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Birds from Volcan San Miguel seem to represent a well marked race differing

radically from sclateri in coloration. Its characters are designated as follows:
Icterus sclateri pustuloides, subsp. nov.

Type-—Male adult, no. 17,652, collection of Donald R. Dickey; Volcan San Miguel
(3000 feet), Salvador; March 22, 1926; collected by A. J. van Rossem; original no.
10,7217. E g

Subspecific characters—Similar to Icterus sclateri sclateri Cassin in pattern of
coloration, but yellow or orange-yellow areas of adult males replaced by intense orange,
orange-red or flame-orange. In this respect some individuals are of almost the exact
shade of Icterus pustulatus (Wagler), save that pustuloides averages less red (more
orange) on auricular region and sides of throat.

Range.—2,500 to 3,000 feet on Volcan San Miguel, Salvador; occurring as a
migrant in the lowlands (Lake Olomega, altitude 200 feet, September 11, and Divisa-
dero, altitude 800 feet, September 30).

Remarks.—Icterus sclateri is only a summer resident in Salvador, and both forms
disappear completely after the breeding season. The last fall record is October 14
and the first spring arrival was taken March 7. Pustuloides is therefore apt to be
encountered in other regions.

Pustulatus and sclateri are obviously geographic representatives of a common stock
and it is my strong impression that they should be regarded as specifically identical.
However, I do not care to propose definitely such treatment until more birds have been
examined. I am indebted to Mr. Dickey, and to Mr. Outram Bangs of the Museum of
Comparative Zoology, for the loan of pertinent material.

Specimens examined.—Icterus sclateri sclateri: Costa Rica: Bolson, 1; Salitral de
Miravalles, 1; Salvador: Lake Olomega, 5; Divisadero, 5; Sitio del Nifio, 1; San Sal-
vador, 8; “Guatemala”, 3; “West Coast of Mexico”, 1. Icterus sclateri pustuloides:
Salvador: Volecan San Miguel, 8; Divisadero, 1; Lake Olomega, 1. Icterus pustulatus:
Mexico: Sonora, 5.—A. J. VAN RoSSEM, 514 Lester Avenue, Pasadena, California,
August 28, 1926.

Poor-wills Attracted by Arc Light.—Throughout a fairly long and diversified ex-
perience in the field, I have often speculated upon the fact that our higher vertebrates
of nocturnal habits and insectivorous propensities are loath to take advantage of the
banquets ready spread for them about any and every street lamp during summer
evenings. Perhaps others have been more fortunate; but of such occurrences, all that
I have observed in many years have consisted of a few bats and very occasional night-
hawks (Chordeiles) flitting within the outermost periphery of the illumination cast by
an arc light—an act casually indulged in by the birds and evidently without thought of
repetition.

August 28, 1926, I was sitting, near midnight, on the observation platform of the
California Limited as it stopped at Needles, California. It was with much interest
that I then noted at least three Poor-wills (Phalaenoptilus nuttelli nitidus ?7) hawking
about a powerful arc light in the railway yards close by. The observation point of
one of these was upon the top of a board fence well within the circle of illumination;
of the others, some point out of my direct vision and just beyond the fence. One after
the other, until my train left ten minutes later, they would flutter up in their quest for
insects, not just somewhere near the light but apparently right against the glass globe
which inclosed the arc, returning each time to their respective stations for observation.

Other observers have undoubtedly seen similar occurrences; but if the facts have
been published I have failed to note them, and any change in the habits of a species,
especially when it involves the use of some man-made contrivance, should be put on
record.—A. BrazIER HowgLL, U. S. National Museum, Washington, D. C., November
15, 1926.

A Proposed Summation of Lower Californian Ornithology.—BE IT KNOWN, that
work is in progress by the undersigned on a “Distributional List of the Birds of Lower
California”. I am doing everything I feasibly can to bring into this list, before publi-
cation of it, every species known to have occurred in Baja California, or ever reported
from that territory, even upon the slenderest evidence. A good part of my work
naturally consists in the ransacking of literature; and I plan to give a bibliography of
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titles covering the subject, as nearly complete as possible. I hereby invite assistance:
clues as regards references in rare publications; information as to the basis of records,
old or recent, where these are open to query, such as from known or suspected mis-
" identification; and new information (localities, dates, and accurate determinations)
based upon specimens or collections never published upon.

