e 0s
.
sve e
sene
Trenr

.
a? % e c e
PO
. E
209y et s
By A

; pul THE CONDOR Vol. 45
shot revealed ants (queens of Lasius sp.) in its mouth.—J. R. ArLcorN, United States Fish and Wild-
life Service, Fallon, Nevada, June 27, 1943.

The Bobolink in New Mexico.—Florence Bailey, in her “Birds of New Mexico” (1928:637)
stated that since the Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus) is a fairly common migrant in Colorado,
it might be expected in New Mexico and that observers should be on the lookout for it.

So far as I know, the Bobolink has gone unrecorded in New Mexico until noon on May 15, 1943,
when an adult male in breeding plumage was observed at a small tule pond, 45 miles north and
slightly west of Albuquerque, in Sandoval County. The pond is situated on the Ojo del Espiritu
Santo Grant, 18 miles northwest of San Ysidro. I first saw the bird when it flew from the ground
and alighted thirty feet away on the dry seed stock of a cattail. The day was bright and my view
was unobstructed. I have known the Bobolink in the East, and there is no question as to identity.

The bird was still at the pond at 5:00 p.m. on May 15, but it was not observed when I again
visited the pond on June 14.—A. E. BoreLL, Soil Conservation Service, Albuquerque, New Mexico,
June 19, 1943.

Additions to the Avian Check-list of Lassen Volcanic National Park.—While residing in
Lassen Volcanic National Park in northeastern California in the summers of 1941 and 1942, the
writer observed the following birds which, according to the park check-list, have not been previously
reported within the park boundaries.

Dafila acuta. Pintail. Observed on June 27, 1942, on Manzanita Lake, elevation 5845 feet.

_ Spatula clypeata. Shoveller. Observed on July 10, 1941, at. Manzanita Lake. Two individuals,
apparently adult females, were seen swimming among the snags and partly submerged logs in a
small cove on the south side of the lake. The supposed sex of these individuals in conjunction with
the date of their appearance suggested that they might be breeding birds but no nests or young
could be found.

Erismatura jamaicensis. Ruddy Duck, Observed on June 27, 1942, at Manzanita Lake. An adult
female in full nuptial plumage was seen diving intermittently several hundred feet from shore in
water known to be of a depth of from 10 to 15 feet.

Cryptoglaux acaedica. Saw-whet Owl. On August 1, 1941, at about 10:30 a.m. (Pacific Standard
Time) in the vicinity of Manzanita Lake, an adult bird was discovered perched close to the trunk
of a lodgepole pine at a height of approximately 12 meters. Its presence was heralded by the alarm
notes of juncos, chickadees, nuthatches and other small birds,

The owl seemed but mildly concerned about the sounds and movements made by a group of
at least a dozen people who had been attracted to the tree by the chorus of excited birds. It only
occasionally interrupted its nap to survey the ground below through half-closed eyelids. Even
the constant chatter and the occasional sallies of the more adventuresome among the horde of small
birds did not cause it to change its position.

At 3:30 p.m. on the same day, the tree was again visited. The bird had apparently moved but
little, for it was still perched on the same limb, This time there was a notable absence of other birds.
They had probably become accustomed to the owl’s presence. Once again the bird showed its
disinclination for movement. In an effort to get it into a more suitable place for photographing,
it was first pelted with rocks, pine cones, and sticks and then, failing this, the writer climbed an
adjoining tree to within a few feet of its position. In spite of shaking branches, shouting, and a
hail of pieces of bark, twigs and other missiles, it would not give up its coveted retreat. On the
next day a third visit was made to the “ow]” tree on the chance that the bird might be regularly -
roosting in the region, but it was not found.

The following summer, on July 7, the alarm notes of robins coming from a Jefirey pine adjacent
to the Loomis Museum at Manzanita Lake drew attention to a juvenal Saw-whet Owl. The little
fellow was being subjected to a merciless attack by two beak-clacking robins which had a nest
near by. It was finally driven to a lower level in the tree, making it possible for me to get within
8 to 10 feet of the bird by climbing on to the roof of the museum. From this vantage point I could
see that the owl clutched the remains of a white-footed mouse in its claws. In a few moments the
rodent was swallowed and the bird took wing, roughly ushered out of the area by the perturbed robins.

Psaltriparus minimus. Bush-tit. Observed by ranger-naturalist George Hale on August 9, 1941,
near Manzanita Lake.

Dendroica townsendi. Townsend Warbler. An adult male was observed on August 7, 1941, on
the Bumpas Hot Spring Trail, elevation approximately 8200 feet. It was among the branches of a
mountain hemlock and came within a few feet of the observer in response to an imitation of a bird
in distress.



