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two at a time, would grab a small chunk of bread, fly with it to the ground and care-
fully hide it from sight, either among the short grass, under dead leaves or under a
bit of bark, and immediately return to the table for more provender to put in storage.
Occasionally pausing to worry a little more of the bread down their throats, the birds
kept up these prudential activities until all of the smaller bits of bread were stowed
away and only a rather large piece of the heel of the loaf was left. This they tried
also to carry away, but got it no further than the edge of the table, when it fell to
the ground and was abandoned.

During this performance constant lookout was kept on my part for the appear-
ance of an adult bird, or for some raucous sound denoting the nearby presence of one,
but to no avail. I even watched for a while from behind a screen on the cottage porch
with no resulting approach of a parent, aunt, cousin or other relative. When first
observed these young jays seemed to be too freshly out of the nest to be able to put
into practice anything much in the way of example set them by their elders, and
when next observed, after an interval of four days, they again were unattended by
a parent. This being the case, when or how did the youngsters learn the storage
scheme? Did they learn it, or was it just instinet?—JoseEPH MAILLIARD, California
Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, California, March 19, 1932.

Winter Occurrence of the Townsend Warbler at Portland, Oregon.—On January
13, 1928, a much-emaciated Townsend Warbler (Dendroica townsendi) was found dead
on one of the city streets of Portland (Pacific Coast Avifauna, No. 19, 1929, p. 40)
and reported as the first winter record available at that time. Since then, Miss Maude
Ragon of the local Audubon Society brought another adult male to the writer on
January 12, 1931; and the third, also a male, was found dead in the same part of the
city on January 18, 1932, by Miss Ruth Russell, who also found the specimen in 1928.
It is interesting to note that the three winter records of the occurrence of this warbler
in Oregon should be reported on January 13, 1928, January 12, 1931, and January 13,
1932, all three by Miss Ragon and Miss Russell—STANLEY G. JEWETT, Portland, Ore-
gon, January 16, 1932,

Bird Notes from Santa Cruz Island.—On February 20, 1932, I saw a Short-billed
Gull (Larus canus brachyrhynchus) in immature plumage at Pelican Harbor, Santa
Cruz Island, and on March 6, four Short-billed Gulls, three immature and one aduit,
.in Prisoner’s Harbor on Santa Cruz Island.  The only published record for this bird
from the Channel Islands is that of three individuals taken at Catalina, February 11,
1910, by A. van Rossem.

On March 5, 1932, I saw a Townsend Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) on the ridge
above Pelican Harbor,

Mr. Fred Caire reports a flock of about one hundred and fifty Band-tailed Pigeons
(Columba. fasciata) at the main ranch on Santa Cruz Island. He states that he has
seen band-tails once before on the island, but there are no records for either the Band-
tailed Pigeon or the Townsend Solitaire in Howell’s list. Both species have been pres-
ent in Santa Barbara this winter in unusual numbers, and nearer the sea than the
writer has ever before seen them.

The writer noted Varied Thrushes (Ixoreus naevius naevius) near Pelican Harbor
on Santa Cruz Island on February 21, 1932. A specimen, proving of this subspecies,
was taken by Harry H. Sheldon at the main ranch on March 5.—RALPH HOFFMANN,
Sante Barbara, California, March 11, 1932.

The Townsend Solitaire in San Francisco.—The severity of the present winter has
driven many boreal birds to low elevations, resulting in a number of “record” observa-
tions in California lowlands. My twenty-five foot wide garden at 1879 Broadway, San
Francisco, received its share of winter visitants. Here two large berry bushes (Pyra-
cantha crenulata var. yunnanensis), whose fruit has always been a source of attrac-
tion to seed-eating species, were particularly so this winter due to an unusually heavy
erop. :

Ordinarily no more than a few Western Robins and Gambel and Song sparrows
visit our 25 by 40 foot garden in the course of a winter. Yet on January 1, 1932, the
following individuals and species were noted throughout the day; and many of them
remained for more than a month, until every berry was stripped from the bushes:
1 Barlow Chickadee, 6 Western Robins, 3 Pacific Varied. Thrushes, 4 Dwarf Hermit
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Thrushes, 3 Cedar Waxwings, 5 California Purple Finches, 2 California Linnets, 6
Gambel Sparrows, 2 Valdez Fox Sparrows, and 4 Santa Cruz Song Sparrows, which
latter along with the linnets were probably resident birds. This list certainly repre-
sents an unusual concentration of birds for the size of the area, apparently caused,
in all cases except that of the chickadee, by an abundance of one kind of food supply.

Most noteworthy among the winter visitants, however, was a single Townsend
Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) that spent most of the day, December 29, 1931, in

Fig. 21. HYBRIDS, Phasianus X Dendragapus.

my garden where close inspection and positive identification were afforded. This species
was not noted again until January 23, 1932, when the (same?) bird was viewed at
close quarters in my mother’s back yard, 1818 Broadway, directly across the street from
my house. If the latter was the same individual I noted in December (and the rarity
of the species in this region suggests such to be the case), then continual winter
residence of nearly a month at least, is to be inferred.

Reference to The Condor files, and to Grinnell and Wythe (Pac. Coast Avif, No.
18, 1927, p. 146), fails to provide a record of the Solitaire’s occurrence in this county,
though it has been noted rarely in the adjacent ones as an irregular mid-winter
visitant.—JAMES MOFFITT, 1879 Broadway, San Francisco, California, February 16,
1932.

An Unusual Gallinaceous Hybrid.—Through the courtesy of Mr. E. F. Gonty, Port-
land taxidermist, there has come into my hands a beautifully-mounted pair of gal-
linaceous hybrids, evidently Phasianus colchicus torquatus X Dendragapus obscurus
fuliginosus.

About twenty years ago, while hunting pheasants in Yamhill County, Oregon,
a Dr. Montgomery and Mr. Chas. J. Cook of Portland, Oregon, flushed a flock of
these birds, four being killed at the time. These four birds were brought to Portland,
where two were mounted for the Oregon State Game Commission and two retained
at the taxidermy shop of the late W. H. Baker in Portland. Prior to Mr. Baker’s
death, his birds, male and female, were promised me and came into my possession
during April, 1932. One of the original four is still in the office of the Oregon State
Game Commission in Portland, Oregon, and the fourth cannot now be located.

No other record of the occurrence of this hybrid has been reported since the
original capture of these four birds. The accompanying illustration (fig. 21) shows
plainly the mixture of Phasianus and Dendragapus.—STANLEY G. JEWETT, Portland,
Oregon, April 22, 1932.