In this latter connection, there has been much collecting in Lower California and
subsequent wide distribution of bird-skins, some of them very likely to furnish valuable
facts of seasonal or local occurrence. All such facts should be at hand in order to
make the proposed list as thoroughly inclusive as is possible at this stage in the growth
of the ornithology of that interesting peninsula. I take this opportunity to thank cer-
tain students who already have furnished valuable information along one or another
of the above lines, as follows: Messrs. O. Bangs, L. B. Bishop, D. R. Dickey, J. H.
Fleming, C. W. Richmond, H. S. Swarth, J. E. Thayer, and A. J. van Rossem.

It may be of interest to some of my readers to know that, up to the present time
(November 15, 1926), the Lower California bird list numbers 498 species and sub-
species, though almost certainly a number of these will eventually have to be dropped
into a “hypothetical list” (as being based on misidentification or upon mis-statement
of locality). The number of titles in my Lower California bibliography now totals no
less than 334.—J. GRINNELL, Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California,
Berkeley, November 15, 1926.

The Painted Redstart as a California Bird—On October 28, 1926, Mr. Russell
Hubricht described to me a bird that he had seen in Los Angeles that he could identify
only as the Painted Redstart (Setophaga picta). At Mr. Hubricht’s invitation, I vis-
ited the locality with him and had an excellent opportunity to study the bird at close
range for some time.

I see no chance for doubt as to its identity and am ready to endorse unreservedly
Mr. Hubricht’s identification. I met this species in Arizona some years ago and have
studied its more northern relative, the American Redstart, in the east and middle west.
The actions, the size, the pattern, and the tones of coloration all check perfectly with
the bird as seen in the Huachuca Mountains of Arizona. Especially fortunate were
we in seeing the “fan-tail” act of the redstart, as it spread the tail and drooped the
wings, while the body feathers were slightly elevated. This act is most advantageous
in showing the white patches of wing, tail and shoulders, while the deep blood red of
the ventral surface becomes evident as the bird turns about.

This individual seems to have taken station in a particular group of trees in one
of the city parks, and it has been seen in this spot for five or six days passed. The
Arizona range of the species is separated by a considerable barrier of desert from
this California station, and the lines of migration along which it travels cannot pass
very near. This appears to be a case of straggling that is more pronounced than that
of the desert-inhabiting Vermilion Flycatcher or of the more northward ranging
Eastern Kingbird, both of which species have been recorded from the San Diego region.
—LoYE MILLER, University of California, Southern Branch, Los Angeles, November
1, 1926.

Some Incidents in the Life of a Screech Owl.—In previous issues of THE CONDOR
(xx111, 1921, pp. 97-98, xxvir, 1925, pp. 85-36) I have recorded my observations upon
Otus asio quercinus as a breeding bird in this locality, and I told of the banding of one
adult and four young on May 18, 1924. The adult received band number 226,191, and
it is now possible to trace this bird through two more nesting seasons.

About March 1, 1925, I made a nest box, about 4”x4”x12” in size, with a circular
entrance near the top, and a sloping, hinged lid, and I put it about fifteen feet from
the ground in a tree about one hundred feet from the tree where the owls had nested
the two previous seasons. On March 29, number 226,191 was in this box, and on April
5 she was there again, with two eggs. Fearing that she would leave if disturbed too
often, I have ¢hly the following observations to offer: April 8, there were three eggs;
April 12, four eggs; and April 19, five eggs; indicating a rather long period of laying,
at least eight days being required to lay the last three eggs. On May 8, two of the
eggs had hatched, indicating an incubation period of thirty days or more. On May 24,
I banded four young, giving them numbers 226,196 to 226,199, inclusive. I do not know
what became of the fifth egg; no trace of it was in the nest when the young were
banded. By June 21, all of these young were out of the nest, but they were still being
fed by the adults.



