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of the American Museum of Natural History), taken on March 6; but I see no reason 
for believing that it differs specifically from the other. 

After the above paragraphs were written, a letter was received from Dr. Robert 
Cushman Murphy, of the American Museum of Natural History, in which he states 
that he can “find no trace of an alleged specimen of Oceanodroma mamodactyla, 
collected by Dr. Townsend on Guadalupe Island in 1911.” With regard to other 
examples of the species in the American Museum collection, Doctor Murphy says: 
“All of our adult examples of macroductyla ,are labeled Guadalupe Island and were 
taken during only two different months-namely, March, 189’7, and May, 1906. In 
addition to these, however, there are a male and a female in nestling plumage, 
collected by R. H. Beck in August, 1912. These appear to be true macrodact&, . . . .” 
The identification of these nestlings is doubtless correct; nevertheless, August seems 
rather late for young’of this species to be still down-clad. 

It would seem, therefore, that the disappearance of this species, presaged by 
earlier visitors, and its imminence stressed by Thayer and Bangs (CONDOR, x, 1908, p. 
103)) has become an accomplished fact during the last twenty years.-M. E. MCLELLAN 
DAVIDSON, Califo?-nia. Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, September 17, 1928. 

Lewis Woodpeckers Nesting in Colonies.-Each season has its surprises and new 
incidents for the oologist and birdman and this year my experience with the Lewis 
Woodpecker (Asyndesmus lewisi) stands out as the most interesting. May 22, I was 
hunting around in the bottomlands along the Columbia River in Multnomah County, 
Oregon, and located a nest of the Lewis Woodpecker in the main trunk of a dead 
cottonwood or balm tree. It was out of my reach, unprepared as I was at the time; 
so I made arrangements with Mr. J. C. Braly to go with me and take his extension . 
ladder. 

We went out May 24 and I got up and opened the cavity but found I was too 
early. This was a real disappointment to me as I had expected a nice set of eggs 
from the nest; and I never had taken a set of this species even though the bird is 
not uncommon around Portland. However, we noticed a pair around another balm 
snag less than a quarter mile away; and, surely enough, I found another new nest 

’ hole and lots of fresh chips on the ground. We decided that we would let this one 
alone for a few days. 

June 6, I got a good man with climbing irons and belt to go with me. He got 
up to the nest and opened it and obtained five eggs with incubation well under way. 
The snag he was on forked just below him and while at work he saw an old hole 
in it not over 18 inches from the one he opened first. He opened this second hole 
up and found three fresh eggs. While he was at work here I noticed one of the 
woodpeckers enter a knot hole much higher up the snag; so he climbed up there. This 
hole was pretty well up and the tree swayed in the wind in rather an alarming 
manner, ‘but the man was game. It was a natural cavity and seasoned like bone so 
that it was hard to chop through the shell. There were two fresh eggs in this. He 
had captured two of the birds in the cavities and turned them out but I did not see 
over three at one time about the tree. 

We then went over to my first tree and found that a new nest hole was started 
near the one I had opened too early. My companion came down and we started 
away, but upon looking back saw a bird disappear into the trunk way up above 
where we had been working. He went up again, and surely enough found a nest 
cavity containing three young and three eggs. While here he heard a noise up even 
higher, and upon getting up there found a cavity containing six young. We finished 
up the day by taking a pretty set of five from another snag several miles away, but 
there was but one pair here. 

I was not aware that this woodpecker, or any other of the family for that 
matter, colonized; but here were three occupied nests in each of two trees and less 
than a quarter of a mile apart--En. S. CURRIER, 416 East Chicago Street, Portland, 
Oregon, August 3, 1928. 

Bird Notes from Oregon.-American Scoter. Oidemia wmericana. In the writer’s 
experience, this is a rather rare and irregular winter visitor along the Oregon coast. 
The scarcity of published records leads me to record the following occurrences. On 


