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winter weather was unusually severe in Tamaulipas in January, 1949. At the Mesa de Llera, along
the main highway just south of Victoria, certain species of cactus were killed by the cold for the first
time in decades. It is barely possible that, because of this cold weather and the failure of certain fruits
to ripen, some birds (among them the Ruddy Quail-Dove) were forced to move about in search of
food. I shall be interested in learning whether the species breeds regularly in the Gomez Farias region.
~—GEORGE MIxscg SurtoN, Museum of Zoology, University of Michigan, Annw Arbor, Michigan,
August 11, 1949.

Unusual Occurrence of Red-winged Blackbirds at Grand Canyon, Arizona.—A note
in the Condor (47, 1945:219) calls attention to a winter record of a pair of Red-winged Blackbirds
(Agelaius phoeniceus) at Grand Canyon on December 13, 1943. Now we wish to record a more sur-
prising winter occurrence of this bird at an elevation of 7000 feet in a pifion pine-juniper-ponderosa
pine forest. On January 30, 1949, a flock of male Red-wings, carefully estimated at 35, dropped into
a ponderosa pine tree near the mule barns at Grand Canyon, giving their characteristic call notes and
displaying their red wing patches. As we watched, a flock of half the size of streaked females flew
into a nearby tree. Apparently the same flock of males was again seen on February 1, when they moved
through ponderosa pines near the public garage, apparently searching for food on the tips of branches,
scattering snow as they worked. The flock of males was seen again on February 4, perched in a pon-
derosa pine, preening their feathers. On February 6, apparently the same flock of males worked all
morning in the ponderosa pines alongside the public garage. They appeared to be after pine seeds in
the pine cones, for the wings of the pine seeds fluttered to the ground as they worked and dotted the
snow beneath. Soon they found more normal feeding places at the company’s mule barn at Vaki
Point, where they were noted on February 6, and at the government barns, where 35 were seen feeding
on the afternoon of February 8. Again, on February 10, the birds were working in the ponderosa pines
near the public garage. When in the same place on February 13, the scattered flock was frightened
by a large flock of noisy Pifion Jays and took off with a whirr of wings, perching in a tall pine. As
they slowly scattered to their feeding again, I was able to make an accurate count of 71, indicating
that the original flock seen had been more than doubled. It then included some females and young
males. On February 22, these Red-wings had taken to the few places free of snow along the rim.
They were seen several more times up to the end of the month but had disappeared from the area
by March 1. During February nearly three feet of snow lay on the ground and there were no places
bare of snow for a distance of nearly fifty miles. Ground-feeding birds, like the Spotted Towhee, this
winter were seen searching trees for food—HaroLp C. BrYaNT, Grand Canyon, Arizona, Septem-

ber 12, 1949.

A Record of the Black-and-white Warbler in Eastern California.—On May 21, 1949, I
observed a Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia) near Inyokern, northeastern Kern County,
California. The warbler remained at a distance of several yards for two or three minutes, permitting
positive identification with the aid of 8-power binoculars. During this time it occupied itself by
foraging over the lower trunks of locust trees.

Grinnell and Miller (Pac. Coast Avif. No. 27, 1944:390) cite only two previous records of the
Black-and-white Warbler in eastern California: at McGee Creek, Mono County (Dawson, Birds
Calif., 1, 1924:438) ; and at Thermal, Riverside County (Wyman, Condor, 24, 1922:182) —WmLIAM
R. Fisu, China Lake, California, October 3, 1949.



