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jection broken away. Anteriorly it extends as far as the companion condyle on the 
inner side; so much of the external face as remains is concave. Viewed from the distal 
end this internal condyle is thick and heavy, its lateral diameter being rather uniform 
throughout its length. The shaft is broad and flattened, tapering only slightly in trans- 
verse diameter toward the upper end. Posteriorly there is a slight concavity above the 
intercondylar sulcus. The external margin is somewhat narrowed, with no indication 
of the attachment of the fibula. The internal margin is broader, with the tubercle for 
the oblique ligament large but little elevated, so that it is distinguished only by close 
scrutiny of that part of the shaft. The anterior face of the shaft is somewhat excavated, 
but without the pronounced depression found in Bubo. The specimen (cat. no. 512, 
Peabody Museum, Yale University) is dull olive in color and is heavily fossilized. It 
measures as follows: Least transverse breadth of shaft 8.4 mm., transverse breadth 
across condyles 13.5 mm., anterior-posterior diameter of shaft 5.0 mm. 

It is evident on even casual examination that the specimen differs from the Strigidae 
so decidedly that it should be removed from that family. Further, it is apparent that 
in its form Zeptosteus agrees with th,e Eocene genus Protostrix (Wetmore, Amer. Mus. 
Nov., No. 680, Dec. 4, 1933, p. 3) the type of which, Protostrix Zydekkeri (Shufeldt), 
is also the distal end of the tibiotarsus. The resemblance to Protostrix is particularly 
close in the form of the condyles and of the intercondylar fossa. 

From this it follows that Marsh’s species must be removed to the family 
Protostrigidae where it will stand as Protostrix Zeptostezts (Marsh). 

Compared with the drawings of Protostrix lydekkeri, the type of the genus, as 
illustrated in my published notes on that bird, Eeptosteus is appreciably smaller. In 
spite of this lesser size the intercondylar sulcus is equal in dimension in the two species, 
though both internal and external condyles are relatively narrower in Zeptosteus. While 
the two are quite distinct, it appears b,etter, for the present at least, to place Zeptosteus 
in the genus Protostrix rather than to erect a new genus for it. 

The genus will now be constituted as follows: 

P~otostriz lydekkwi (Shufeldt). Type. 
P~otostyix Zeptosteus (Marsh). 
Protostriz saurodosis (Wetmore). 

U. s. National ikfuseum, Washington, D. C., September 12, 1936. 

FROM FIELD AND STUDY 

A Record of the White-winged Dove from Twenty-nine Palms, San Bernardino 
County, California.-In the Condor (vol. 3, 1901, p. 100) appeared an article by Edmund Heller, 
entitled, “Notes on some Little-known Birds of Southern California.” Among his observations is 
the following, apparently made in May, 1896: “Melope& leucoptera. White-winged Dove. While at 
Warren’s Wells the miners told me of a white-winged dove which occurred at Twenty-nine Palms, 
a station some thirty miles farther east. From their description I judged it to be this species. If 
correct, future exploration should prove its presence, which would make an addition to the list of 
California birds.” 

Such “future exploration” came quite by chance. During the winter and spring of 1934, I was 
observing and banding birds in the oasis surrounding the Twenty-nine Palms Inn. Particularly suc- 
cessful was a four-celled Potter trap, placed on a small platform in an isolated mesquite at the edge 
of a grassy swamp. Mourning Doves had been plentiful for several weeks. On the morning of May 12, 
1 noticed doves near the platform and replenished the supply of chick feed bait, in the hope of 
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capturing a few. The bird which was found 
in the trap an hour later was not a Mourning 
Dove and with reference to Hoffmann’s “Birds 
of the Pacific States” was readily identified as 
a White-winged Dove, Melop& asiatica trzc- 
deaui. It was banded as no. A 444576, and the 
accompanying photograph (fig. 24) was taken 
without the slightast idea that it would verify 
a rumor of thirty-eight years’ standing. No 
actual count was made, but the number of these 
doves present at that time might be estimated 
at six. Their calls were heard in striking con- 
trast to those of the Mourning Doves, during 
the early mornings until my departure May 17. 
The following year there is a record only of 
their calls, heard May 10, 17 and 27, 1935.- 
FRANCE CARTER, Berkeley, California, January 
15, 1937. 

