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This amounted to increases of 61.5 and 52.8 per cent of the volumes of the uninflated specimens. A
similar test, although possibly a slight underestimate, of a Brown Pelican, showed a displacement of
25.7 per cent of the total volume or 34.6 per cent of the uninflated volume.

The correlation of the possession of a pneumatic mattress with the habit of plunging for food
would seem to be invalidated by the condition in the White Pelican. However, some other explana-
tion is demanded because the correlation can be shown clearly in other birds, such as gannets, as well
as in the Brown Pelicans. Possibly the condition in the White Pelican is inherited from plunging
ancestors and is retained or even amplified because such pneumaticity is functional, as a pre-adapta-
tion, in other ways. Buoyancy may be the most important of these especially in view of the great
quantity of water which the pouch may at times hold. This amount was measured to be 11.5 quarts
in one adult specimen. Streamlining, especially of the bent neck region in flight, and cushioning
necessarily heavy landing on water may be added factors of importance.—FRANK RicHARDSON, Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno, Nevada, July 10, 1942,

Observation on the Speed of the Mourning Dove.—On September 2, 1942, I had the op-
portunity of noting the speed of a Mourning Dove (Zenaidura macroura) while motoring from
Merced to Yosemite Valley, California, on the all-year highway. About 10 miles east of Mariposa
a Mourning Dove flew in front of the bus. It kept approximately 50 feet ahead of the vehicle and
flew in front for a distance of about 100 yards, when it turned to the right and perched on the top-
most wire of a barbed wire fence where two other doves were already perched. The bus was traveling
40 miles an hour at this time and did not seem to gain upon the dove while it was flying in front of
. the vehicle. The wing beat appeared to be slow for the speed the bird was making and the dove did

not seem to be in any way fatigued. It appears that the speed of 40 miles an hour is not difficult for
the dove to attain and that a faster wing beat would probably make even higher speeds possible.—
- WLiaM V. MAYER, Del Paso Heights, California, October 6, 1942, .

Albino Red-wing from Colorado.—An albino Thick-billed Red-wing (Adgelaius phoeniceus
Jortis) was brought to the University of Colorado Museum by Mr. Dudley A. Degge. The specimen,
a male, was taken two miles north of Boulder, Colorado, on October 17, 1942 (U.C.M. cat. no. 4208).

The bird is largely white, against which the brilliant shoulder marks, corresponding closely to
Ridgway’s “flame scarlet,” stand out in lively contrast. There is a faint wash of “light salmon-orange”
on the cheeks, front and sides of the throat, breast, belly, flanks, a small area on the rump, and the
middle areas of the primaries and secondaries. The upper mandible is blackish, the lower mandible
and legs are a dark horn color. The eyes, by examination of the dead bird, appear to have been pink.
—Hvueo G. RobEck, University of Colorade Museum, Boulder, Colorado, October 29, 1942,

Further Notes on the Franklin Gull in the Pacific Northwest.—New records of the
Franklin Gull (Larus pipixcan) near Steilacoom, Pierce County, Washington, in the fall of 1942
closely parallel those of the previous year, when the species was first found to occur in this state.
In 1941 a single bird of the year in progressive stages of the postjuvenal molt was seen at Waughop
Lake on September 14, October 12, and October 25; it was collected (1009 JWS) on the latter date
(Slipp, Murrelet, 23, 1942:18). Records for 1942 are: September 17, a single bird in juvenal plumage
feeding with Bonaparte ‘Gulls on Waughop Lake; September 20, a single juvenal-plumaged bird
resting with California Gulls on a sand spit projecting into Puget Sound at the mouth of Chambers
Creek (a large flock of Bonapartes near by on the same spit) ; October 29, two males completing the
postjuvenal molt collected at Waughop Lake, one (1143 JWS) from a mixed flock of gulls resting
on'a mud-flat, the other (1144 JWS) from a dense flock of Bonapartes surface-feeding on a species
of Corixa near the opposite shore. Other trips to these localities in the same period failed to reveal
the presence of the species.

The plumage of all three specimens is similar and might be considered to represent the first winter
plumage but for varying amounts of brown still remaining in the gray of the cervical and dorsal
regions; the two 1942 skins retain less of this mottling than does the one collected in 1941, and they
exhibit a further difference in the pronounced salmon-pink suffusion of the white ventral plumage
from bill to vent. The latter condition is evanescent but is still apparent, after suds and gasoline
washings, at the time of writing.

All three specimens were males of the year, fat and in good condition; they had been feeding
almost exclusively on insect fare when taken. Authoritative determinations of the stomach contents
of no. 1009, in per cent, have been published (loc. cit.) as follows: Coreidae 10, Pentatomidae 63,
Corixidae 5, Araneida, trace, Ichneumonidae 20, and Chrysomelidae 2, with gravel representing an
added 15. Cursory examinations of the stomach contents of the 1942 specimens have yielded the fol-




