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the garden for a number of days feeding on buds and berries; and on February ‘7, 
while I was pruning a Blenheim apricot tree, the birds came into the tree to forage 
and they also took buds from branches already cut and lying on the ground. Many 
were seen feeding with Brewer Blackbirds in barnyard litter under some oaks along 
Putah Creek on February 14. The species was last recorded on April ‘7. 

Two other winter visitants, usually of scarce occurrence, were more in evidence. 
Varied Thrushes (Izoracs nc~evius ssp.) are represented at Davis almost every winter 
by a few individuals which ordinarily remain in the vicinity of fairly dense tree 
growths; the species was more common this year, and one or more individuals was 
noted out in the open in trees and shrubs along a well traveled street. The Townsend 
Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) was noted on several dates between January 31 and 
March 7 in locations suggesting that several individuals were present. 

A conspicuously large congregation of Western Robins (Twdw migratoGs 
pmpinquw) on the University Farm this past winter has already been recorded (The 
Gull, vol. 14, no. 6, May, 1932, pp. l-2).-TRACY I. STORER, Division of Zoology, Uni- 
versity Fm, Davis, Californiu, October 18, 1992. 

California Quail Attacked by Gopher Snake.-On July 9, 1932, in the Rockridge 
district, Oakland, Alameda County, California, a California Quail (Lophor’tyx cali- 
fomica) was heard calling in distress by three members of my family. The bird, a 
female, was located at its nest beneath a bush. It was thrashing about on the ground, 
while its throat was held fast in the jaws of a good-sized gopher snake. When the 
snake was struck it released its hold upon the quail and turned its attention to the 
eggs. The.snake swallowed one egg and was undisturbed until the egg had progressed 
about six inches from its mouth. It was then chased away from the remaining eggs. 
-M~AREIT W. WYTHE, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, Berkeley, Ca.lifornia, Octobe) 
18, 1982. 

White-crowned Sparrows Banded in Pasadena.-Because Zonotrichia leucophrys 
leuoophrys is rather a rare bird in Pasadena it may be of interest to publish the 
records of those banded by us at 418 North Hudson Avenue, Pasadena, California. 

Band numbers Dates of captures Band numbers Dates of captures 
570464 April 18, 1928 A131477 April 29,30, May 1, 1930 
570479 April 19,1928 B111924 April 27, 1931 
570484 May 11,12,1928 Cl03071 May 11,1932 
694402 April 18,1929 c103100 May 29,1932 

These birds were all in their adult plumage 
ward migration at the time of capture. 

and presumably were on their north- 
None, other than those captured, has been 

seen at this location.-HAROLD MICHDNE~R and JOS~=HINB R. MICHDNF%, Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia, Octobw 31, 1932. 

The Lucas Auk of California.-Dr. U. S. Grant of the Geology Department of the 
University of California at Los Angeles, on his return from field work on the Marine 
Pliocene at San Diego, California, placed in my hands a small fragment of bone which 
proves to be of more than passing interest. In 1902, Lucas (Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 
XXN. 1902. DD. 133-134) described the first fossil bird recorded from the state of Cali- 
fornia. This specimen’was taken during the construction of the Third Street Tunnel 
in the business district of Los Angeles, and was limited to the proximal three-fourths 
of the humerus, evidently of a marine diver. Lucas est.ablished for the bird a new 
genus and species, Mancalla califomziensis, a category which has stood for thirty years 
without an additional representative. The imperfect fragment at present in hand is 
so completely in harmony with the type specimen in the characters preserved that 
I have no hesitation in announcing it as basis of the second record of the species. 

At the time of original description, the age of the formation penetrated by the 
tunnel was considered to be Upper Miocene. Four years later Arnold (U. S. Geol. 
Surv., Prof. Paper no. 47, 1906, p. 29) revised the geologic correlation on the basis of 
molluscan remains, and assigned it to a later time, that of Lower or Middle Pliocene. 
The specimen in hand comes from the Pliocene of San Diego and thus strengthens 
the opinion of Arnold. 
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Furthermore, Dr. Grant, studying the invertebrate fauna at the San Diego locality, 
concludes the age to be the middle part of the Pliocene. He has kindly furnished the 
following note on his field station in the horizon. 