Fig. 24. White-winged Dove, banded (no. A 
444576) on May 12, 1934, at Twenty-nine 
Palms, San Bernardino County, California. 

Long-tailed Chickadee in Arizona.- To my knowledge there are no reported specimens of 
the Long-tailed Chickadee (Pentkestes atricapillus septentrionalis) from Arizona, although sight 
records have been recorded both from Grand Canyon National Park and San Francisco Peak, 
Coconino County. Records from the files of the Park Service supplied by Louis Schellbach are as 
follows: January 2, 1935, R. K. Grater observed two on a feeding board at the McKee residence, 
Grand Canyon Viiage; near the same locality, E. D. McKee saw a pair in yellow pines on July 1, 
1927 ; and across the canyon on Walhalla Plateau of the North Rim, Grater saw three on June 2 1, 1935. 
In the San Francisco Mountains Jenks reports “parents feeding young” in the Hudsonian Zone 
(Grand Canyon National Park, Technical Bull. No. 5, p. 20). 

The Long-tailed Chickadee probably is a fairly common fall visitant, at least locally, in the 
Tsegi Canyons, Navajo County, Arizona. Although Hargrave and Wetherill did not find this species 
in these canyons during the winter of 1934, the writer saw this bird almost daily in Betatakin Canyon 
flom October 4 to 26, 1935. On the 23rd, ten were counted in one group feeding on cones of the 
Douglas fir. The Mountain Chickadee (Penthestes gambdi gambdi) is a common resident in the 
region, there being winter specimens in the Museum of Northern Arizona, as well as daily observa- 
tions almost throughout the year. It is probable that many sight and sound records recorded under 
Pentkestes gambeli should refer to Penthestes atricapillus, since atricapillus was identified as soon 
as its occurrence was considered probable. 

Anderson (Condor, vol. 36, 1934, p. 78) made no mention of the Long-tailed Chickadee in Ari- 
zona, but its occurrence in the state is now attested by a specimen of an adult male found by the 
writer on October 23, 1936, in Betatakin Canyon. This specimen is number 28.838 in the collection 
of the Museum of Northern Arizona, Flagstaff. The conspicuous buff of the sides and flanks dis- 
tinguishes this specimen from Pentkestes sclateri and identifies it definitely as Pentkestes atricapillus. 
Upon geographic grounds it is considered to belong to the race sefitentriomdis. Identification has been 
checked by Hargrave, of the Museum of Northern Arizona.--MILTON A. WETEERILL, Museum of 
Northern Arizona, Flagstaff, November 10,1936. 

Cowbird Breeding in Solano County, California .-On June 9, 1936, along Green Valley 
Creek, Solano County, California, four miles northwest of Cordelia, I found a nest of the Lazuli 
Bunting (Passerina amoena) with two eggs of the owner and one egg of the California Cowbird 
(Molothrus a&r californicus). 

I believe this is the first record of the Cowbird breeding in this county. The Bunting’s nest was 
four feet from the ground, fastened partly to twigs of a scrub oak and partly to a poison-oak bush on 
the bank of a swimming pool which had been formed by constructing a dam across the creek at 
that point. Incubation was advanced in all of the eggs.-EMEaSoN A. STONER, Benicia, California, 
August 30, 1936. 

Desert and Lincoln Sparrows near Chico, California .-While watching several Gambel 
Sparrows feeding in my yard near Chico, California, in the morning of November 27, 1936, I saw a 
Desert Sparrow (Amph$piso bilineata deserticola) feeding with the flock. The sparrow was col- 
lected, and the skin is now in the study collection of the Chico State College. Sheldon in the Condor 
(vol. 11, 1909, p. 172) reported a Desert Sparrow from Kern County, which record is the only 
one I can find of its occurrence west of the Sierra Nevada. 


