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where the identification was made.—JosppB W. SEFTON, JR., San Diego Society of
Natural History, San Diego, California, December 27, 1933.

A Screech Owl Captured by a Snake—An interesting incident was enacted near
our house at the Parker Creek Experiment Station, Tonto National Forest, Arizona,
on July 5, 1933. A heavy flapping of wings attracted our attention to an Arizona
oak tree (Quercus arizonica) about five yards from the house. Approximately 12
feet from the ground, and quite close to the trunk, a snake over three feet long
(probably Pituophis catenifer rutilus) hung suspended by its tail from a small dead
limb. The large part of the snake’s body was coiled once around a small owl, judged
from its color and size to be a screech owl (Otus asio cineraceus). The bird
struggled more and more feebly for three or four minutes, and finally was still.

When we shot the snake, its body grew slack, and its tail loosened its hold on
the limb and began to slip. The owl freed itself and flew away, seemingly uninjured.
The owl had apparently been roosting in the tree, and was “stalked” and caught by
the snake. Dr. Walter P. Taylor was kind enough to give us the probable identifica-
tion of snake and bird—Mgs. C. J. WHITFIELD, Young Route, Globe, Arizona, Decem-
ber 22, 1983,

Coots Breeding in the Tucson Region, Arizona.—As there seems to be no pub-
lished record of the American Coot (Fulica americana americama) breeding in southern
Arizona, the following may be of interest. At Bingham’s pond, about six miles north-
east of Tucson, coots were present in small numbers through the winter of 1932-1933.
This irrigation pond is about a fifth of a mile long, very narrow, and is divided by
dykes into three sections. The middle section was heavily overgrown with bulrushes
(Scirpus occidentalis). Here the coots found shelter. About a dozen were seen at
various times during the winter and spring.

On May 10, 1933, two very small, downy young with the adults were seen in
a clear space among the bulrushes. They were noted again on May 20, 21, 22, and
23, somewhat larger in size. Late in the forenoon of May 23, I surprised a pair of
adults with five downy young, another brood. I captured two of the young, and
after examining them, I turned them loose. They swam at once for the bulrushes
and were soon out of sight. Downy young were seen from then on until June 5,
usually one to three birds at a time. Sometimes as many as ten adults were seen.
I believe at least three pairs nested during the summer.

Several downy young were also seen by Dr. C. T. Vorhies of the University of
Arizona. He located one nest of typical coot eonstruction. It contained no eggs.

On July 2 the pond was again visited and five adults with fifteen apparently
full grown young, all in one group, were seen in the open area at the east end. Due
to the dry weather the pond was being drained frequently and the number of coots
gradually diminished. On August 10 only one was seen.

This pond has been in use for quite a number of years, so it seems probable
that coots have nested here in previous summers. More extensive field work in
southern Arizona in the summer months will no doubt reveal other breeding sites
in irrigated districts.—A. H. ANDERSON, Tucson, Arizona, October 7, 1933.

An Arizona Nest of the Ferruginous Rough-leg.—Buteo regalis was reported as
a nesting bird in Arizona by Dr. Alexander Wetmore (Condor, 35, 1983, p. 163) upon
the evidence of two immature, captive birds at Cafion Diablo. However, I believe the
following to be the first record of the eggs actually having been taken within the state.

The nesting tree was located April 15, 1926, in Williamson Valley, at approxi-
mately 4700 feet elevation, twenty-five miles north-northwest of Prescott. The nest,
a large bulky structure almost four feet in diameter and over five feet high, was
situated about thirty-five feet from the ground at the top of a cedar. It was built
of dead cedar sticks of which there were three distinet layers. The color and condi-
tion of the sticks indicated that the bottom layer was the oldest, and that the other
layers had been added during successive years. The nest was well cupped and lined
with shredded cedar bark. This was not a case of repairing an old nest as the Red-
tails frequently do, but of building new and complete nests, one on top of the other.

The eggs, three in number, and in my collection at the present time, were slightly



