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Zoology. This represents the second specimen for the state (see Legg, Condor, 55, 1953:162, for
additional records).

Attention should be called to two other published accounts of this species in California in the
winter of 1952-53 (Legg, loc. cit.; The Western Tanager, 19, 1953:28, 42). In both of these occur-
rences and the present one the birds were observed on more than one occasion indicating that indi-
‘viduals were wintering in their respective localities. In view of the general absence of records in recent
years, it would seem that in this past winter there has been a small influx of this species in the state—
Davio W. JornstoN, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley, California, March 2, 1953.

The Leconte Sparrow in New Mexico.—On January 25, 1953, I observed some sparrows
near Roswell, New Mexico, which I thought to be Leconte Sparrows. On January 26 I returned to
the area with James H. Sikes, who concurred tentatively in the identification. On January 28 we
took a specimen which has now been compared with an example of Leconte Sparrow (Passerherbulus
caudacutus) from the collection of the United States National Museum, thereby confirming the
identification.

The specimen from New Mexico was taken at a point seven miles southeast of Roswell in Chaves
County, one-half mile west of the Pecos River. The habitat here consisted of heavy grass and wild
sunflowers along a roadside; an open field with grass and sunflowers extended 200 yards beyond the
roadside. The land was marshy, with some water nearby. One hundred or more sparrows of various
species were seen’ in the immediate vicinity, including Savannah, Marsh, Tree, Sage, and White-
crowned sparrows. Twenty or thirty Leconte Sparrows were seen ; perhaps there were more in the field.

The Leconte Sparrows were shy, flying low when flushed and dropping back into the grass. Some-
times they rested on wire fences, and occasionally they clung to sunflower stalks.

This is the first record of the species in New Mexico. Indeed, we believe there is no record of its
occurrence nearer than Utah and central Colorado—VESTER MONTGOMERY, Roswell, New Mexico,
March 1, 1953

Perceptive Powers of a Duck Hawk.—On April 12, 1952, near Barr Lake, northeast of
Denver, Colorado, I observed a flock of about eight Baldpates (Mareca aemericana) fly up from a
pond in a pasture. Almost at once a Duck Hawk (Falco peregrinus) sailed in behind them and struck
one to the ground, perhaps 250 yards from my car. When I drove to within approximately 100 yards
of where the falcon was beginning to “work” on the duck, the hawk flew up and into a tree across
the road so that T was now between it and the duck. After about a minute the duck flew up, appar-
ently laboriously, and passed directly over my head, not more than twenty feet above the ground.
As it flew over there was visible a bare patch on either side of the upper part of the neck, undoubt-
edly where the hawk had begun to pluck the feathers. The duck was able to return to the pond from
which the flock had originally been flushed. I turned the car around and started back toward the
pond. Before I had got very far, the Duck Hawk left its perch and flew back to the ground where
the duck had been. I stopped to see what would happen. After looking around the area for a few
moments, the hawk flew toward the car, coming fairly close. It then swerved off and again landed
in the tree where it had previously perched. Although it must have seen the wounded duck fly back
to the pond, it certainly did not realize it was the duck it had been working on, for it did not fly
toward the pond in the period of my observation.—A. SipNev HypE, Western State College, Gunnison,
Colorado, December 18, 1952,

Bird Records from Northwestern Montana.—Saunders (Pac. Coast Avif. No. 14, 1921:37)
lists no records of the Ring-necked Duck (4ythya collaris) west of the continental divide in Mon-
tana. Hand (Condor, 55, 1953:45) records three non-breeding occurrences in Missoula and Sanders
counties, western Montana, in 1941 and 1948. On June 11, 1945, on Island Lake, southeastern Lincoln
County, Harry Wilson and I followed and studied a duck and her brood of 7 or 8 downy ducklings.
We were often able to maneuver the boat to within 20 feet or less of them.

On June 12, 1945, I located this same duck and her brood and managed to secure close-up pho-
tographs of the ducklings (fig. 1). On comparing the prints, the ducklings were readily identified as
Ring-necked ducklings. This is, then, the first observation of the breeding of this species in western
Montana.



