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NOTES AND NEWS

Partial report from the annual business meet-
ing of the American Ornithologists’ Union in
Boston, October 24, 1945, reveals the election of
Hoyes Lloyd, president, and Robert C. Murphy
and Josselyn Van Tyne, vice-presidents. Jean M.
Linsdale was elected a fellow of the Union.

The annual index for the Condor for 1945 was
prepared by Robert W. Storer. We are greatly in-
debted to him for this important aid.

A significant item in the literature on western
birds is J. A. Munro’s report on “The Birds of
the Cariboo Parklands, British Columbia” (Cana-
dian Jour. Research, D, 23:17-103, June, 1945).
Two hundred and twelve species are reported
from .the region. Much life history information
is recorded and habitats are well classified and
described. Emphasis is placed on the importance
of the area for nesting water fowl—A H.M.

PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED

“The Transverse Volcanic Biotic Province of
Central Mexico and Its Relationships to Adjacent
Provinces” by Robert T. Moore (Trans. San

Diego Soc. Nat. Hist., 10, 1945:217-236) deals-

with faunal problems of the southern end of the
central plateau of Mexico in the light of evidence
provided by birds. The region is a volcanic belt,
the Sierra de Anahuac, which is four hundred
miles long and sixty wide. The author has made
a provisional survey of the Mexican” avifauna,
and the present paper is a more detailed study of
the birds of one province and its neighbors. Spe-
cial attention was given to the Transverse Vol-
canic Biotic Province because of the abundant
material from that region in Mr. Moore's collec-
tion. “Approximately 15,000 specimens [were]
collected during the past eleven years” by C. C.
Lamb, W. W. Brown, and the Mexican collectors,
Avilé and Roveglia. An additional ten thousand
were taken by Lamb in neighboring provinces.
Such a large collection presents endless oppor-
tunities, the adequate realization of which will
demand the attention of many investigators.
From available evidence, at least eighty species
and races are confined to the Transverse Volcanic
Province. Some of these are confined to specific
subdi¥isions, or faunal districts. Data are organ-
ized effectively in a series of tables. Comparisons
are made with five other provinces—Sinaloa,
Sierra Madre Occidental, Chihuahua Desert, Si-
erra Madre Oriental, and Sierra Madre del Sur.

A map is provided. This paper is offered by the
author “merely as a preliminary effort to stimu-
late future research in the provinces and biotic
districts of Mexico” and limits itself almost en-
tirely to a presentation of facts. No reference is
made to Dice’s “Biotic Provinces of North Amer-
ica” (see Condor, 45, 1943:203).

Growing interest in the biogeography of Mex-
ico well justifies the publication of this prelimi-
ary, but worthwhile paper. Its function seems to
me correctly stated by the author. The reader is
informed that Major E. A. Goldman and the
author have written a paper on ‘“The Biotic
Provinces of Mexico,” which is now in press.—
Frank A. PITELKA,

MINUTES OF COOPER CLUB MEETINGS
SOUTHERN DIVISION

JuNE~—~The regular monthly meeting of the
Southern Division of the Cooper Ornithological
Club was called to order on June 24, 1945, at
8:00 p.m. by President Walter W. Bennett in
Room 145, Allan Hancock Foundation, Univer-
sity of Southern California, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. It was moved, seconded and carried that
July and August meetings be omitted. The sec-
retary was instructed to notify the members.

Mr. Willett read a letter from Frank Pitelka of
the Northern Division requesting confirmation
and additional information on the newspaper
story of a hummingbird maintaining two nests
near a home in San Marino. )

A short discussion was held regarding the be-
havior of falcons and buteonine hawks when
engaged in conflict over territory.

Dr. Hildegard Howard spoke on the “Evolu-
tion of Birds,” illustrating her talk with slides
showing steps in the development of the modern
bird from the earliest specialized reptiles.

Adjourned.—ArTHUR L. BERRY, Acting Secre-
tary.

SepTEMBER.—The regular monthly meeting of
the Southern Division of the Cooper Ornithologi-
cal Club was called to order on September 25,
1945, at 8:00 p.m. by President Walter W. Ben-
nett, Room 145; Allan Hancock Foundation, Uni-
versity of Southern California, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, with 150 members and guests present.
Minutes of the previous meeting were read and
approved. The following names were proposed
for membership: John Vrizarry, 1141 Carroll St.,



