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Bird Notes from Western Montana.-In “A Distributional List of Birds of Mon- 
tana”, by Aretas A. Saunders, the Great Blue Heron (Ardea hero&k herod&) is 
listed as a common summer resident east of the continental divide in Montana, but 
only as a migrant west of the divide. It was reported to me that there were heron 
nests east of Missoula near Drummond; so, on June 13, 1931, a friend and I drove 
to this place to investigate. About sixty miles east of Missoula, on the banks of the 
Missoula River (farther west called Clark’s Fork of the Columbia River), we found 
a heronry. The nests were located near the tops of tall living cottonwood trees. As 
the foliage was quite dense in places and as our observations were made from the 
opposite bank of the river, it was difficult to tell at this time just how many nests 
were there. From one position, however, we counted ten or eleven nests, a total 
of nine adults (sometimes two to a nest), and could see several young moving about 
in the nests. This would seem to establish a nesting record for the Great Blue Heron 
in western Montana. 

As we drove along the road looking for the heron colony our attention was first 
attracted by a nest with a large bird sitting on it. Later we found this to be the 
nest of a Western Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo borealis caZurua) , located near the center 
of the heronry. We saw the hawk carry food to the nest and could see young moving 
about therein. The herons seemed to pay no attention to this neighbor. Saunders’ 
records would seem to indicate that in western Montana most nests of the Red-tail 
are found on rock-cliffs rather than in treeS.-CAROLINB WIILLS, Miss&, Montana, 
June 17, 1931. 

Nesting of Tolmie Warbler in Southern Santa Clara County, California.-Tolmie 
Warblers (O~orrais tolmiei) were first noted by the writers at Betabel, San Benito 
County, on May 28, 1931. One pair was located by Carriger and one female by 
Unglish. On June 6, 1931, a search was again made .for nests and one with two 
eggs was discovered by Carriger along the banks of the Pajaro River in Santa Clara 
County. This nest was left with the hope of obtaining a complete set. About two 
miles down the river on the San Benito side another bird was noted by Carriger 
but no nest found. 

On June 12, 1931, the above set was taken by Unglish when it consisted of three 
eggs with incubation well begun. The foundation of the nest was composed of bright 
new dried grass and weed stems, the tipper part of dark-colored weathered grass 
blades, and the lining of long black horse hairs. It was placed 20 inches up in a 
tangle of weeds and blackberry vines. This appears to be far south of the bird’s 
general breeding range in the coast region.-H. W. CARRIC~~ and W. E. UNGLISH, 
Oakland and Gilroy, California, June 22, 1931. 


