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The bird was in good flesh, fat generally, with notably heavy subcutaneous deposits over belly and
rump. Stomach contents: a disintegrated mass containing hard parts of a shrimp (Crage sp.), elytra
of two small beetles, the caudal peduncle of a tiny fish, and a few bits of wood.

In a previous note (Slipp, Condor, 44, 1942:35-36) it was thought likely that the Green Heron
might be in the process of extending its breeding range to the Puget Sound region, although at that time
authentic records were limited to fall juveniles which conceivably could have moved northward from
nesting areas in western Oregon. Through the interest and cooperation of Mr. Charles R. Foster, of
the state trout hatcliery near Steilacoom, Pierce County, Washington, yet another fall juvenile has
recently come to hand (1163 J.W.S.), a male with remnants of the natal down still adhering to the
tips of feathers on the crown and at the bases of the legs. The bird was flushed from one of the rearing
ponds on September 8, 1943, and shot by Mr. A. G. Manion in pursuance of the predator control
program of the hatchery. Mr. Manion stated that he had seen this bird, on another like it, about the
hatchery lake on August 16 and 19.—J. W. Stipp, Tacoma, Washington, October 14, 1943.

Unusual Records from Boulder County, Colorado.—The following observations constitute
important additions to our knowledge of the birds of Boulder County, Colorado.

Coccyzus erythrophthalmus. Black-billed Cuckoo. Both Yellow-billed and Black-billed cuckoos
are rare along the eastern foothills of the Rocky Mountains. The former, however, is seen practically
every year at Boulder, whereas only two records, both recent, are available for the Black-billed. On
May 19, 1942, I saw a bird readily identifiable as a Black-billed Cuckoo on the University of Colorado
campus. Attempts to locate the bird later failed. This year, however, an adult female was collected.
This individual was found on June 10, 1943, in a coal chute at the University heating plant by S. R.
Colson. It is now no. 4247 in the bird and mammal collection of the University of Colorado Museum.
It is the first specimen taken in the Boulder region, but Niedrach and Rockwell (The Birds of Denver
and Mountain Parks, Denver, 1939) give three records for the Denver region: July 10, 1910, and
July 30, 1911 (Lincoln) ; and June 10, 1924 (Hendee).

Tyto alba pratincola. Barn Owl. The status of the Barn Owl in this region is somewhat uncertain.
Although there is little evidence for nesting, the bird has been considered a possible resident. Dates of
observation locally are, however, all from winter months. There are but two published observations
for Boulder County, both sight records of apparently the same bird at the same location, seen by
N. deW. Betts on October 31 and November 7, 1909 (Univ. Colo. Studies, 10, 1913:195). Recently
two Barn Owls were found dead, both in an area of low sandstone cliffs known locally as White Rocks,
six miles northeast of Boulder. The first of these was found by Malcolm Jollie, November 27, 1941;
the second, a male, no. 4089 in the University of Colorado Museum, was found on December 27, 1941,
by Dale Denham and Richard Pillmore.

Hesperiphona vespertina brooksi. Western Evening Grosbeak. The occurrence of this bird is
unpredictable. Some years it is rare; but flocks totalling hundreds of birds were seen in Boulder from
September 21, 1941, to June 5, 1942, with observations in every winter month. The species was again
observed, although less abundantly, in the winter of 1942-1943 and in the succeeding spring. It has
been assumed that the species would eventually be found nesting in the region, but the only pub-
lished record suggesting breeding has been Dille’s observation of young birds at the edge of the plains
and in the foothills about eight miles north of Boulder, as reported by Henderson (Univ. Colo. Studies,
6, 1909:235). These young birds were seen in August and September, 1904. Dille also reported a nest
near Estes Park, Larimer County. Young birds have again been reported during the past summer,
this time'in Boulder. Donald J. Magoon saw one with adults at his home in Boulder, July 26, 1943;
Malcolm Jollie and Verna Mace observed an adult feeding young birds on the University of Colorado
campus, August 6; Owen France saw two or three young birds near the University campus, August
20; on August 15 I saw and heard several of the grosbeaks at a distance, in Boulder, but could not be
sure that any were birds of the year. These four records constitute the only summer records for
Boulder, and the only summer records for the county since 1904. Although no nest was found, these
observations definitely suggest that during the past summer this species was again nesting in this
region.—GORDON ALEXANDER, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado, December 2, 1943, -



