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Phalacrocorax auritus albociliatus. Farallon Cormorant. More than 20 pairs bred for many years
prior to about 1930 in willows bordering Sandborn Slough, near Butte Creek, 7 miles west of Pen-
nington, Sutter County; last found nesting there June 13, 1925. Visits in 1931 (February 26 and May
4) revealed the colony to be deserted, and the keeper of the gun club on whose grounds it was Jocated
advised he had for years been systematically shooting the birds, as he liked fishing and considered
‘them competitors.

Another nesting colony, of about 40 pairs on April 11, 1920, located in eucalyptus trees bordering
Cut-off Slough, 4 miles south of Suisun, Solano County, has in the past six years been destroyed by
fishermen. The great increase in numbers of bass anglers in this locality since 1930 bodes ill for
preservation of the fish-eating birds of the marsh.

Phalacrocorax penicillatus. Brandt Cormorant. A rookery estimated to be composed of 300 pairs
on March 14, 1937, is situated on Bird Rock, about 1000 feet offshore, a half mile south of Tomales
Point, Marin County. The birds were commencing to lay on May 24, 1936, when my wife accompa-
nied me to the rock which she had not visited for 18 years. She immediately remarked upon the great
reduction in number of nests present. My own visits date from 1923, since when a steady dwindling in
the numbers of nesting birds has been observed. Unfortunately, no exact nest counts were made
until July 21, 1938, when 86 occupied nests were found on the main rock, 60 near its top on the
ocean side and 26 on a slope to the leeward.

On all visits two colonies have been found similarly located, the smaller one always being on
the mainland side. This year, for the first time, 15 nests were noted on a rock immediately south
of the main one. The date is seemingly late for eggs, nearly two months after they were found in
1936, and it was clear that only a fraction of the adults present were attending nests in July, 1938.
Probably continued depredations had forced the cormorants to abandon attempts at reproduction
for the season. Persons frequently landing on the rock during the breeding season to gather abalones
are the prime disturbers, men sometimes playfully indulging in egg fights, using cormorant eggs
for missiles; but the Western Gulls (Larus occidentalis occidentalis), which also breed on the islet,
are the more usual, though secondary, offenders. When undisturbed, by sheer force of numbers
covering closely placed nests, cormorants are able to protect their eggs and young from the ever
vigilant gulls. When humans land on the rock, the shyer cormorants leave their nests while the
fearless gulls pillage them. Dr. Clarence Cottam accompanied me on the recent visit when we
watched gulls swallowing young cormorants and breaking their eggs while we stood 30 feet distant.

Phalacrocorax pelagicus resplendens. Baird Cormorant. On June 1, 1917, Dr. B. W. Evermann
took a number of sets of eggs of this species from nests on the steep sides of the Bird Rock mentioned
above (specimens in California Academy of Sciences). In nearly annual visits since 1923, I have
failed to find the birds nesting on the rock. In June, 1925, about 25 pairs bred on precipitous cliffs
of the adjacent mainland, but they were not nesting there June 12, 1927, nor have they since been
observed breeding locally, although adults have been in evidence on all trips in summer.—JaMEs
Morrirt, California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, August 20, 1938.

Amthony Green Heron in the State of Washington.—During the past twenty years there
has been a gradual northward movement of the Anthony Green Heron (Butorides virescens anthonyi)
west of the Cascade Mountains in Oregon. At present it can be regarded as a fairly common summer
resident throughout the Willamette Valley, north to the Columbia River. So far as I know, this heron
never has been recorded north of the Columbia River.

On May 31, 1938, while a passenger on the Northern Pacific Railway between Portland, Oregon,
and Seattle, Washington, I saw and identified beyond reasonable doubt one of these birds as it flew
low over the willows along the banks of the Columbia River, a few miles south of Kelso, Cowlitz
County, Washington. Butorides virescens anthonyi now may be added to the birds known to occur
in the State of Washington.—STANLEY G. JEWETT, Portland, Oregon, September 27, 1938.

Another Specimen of Sooty Fox Sparrow from Southern California.—JIn my list of the
birds of southwestern California (Pac. Coast Avif. No. 21, 1933), the Sooty Fox Sparrow, Passerella
iliaca fuliginoss, was placed in the hypothetical list, although Swarth (Univ. Calif. Publ. Zool,,
vol. 21, 1920, pp. 151-152) had reported a “non-typical” specimen taken at Bear Flat, San Gabriel
Mountains, November 30, 1916. My reason for thus disposing of this form was a disinclination to
include it on the strength of a single example, admittedly not typical.

On November 7, 1938, Miss Gloria Widmann brought me a fox sparrow that had been found
dead in her garden in Los Angeles two days previously by her father, Berthold Widmann. The
specimen, a female, was preserved as a skin and is now number 19373, Los Angeles Museum. A
study of this bird convinces me that it must be referred to P. i. fuliginosa, although, like specimens



