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History. A cursory field examination of the bird’s stomach revealed that it was filled 
to distention with insects; so it was selwn up and preserved in alcohol. Later, the 
contents were segregated in the laboratory, and sent to the United States Bureau of 
Biological Survey, where, through the kindness of Mr. W. L. McAtee, it was deter- 
mined that they consisted entirely of parts of at least seventeen noctuid moths of 
the genus Agrotis. There were also seven feathers in the mass, which, when dried 
and fluffed, proved to be breast feathers from the owl. This may have been due to 
the bird’s preening itself, for it was molting and in very poor feather. 

This specimen was killed from its perch in a fir tree about midnight by the aid 
of a powerful electric flash-light. This fact may have some bearing on the discovery 
of its insect diet, for there seems but little question that fragile fare of this sort 
would pass quickly through the digestive tract; and had the bird been killed from 
its day roost, its stomach would very likely have been found to be empty. This was 
the writer’s former experience with spotted owls (Condor, xv, 1913, p. 229) .-LAUREINCE 
M. Hum, Scm Diego Society of Natural History, Bcclboa Pa&, San Diego, Califomzia, 
September 2.4, 1931. 

Bird Notes from the Upper Rio Grande Valley.-In June, 1930, I had an oppor- 
tunity to study the waterfowl of the Rio Grande Valley at Socorro, New Mexico. 
Later, after reference to “Birds of New Mexico” and correspondence with Mrs. Florence 
M. Bailey, it was thought advisable to publish records of the ducks seen. Breeding 
localities and summer records for ducks in the state are not numerous and breeding 
grounds are confined mainly to lakes in Rio Arriba County and areas of the lower 
Pecos Valley. The following notes may be of interest. 

New Mexican Duck (Anas dkxi novimesicana.). This duck is restricted in range, 
being found only in the Rio Grande Valley of New Mexico from Albuquerque south 
to El Paso, Texas. Seven of these black ducks were seen on a pond near the city 
limits of Socorro on June 12, 1930. 

Cinnamon Teal (Querquedula cyunoptera) . Five seen in a slough along the Rio 
Grande on June 12. This species has been recorded from many localities in the state 
but is not particularly abundant anywhere. 

Shoveller (Spatula clypeata,). This duck nests at Lake Burford, Rio Arriba 
County, and in the Pecos Valley near Roswell. I found a male and female on the 
Rio Grande, June 11. 

Lesser Scaup (Ngroccc @X8). Considered by Mrs. Bailey as a migrant and rare 
winter resident in the state. These birds were found in May and June, 1918, at lakes 
of northern New Mexico by Dr. Wetmore, but no definite nesting records were given. 
Near Socorro on June 12, 1930, I discovered a pair of these ducks but was unable to 
find proof that they were nesting there. 

Ruddy Duck (Erkmatura jamaicensis rubida). According to “‘Birds of New 
Mexico” this duck nests commonly in lakes in the northern part of the state, in the 
Pecos Valley and on the Carlsbad Bird Reserve. I found, on June 12, a female with 
six young, only a few days old, in a slo,ugh near Socorro. 

On August 6, 1931, I was in El Paso, Texas, and was able to spend some time 
studying a colony of Great-tailed Grackles (Megaqukcalus major macroumcs) along 
the river at the south side of the city. 
the season. 

Several of the birds observed were young of 
I was interested to find that this bird is rare in New Mexico and western 

Texas. All records given for New Mexico are from the southern part of the state 
along the Mimbres and Pecos rivers and the Rio Grande. One breeding colony was 
found in 1925 near Carlsbad, and birds have been taken at Las Cruces and have 
bred at La Mesa, New Mexico, thirty miles north of El Paso.-JAMFls S~N~N, Los 
Angeles, California, December 21, 1931. 

The Wood Ducks in Napa County, California.-In the pioneer days the Wood Duck 
(Aiz sponea) was reported to have been exceedingly abundant in the upper reaches 
of the Napa River. The writer had never seen any here until the spring of 1925, 
when a flock of twenty-six was reported to be wintering in a small lake-like slough 
near the “Little Trancas.” On March 6, 1925, I accompanied Dr. Harold C. Bryant 
to this spot, and at 6 p. m. Dr. Bryant identified three Wood Ducks which dropped into 
the water. A flock of pinioned domesticated mallards is now kept by an orchardist 
at this place, and a “large” number of Wood Ducks was renorted there this fall. On 
November 12, between 5:30 and 6:00 p. m., the writer and Eagle Scout Wayne Boggs 
observed a flock totalling 60 or more which came in to the slough, and on November 
13, I counted 48 individuals.-E. L. BICKFOR~, Napa, CaJifomia, November 21, 1931. 