“The specimen of bird bone you have identified as MancaUa californiensis Lucas 
was collected by Mr. E. H. Quayle from very fine grained, gray sandstone in a road 
cut about one-tenth mile east of Euclid Avenue on Market Street, San Diego. The 
omurrence is far from the base of the San Diego formation, and almost surely in the 
unner half of it. Concerning aossible breeding islands at that time, it would be safe 
t.o $ay that in all probability-Pt. Loma and Sol;?dad Hill were such islands in Pliocene 
time, and there were possibly others in the present foothill area.” 

Lucas’ original paper states that the genus Man&la is characterized by a short, 
flattened humerus devoid of the customary sigmoid flexure, by the moving of the 
articular head toward the ulnar border, and by the development of the ridge for the 
attachment of the brachialis inferior muscle. He bases his conclusion of flightless 
habit upon the shortness, the flatness, the lack of sigmoid flexure of the shaft, and 
the backward thrust of the articular head. Lucas’ points are well taken, and any- 
one making a careful study of the type is impressed with the weakness of the bone 
as an organ of flight. While it does not show genetic relation to the penguins, there 
are certain characters, presumably adaptive, that are strongly suggestive of that 
group, and which at the same time set it off from its nearest relatives, the Auks. 
Such characters may be listed as follows: 

1.-A short, thin, almost blade-like form strongly flexed into an open arc in- 
stead of a sigmoidal curve. 

2.-This arc is accentuated by the backward thrust of the deltoid crest beyond 
the middle point of the shaft where it becomes even carinate in form. 

3.-The ligamental furrow on the head assumes a deep basin shape, and lies 
just opposite the capital groove with which it communicates by way of a notch in 
the posterior contour of the head. This notch is very deep in both specimens. 

4.-The sub-trochanteric fossa is much larger than in the Great Auk, though 
smaller than in the penguins. 

5.-The brachialis anticus muscle attached to a ridge that lies almost on the 
very profile of the flattened shaft. 

The Great Auk (Phutus impennis) was known to be flightless, though the wings 
were doubtless used with good effect in underwater swimming. 

The Pliocene bird was held by Lucas to have been of greater specialization than 
the Great Auk and hence the humerus was of smaller size in relation to the body 
mass. He therefore estimates for Mancalh a body size about equal to that of PZau.tus 
impenrcis. With this conclusion, I am quite in accord. 

Lucas further postulates for the species an insular breeding ground, protecting 
it from certain mammalian predators. For some years the general area of thti 
present city of Los Angeles, in my own thinking and speaking, has been designated 
as a Pliocene archipelago. Perhaps the present bay of San Diego is the residuum 
of another Pliocene sea that was broken by islands comparable to the Los Angeles 
archipelago and afforded to Mamcalla. ca.Gfovniensis a haven comparable to Funk 
Island. No ice floes made pathway for fox or wolverine, and no poultry-minded whaler 
landed there to vary the monotony of his diet and herd the heluless’ creatures across 
the gangplank onto- his boat’s deck. Yet Mancalla “walked the plank” into oblivion 
just as certainly as did the Great Auk of Recent time.-Lovn MILLZX, University of 
Cal;$ornia at Los Angeles, October 13, 1932. 

Occurrence of the White-winged Scoter in Montana--On June 7, 1932, a White- 
winged Scoter (Mehnitta deglatii) was observed by the writer at Black Lake, near 
Fortine, in extreme northwestern Montana. The bird, evidently a wanderer, was not 
observed at that lake, or any other lake in the locality, at any other time during the 
season. 

There appear to be no published records of the occurrence of this sue&s in 
Montana during spring or early summer. In his list of Montana birds (Pa&c Coast 
Avifauna, no. 14, 1921, p. 39), Saunders cites a few described cases of its occurrence as 
a fall migrant, principally during August, with the statement that these are the 
only Montana records.-WINTON WEIYD~MFNER, Fortine, Montanu, September 19, 1932. 


