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FROM FIELD AND STUDY 229 Sept., 1932 

From another hole, while we were following by means of pick and hoe the carpet 
of horse manure, I removed a Pacific Pallid Bat (An~trox~ ~uZZZUS pacificz~8) with 
a wing spread of about fifteen inches. This, too, had been considerably “chewed upon.” 

In still another cavity was the rear half of a freshly-killed Least Sandpiper 
(Phobia minutilla) . Large flocks of these little “peeps” had been noted on the pre- 
vious day flying over and feeding on the mud flats a quarter of a mile away. There 
was a question in our minds whether a burrowing owl could outily and capture on 
the wing one of these sandpipers. In this connection I found that the food in the 
stomach of the sandpiper had been digested, there remaining in the stomach only 
thirty grains of sand and a hard-cased seed of similar size. From this it might be 
inferred that the sandpiper was taken by the owl during the uight or early in the 
morning while the former was at roost. If taken at such a time the food would 
normally have become digested. 
. Another rather interesting note in connection with this day’s collecting was the 

fact that one of the females captured in the nest cavity had evidence of holding 
another egg. She was taken to my home, placed in a box, and the egg was laid for 
us the next morning, quite likely completing the set of seven. The bird was then 
returned to the nesting locality and released. 

I got another thrill when I found that an owl caught on her eggs in one of the 
holes bore a band which I had placed on her two seasons before, as I had captured 
her under similar circumstances in this identical field on May 6, 1930.--EMFRsoN A. 
SWNER, Benicia, Ckdifornitl, M~Q 2.4, 1938. 

Bird Notes from Southern California.-Perusal of a few recent volumes of the 
Condor has brought my attention to facts regarding the occurrence of a few species of 
birds from southern California. A few statements from my notes on three species may, 
in the light of these, be of interest and are presented here. 

Red-breasted Merganser (Merges serratwr) . This bird is rare in the region dur- 
ing the summer months. Mr. J. Moffitt (Condor, 33, 1931, p. 252) has published a 
record of four immature birds seen at the Bolsa Chica Gun Club, Orange County, on 
June 9, 1931. While at Palisades de1 Rey, Los Angeles County, on June 25, 1929, I 
discovered three birds, all apparently immature, in the canal east of the colony of 
beach homes. The birds were noticed again July 2 off-shore in company with some 
White-winged Scoters. 

Wilson Phalarope (Steganop ttieolor) . This species is none too common in 
southern California in spring and there are few coastal records. I saw a small flock 
of these birds in the salt marsh owned by the local gun club at Palisades de1 Rey on 
April 13,1929. All the birds were in breeding plumage. Two specimens were collected. 

Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephdus rubinwr mexicanus). Mr. W. C. Hanna has 
brought up the subject concerning the most westerly breeding station of this species 
in California (Condor, 31, 1929, p. 75). 
eggs at Coachella, Riverside County. 

On *April 15, 1928, he found a nest with 
There are several specimens of this species, 

taken in March and April at Mecca, which are now in the Museum of Vertebrate 
Zoology at Berkeley. One female was collected by W. P. Taylor at Torres (now Toro) , 

. seven miles south and slightly west of Coachella. This bird (no. 828, Mus. Vert. Zool.) 
was taken April 16, 1908, with these notes of the collector: “The Vermili,on Flycatcher 
contained we&deveIoped eggs, so probably the species breeds here.” While collecting 
at Indian Wells on May 11, 1930, I discovered a family of flycatchers in a grove of 
Fremont cottonwoods along the Palm Springs-Mecca auto road. Two immature birds 
were being fed by both adults. This locality is eight miles west of Coachella and 
extends the breeding range of this bird slightly still farther to the westward. The 
male was collected.--JAME;Si STIWENSON, Berkeley, California, March 28, 1932. 

Bohemian Waxwings in Colorado, 1931-32. -Bohemian Waxwings (BombyciZta 
gwrula) were present in Colorado over a large area of the State, and in incredible 
numbers, from October to April (1931-32) ; there seems no way to estimate, even 
approximately, the numbers of these birds in Colorado during those months, but it 
was of the order of hundreds of thousands. 

So far as I am able to ascertain, through reports sent to me by obliging friends 
residing in widely separated Colorado areas, the species came into Colorado by the 


