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Fig. 1. Eggs of the Killdeer on roof of California State Expoiition Building, Exposition Park, 
Los Angeles; May 21, 1942. Photograph by Norman C. Bilderback. 

.A question that comes quickly to mind is, How do the young Killdeers reach the 
ground? Or it might better be expressed, How many of the young ever reach the ground 
in safety? Mr. Bilderback states that the distance from the edge of the roof of the Cali- 
fornia State Exposition Building to the lawn below is 42 feet. The rain-water drains 
can be of no aid, because their upper ends are screened and their lower ends discharge 
directly into the sewer. The only youngsters to survive a fall to the ground are prob- 
ably those whose descent is broken by shrubbery or other soft vegetation. Old em- 
ployees of the building, who say that the birds have nested on the roof “for a number 
of years,” have more than once liberated chicks from light wells in front of basement 
windows, into which they had tumbled. Those that were thus assisted were quickly 
taken in charge by their parents; and a downy young was observed by Mr. Bilderback 
in 1942 in the company of an adult in the Exposition Park rose garden near the building. 
There is no direct evidence, however, that any of these chicks were hatched on the roof. 

Mr. Willett’s experience with roof-nesting Killdeers at the Los Angeles Museum is 
a story mainly of tragedy. “A pair of Killdeers,” he writes, “have nested on the Los 
Angeles Museum roof (4th Boor) since 1938. After the young were hatched, they usually 
fell off the roof and were killed by the fall. In 1941, the last remaining young of the 
year was captured on the roof by lUiss Irene Tillinghast and carried down to the park 
rose garden, where it was accepted by the parent birds. In 1942, the eggs were taken to 
prevent hatching and consequent destruction of the young. This year (1943) the aper- 
tures through which the young formerly made their exit were plugged so that they were 
unable to fall from the roof, but before we realized what was happening, they had 
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Fig. 2. Killdeer preparing to settle on nest after period of flying, April 4. 1943. Photograph 
by Norman C. Bilderback. 

reached a point so near starvation that we were unable to save them. As was to be ex- 
pected from birds with the habits of the Killdeer, ‘the parents apparently made no 
attempt to bring food, and the young were unable to get to where the food was. 

“I do not see how events could have been different unless we had detailed someone 
to spend most of his time watching the birds. The whole thing seems to constitute ex- 
cellent evidence against reasoning power in Killdeers. 

“Six downy young from the nestings are preserved in the Los Angeles Museum col- 
lection, as follows: 2, April 27, 1938; 2, April 8, 1940; 2, May 21, 1943.” 

San Diego Society of Natural History, Balboa Park, San Diego, California, July I?, 
1943. 


