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Nesting of a Pair of Red-shafted Flickers.-During the winter of 1925 I securely 
wired into place a dead stub of an alder tree about six feet long and twelve inches 
through, at a height of fifteen feet in a walnut tree in my back yard here in town. 
During February and March, 1926, I noticed that a pair of Red-shafted Flickers 
(Co&&es cufer col.?aris) was continually working on the stump. Chips from the 
cavity gradually accumulated on the ground under the tree, and by April 1 the cavity 
seemed ready for eggs. However, it was not until April 21 that I found the first egg 
in the nest; on April 26 there were six eggs and the bird was sitting. On the morning 
of May 7 as I tapped the tree the female left the hole and I examined the nest, to find 
six small young that had seemingly just hatched, as the egg shells were still in the 
cavity. On May 11 the youngsters were well developed and hissed loudly when I 
handled them, but their eyes were not as yet open. The parent birds were apparently 
not brooding them during the day even though their bodies were bare of feathers. Thev 
were large enough to band at this time and I placed the following bands on them, nos. 
266675, -76, -77, -78, -79, and -80. 

On May 15 the. eyes of the young flickers were still closed, but they seemed to be 
just opening on the 16th. At this time the primaries, secondaries and tertiaries were 
about a quarter of an inch long. The feathers on the dorsal feather tract were just 
breaking through the skin, and the rectrices were about one-half inch long. Their 
necks, heads, and under-parts were still bare. The old birds were not about. The 
young were very noisy, with their grating hissing notes, and seemed strong and healthy, 
with no parasites in the nest or on them. 

I was then away from home for some two weeks in Lower California. When I 
returned, on June 1, I found the young well able to fly, and they all left the nest on 
this date. 

Thus we note that the adult birds took several weeks at a leisurely pace to build 
their nesting cavity, even though in a rotten stump; six days to lay their eggs; twelve 
or thirteen days to hatch them; and that the young stayed in the nest about three; 
weeks. Also that the feather development on the young was very slow at first but 
speeded up as soon as their bodies were quite large. And also it seems that if we put 
up suitable nesting sites for this tsne of bird. it will not be difficult to attract such to 
our homes. There has been considerable complaint about flickers drilling into the sides 
of buildings, but if we would give them natural nesting sites it is very probable that 
they would desist from doing this. 

My birds were often seen feeding on the ground in my back yard. Not once did 
they drum on the house, but used both a tall radio pole next door and their nesting 
stub for their drumming places. This drumming, which usually took place in the 
early morning, started in February and was kept up during that month and March. 
It became less frequent after the eggs were laid, though it was heard at intervals even 
until the young birds had flown.--WRIGHT M. PIERCE, Claremont, California, December 
10, 1926. 

Additional Records of the Gray Gyrfalcon in Washington.-Since recording a recent 
specimen of the Gray Gyrfalcon (Falco n&icoZus) for Washington (Condor, XXVIII, 
1926, p. 172), Mr. Stanley Jewett has called my attention to the fact that he had previ- 
ously reported one from this state (Condor, XXIII, 1921, p. 166), which was really the 
second state record. In corresponding with Mr. Loew, taxidermist at Colville, Wash- 
ington, he describes this bird as follows: “Slate colop on the back and very light 
underneath, streaked with brown”. He describes another gyrfalcon taken by him in 
November, 1926, which he has mounted, as “very dark slate color on the back and 
nearly slate below, with only a few whitish gray markings”. 

I have also located a fifth specimen, an immature male taken at Chelan, Washing- 
ton, on December 31, 1926, by Mr. G. L. Richards, a taxidermist of that place. Mr. 
Richards was formerly state taxidermist at Albany, New York. This makes three 
records for the fall of 1926, all immature birds. Dr. Walter Koelz of the University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, writes me under date of February 12, 1926, that he has two 
gyrfalcons taken on the Queen Charlotte Islands that same winter.-J. L. SLOANAKER, 
Spokane, Washington, December 12, 1926. 


