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there were approximately a dozen of these gulls feeding in a cow pasture at the time of the collection.
The specimens, now mounted (without data) in the State House at Boise, have been identified by
Marshall who mentions the deep red bill color and the white primary tips as diagnostic. They have
also been seen by Stanford, who concurs with this determination. Attention was first drawn to this
record by Jones.

(3) A flock of about fifty birds was seen on May 24, 1941, near Henry, Caribou County, by
Victor E. Jones and L. H. Walkinshaw. The gulls were wheeling about high over head and were
identified by Walkinshaw as Franklin Gulls. :

(4) An unstated number was seen on November 11, 1941, near Springfield, Bingham County,
by V. E. Jones and his son. These birds flew over within shotgun range, but were not recognized
until too late for a shot.

Finally, Mr. Stanford states that he has seen this species occasionally in the last five years along
the Snake River in the vicinity of Weiser and as far downstream as Old’s Ferry, on the Oregon
boundary, but his notes are not now available for examination.

From the foregoing it would appear that the Franklin Gull occurs occasionally in spring, sum-
mer, and autumn at various points along the Snake River drainage in southern Idaho, although ad-
ditional specimens are needed to substantiate the several sight records. The possibility that breeding
colonies may be established in this part of the state seems good, and stragglers might profitably be
looked for on the larger lakes of the northern panhandle during migrations.—JouN W. Surep, Uni-
versity of Washington, Seattle, June 26, 1942.

Contacts of Ravens with Other Species.—In the past seven years I have observed three
instances of contacts between Ravens (Corvus corax) and other species that seem worth recording.
The raven was attacked in two cases and was the aggressor in one encounter.

On July 10, 1935, on the Flambeau River in Phillips County, Wisconsin, I was watching the
activities of a pair of Crows (Corvus brackyrkynchos) in the tops of some dead spruce spars. They
bad ydung near by. A raven flew past and was immediately assailed by the crows. The squawks of
the raven as it twisted and dodged were very much like those of the crows, yet deeper and louder.
A few days later (July 12) I watched a raven on a tall snag near its young. A Red-tailed Hawk
(Buteo borealis) which was soaring in circles chanced to pass near in one of its movements. It was
set upon by the raven much in the manner of a crow; the hawk was pursued approximately a mile
before the raven gave up the attack.

On April 30, 1942, I visited a cliff in the “scablands” near Lamont, Whitman County, Washington.
A Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) eirie on the cliff was but a hundred feet from the nest of a raven.
The falcon’s nest had undoubtedly been used for many years; the accumulation of material probably
exceeded a ton in weight and the bottom material was much decomposed. Decomposition takes place
slowly in the semiarid atmosphere of this region. The raven nest was apparently a new one. It was
placed in a wide crack behind the pillars formed by weathering of the cliff. As my companion and
I approached the nest, the raven flew off the nest and away from the cliff. It was immediately set
upon by the falcon which launched itself from its nest. The raven wheeled quickly, passed over the
cliff and across the highland. It kept a few feet from the ground during its flight, and the falcon
gave up the pursuit rather quickly. It appeared that the “hedge-hopping” flight of the raven was a
mechanism for making it difficult for the falcon to stoop.

The explanation for the proximity of the nests of the two species seems to be that the raven
began nesting before the falcon had returned to the old nesting site. The seven young of the raven
were well-fledged, but the falcon nest contained four eggs which did not hatch until the following
week —LEoNaRD WING, The State College of Washington, Pullman, Washington, July 20, 1942.

Blue-winged Teal Nesting in Sacramento County, California.—On June 4, 1942, Mr.
Terrence Potter and I were checking bass nests in the spawning pond at the Elk Grove bass hatchery
in Sacramento County, when a pair of Blue-winged Teal (Querquedula discors) alighted close to us
in an adjoining pond. The white crescent at the base of the bill of the drake showed very plainly.
The large, white spot on either side of the body near the base of the tail was also prominent. I was
positive of the identification.

On June 12, while draining the spawning pond, a male dropped into the pond about 60 yards
from us. This was too far to observe the white crescent, but the white spot near the base of the tail
showed plainly. Mr. Abe Woodard and Rudolph Gerhardt were with me at the time,

Later the same evening a male and female were in rearing pond No. 8 with a brood of seven
ducklings. I had to approach quite close for positive identification because there were a number of



