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FROM FIELD AND STUDY

Flight Behavior of Young Chimney Swifts.—On August 12, 1941, several families of Chim-
ney Swifts (Chaetura pelagica) left their nests which were situated in a large dummy chimney near
my office. Previously I had heard the young birds twittering at intervals throughout the day,
presumably whenever they were fed by the adults. However, on the morning of August 12 a more
or less continuous twittering came from the chimney until 10:15 a. m., at which time it ceased
rather abruptly. Opening a trapdoor in the roof, I counted twenty-two swifts circling around the
building. Returning to my work, I was startled a few minutes later by the entrance of a swift
through the trapdoor, which had been left open. The bird was examined, marked with India ink,
and released. Within four or five minutes another bird made its entrance and was treated in much
the same manner. During the morning six birds, all young, dropped through the trapdoor; there
were no repeats. After the third descent, I gave up trying to get any work done and stationed
myself below the opening in order to observe, if possible, the manner of entrance. In the three
examples seen, the birds hovered briefly immediately above the opening before dropping or “flap-
ping” through tail first.

It appears that the young birds, attempting to return to the chimney, presumably for a rest,
mistook the open trapdoor for the chimney top. None flew back out; five flew across the room
to flutter against a window. The sixth hung up on the wall near the point of entrance.

In observing these birds, my attention was caught by the apparent periodicity of alternating
activity and quiescence. It seemed almost as though seven or eight wing beats tired the bird and
necessitated a rest of from three to five seconds. The same periodicity was noted for the flight of
the birds above the roof.

Although none of the birds uttered a sound when handled, all seemed to display a definite fear
reaction—DoNALp M. HATFELD, Chicago Academy of Sciences, Chicago, Illinois, January 23, 1942.

The Black Tern in Western Washington.—So far as I am aware Edson’s record of a
Black Tern (Chlidonias migra surinamensis) (Auk, 25, 1908:429) taken August 26, 1899, at the
Nooksack Marsh, Bellingham Bay, has remained unique in the ornithological literature of western
Washington. However, Frederick C. Lincoln (letter of December 9, 1941) states that there is in
the Fish and Wildlife Service files “a migration card (unpublished) sent in by Rufus Comstock,
of Vancouver, under date of June 7, 1936, which contains the note that ‘It [the Black Tern] is
seen here nearly every year during high water about June 1.” Accordingly a spring sight record
and the collection of a fall specimen, both at Waughop Lake near Steilacoom in Pierce County,
110 miles south of the Bellingham locality and an equal distance north of Vancouver, seem worthy
of notice.

Waughop Lake is a small, shallow, muddy lake lying near the northern edge of the “prairie
country,” a mile or less inland from the waters of southern Puget Sound. Mrs. J. H. Kitler, an
enthusiastic and competent bird student of Tacoma, has reported to me that on May 17, 1938, she
visited this lake and there observed a full-plumaged, adult Black Tern, conspicuous with its blackish
body and pearl gray wings, flying about over the water, She is uncertain as to the exact. number
present, but at least the one was positively identified and entered in her notes for the day. The
fall record is based on a specimen (no. 1017) in my collection, a juvenal male which I collected
September 15, 1941, as it flew over the lake with a number of Bonaparte Gulls (Larus philadelphia)
and Common Terns (Sterna hirundo). For permission to collect on the lake, which is included
within the boundaries of the Western State Hospital grounds and the Pierce County Game Reserve,
I am indebted to Dr. William N. Keller, Superintendent, and Mr. A. P. Wertman, Livestock Man-
ager, of the hospital; and to Mr. Charles M. Morrell and Mr. J. M. Hynes of the Washington State
Game Department.

Some interest may attend a comparison of the western Washington records with those of the
adjoining parts of British Columbia and Oregon lying west of the Cascade mountain system. Brooks
and Swarth (Pac. Coast Avif. No. 17, 1925:29) list the species as rare in spring and fall at Sumas
Lake, B. C, on the authority of Brooks, and discount an early record for Burrard Inlet “as the
date given (January) is an extremely unlikely one for the Black Tern to occur in this latitude.”
For western Oregon I have only the two following records at hand: Lincoln (loc. cit.) states that
in the National Museum there is a specimen of Black Tern collected in July, 1836, in the Wil-
lamette Valley by J. K. Townsend; and Einarsen (Murrelet, 19, 1941:22) has recorded visitations
in August of 1936, 1937, and 1938 of from 1 to 20 adult Black Terns to an artificial pond 6 miles
north of Corvallis. Summarizing, it may be stated that probably throughout the Puget Sound-
Willamette Valley trough, lying west of the Cascade Range, the Black Tern is rare as a spring (May)



