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based upon this specimen. The error was not incorporated in the A.O.U. Check-list (1931), but it is 
included in the late Dr. W. H. Bergtold’s “Guide to Colorado Birds.“-GoanoN ALEXAMIER, Unjver- 
sity of Colorado, BouLier, Colorado, March 31, 1937. 

Brown Pelicans Invade Arizona.- The California Brown Pelican (Peleconw occidentalis 
califoy&vs) has been known as an occasional straggler to Arizona on the basis of two published 
records. Law (Condor, vol. 26, 1924, p. 153) records one shot at Des Cabexas, Cochise County, in 
the fall of 1914 or 1915. Bruner (Condor, vol. 28, 1926, p. 232) saw a flock of nine over Otero 

Canyon, Baboquivari Mountains, on March 23, 1925. 
In June, 1935, Philip Welles, a student of the University of Arizona, flushed a Brown Pelican 

from a lagoon on the Ariiona side of the Colorado River at Laguna Dam. It flew off down the 
river. In the summer of 1936, Brown Pelicans invaded Arizona in small numbers, In southern 
Arizona, on June 28, an immature Brown Pelican was found on the grounds of the Arizona School 
for the Deaf and Blind, at the western edge of Tucson. It was in starving condition and barely able 
to stand. Some fresh tish was at once procured, and the bird was fed all it would eat. Next morning 
it was transferred to the University of Arizona aviary and there was exhibited to the interested 
public for a time. During this period the bird was fed fresh Iisb twice daily and gained strength 
rapidly. 

Grr July 14, fresh fish presenting too much of a problem in a desert city, this pelican was freed 
on Picacho Lake, an irrigation reservoir in the valley 60 miles northwest of Tucson, where White 
Pelicans (PeZecanus erythrorhynchos) have been present for several years in numbers varying from 
six to one hundred (Condor, vol. 37, 1935, p. 243). Nothing further is known of this individual. 
At the very point on the shore of the lake chosen for its release, the remains of another immature 
Brown Pelican were found. This bird had been dead, apparently, for several days. 

In northern Arizona, a flock of three Brown and four or five White Pelicans was seen by Mrs. 
Fred Metz at Mormon Lake, 30 miles south of Flagstaff, on June 7. She was informed that pelicans 
(doubtless the same flock, as there are no previous summer records of any pelican in the region) 
had been seen there June 6, also. About June 10, an immature Brown Pelican appeared on the 
Flagstaff city reservoir, 3 miles northwest of Flagstaff; possibly unable to rise, it remained there 
until caught by hand, June 15. It was turned over to the Museum of Northern Arizona, but was 
too weak to save and did the same afternoon. This specimen is now in the collection of the 
Museum of Northern Arizona.-Crr.4.s. T. Voarmrs, U&e&y of Atizona, Tucson, Arizona, and 
ALLAN R. PHILLIPS, Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstuf, Arizona, April 20, 1937. 

Red-tailed Hawk Choked by Squirrel Skull .-While collecting in the foothills near the old 
deserted town of Nortonville, Contra Costa County, California, I found a dead immature Red-tailed 
Hawk (Buteo borealis calurus) that apparently had been killed by a mammal skull which had 
lodged in its throat. The skull was so tightly wedged in the throat that it could not be removed 
until the skim was cut away. Upon examination the skull proved to be that of the ground squirrel, 
Citellus beecheyi. 

When the loose matted hair was 
scraped from the skull it was found 
that the squirrel’s skull had been in 
the hawk’s stomach for some time and 
the flesh had been digested from it. 
The bones of the xygomatic arch had 
been broken at the middle of the arch 
and tbe sharply protruding jugal 
bones had caught in the sides of the 
throat. 

Those who saw the dead hawk for- 
mulated several theories to account 
for its death. One possibility is that 
the bird had been shot and had at- 
tempted to expel the skull as it died. 
However, from the way the sharp 
broken jugal bones were stuck in the 
throat, it seems improbable that this 
was the case. Also, the hawk was 
found in the bottom of a sma11 can- 

Fig. 52. Head of a Red-tailed Hawk killed by the skull of a 
Ground Squirrel. 

yon some distance from any road, 

trail or habitation. 


