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While identification aas to species was somewhat difficult because of the condition of
the specimen and its position high in the gabled roof of the building, Dr. Wetmore considered it a Whistling Swan (Cygnus columbianus).
Mr. J. D. Walkup reported to me that on May 13, 1934, he saw a flock of seven
swans on Babbitt Tank, about thirty miles east of Flagstaff, on U. S. Highway 66.
These birds were observed from a car and were seen to approach and settle on the pond.
The swans were not present the next day .-LYNWN
L. HARGRAVE,Museum of Northern
Arizona, Flagsta#, February
4, 1935.
Cowbirds Appear in Yosemite.-On
the morning of May 16, 1934, I discovered
a rather unusual nest of the Cassin Vireo (Vireo solitariua cassinii).
So much tissue
paper was incorporated in the construction of this nest that I wanted to photograph
it when the parent birds began to feed their young, but on the morning of May 21
when I again visited the nest it was apparently deserted. Two days later I collected
the nest and turned it in to the Yosemite Museum. When I first looked into this nest
there were three typical Cassin Vireo eggs, but when I collected the nest there were
only two eggs, one vireo egg and one slightly larger egg-a gray-green egg heavily
speckled with brown from one end to the other.
Then on the morning of June 23, while out on a bird walk with Mr. H. G. Hill, a
pair of Cowbirds was seen. Cowbirds having not been previously recorded from
Yosemite Valley I would have hesitated to report them had it not been for the identification by Mr. Hill, who is familiar with these birds.
Since the above date, Cowbirds have been seen on several occasions and I began
to wonder about the odd egg that was found in the vireo’s nest. As a result, the nest
and eggs were sent to Dr. J. Grinnell at the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology at Berkeley
where the odd egg was identified as that of the Cowbird (Molothrus ater).-CHAS.
W.
MICHAEL, Yosemite, California, Augwrt 20, 1934.
Recent Records from British Columbia.-Aechmophorus
occidentalis.
Western
Grebe. On July 17, 1933, while I was paddling through a dense growth of sago pondweed which filled one of the shallow bays of Swan Lake, a Western Grebe swam slowls
toward open water uttering a low plaintive call, quite different from the familiar
whistled notes of this species. Shortly afterward a single downy young, approximately
one week old, was captured among the potamogeton fronds which matted the surface
of the bay. Five other adults swam about in the open water close to the bay mentioned
above, where at least one pair of these had nested. Swan Lake is a shallow, marshencircled lake in the Okanagan Valley close to the city of Vernon. Western Grebes
winter abundantly on the coast of British Columbia, and they pass through the southern part of this Province in large numbers on migration to and from their nesting
The species has been noted in summer on
grounds in Alberta and Saskatchewan.
Okanagan Lake and on Swan Lake in years previous to 1933, but hitherto has not been
recorded as breeding in British Columbia.
Glaucionetta
clangzda americana.
American Golden-eye. At least two pairs of
American Golden-eye nested at Swan Lake, Okanagan Valley, in the summer of 1930.
A female with breeding patch was taken there by Mr. Walter Weber; and subsequently
on June 11 at the same place a fernsale with brood of seven was under observation by
Major Allan Brooks and myself for some time. Specimens of these downy young were
collected. There are two other records for the southern interior of British Columbia
based on the presence of mated birds during the nesting season.
Limosa lapponica baueri.__ Pacific Godwit. On October 30, 1931, a Pacific Godwit
was shot sat Colebrook, in the Fraser Valley, some twenty-five miles south of Vancouver. The specimen, which was preserved through the interest of Mr. H. C. Pyke,
Cloverdale, British Columbia, is a bird of the year and is not sexed. This would appear to be the first record of the species for North America south of Alaska.
Zonotrichia
albicollis.
White-throated Sparrow. A male of the year was collected
at Okanagan Landing on September 9, 1931. This is the sixth published record for
the Province.
S+ella
breweri taverneri.
Timberline Sparrow. Two specimens of this sparrow,
both females, were collected at White Lake in the Okanagan Valley on May 30, 1926,
and May 27, 1931. Both specimens were taken in patches of deciduous growth, in

