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nest swamped by a sudden wind storm was too great to permit of taking any chances
through delay. These four eggs are in general similar to the one described by Dr.
Wetmore, save that the general color is uniform throughout. It varies a little in the
individual specimens, ranging from avellaneous in the lightest specimen to between
avellaneous and wood brown in the darkest. The accompanying cut shows the distri-
"bution of the spotting which varies from purplish gray to black. These eggs are the
only departures from the normal which have been seen among the many hundreds of
mudhens’ eggs observed each year during the three summers of work on this lake.
The possibility that all four of these eggs are the result of an abnormal nervous '
or physical strain on the parent is so remote as to be negligible. While such a condi-
tion as that surrounding Dr. Wetmore’s bird might possibly result in an extraordinary
egg, it is extremely doubtful that more than one would be produced before laying was
suppressed altogether.—A. J. vaN RossEM, Pasadena, California, December 21, 1922.

The Alice Thrush—a Correction.—It is with considerable chagrin that I have to
report what can only be explained as a lapsus calami in my preliminary list of speci-
mens taken by C, H. Young and Wm. Spreadborough at Brackendale, -Lilloet, and McGil-
livray’s Creeék, British Columbia, between June 11 and September 12, 1916, in the Sum-
mary Report for the Geological Survey (Canada) for 1916, pp. 359-368. On this last
page will be found under Alice’'s Thrush, Hylocichla aliciae, six specimens recorded as
taken at Brackendale and Lilloet. This entry properly refers to Hylocichla ustulata;
the subspecies was not determined, but there is not the slightest doubt of the incor-
rectness of the record as it stands.—P. A. TAVERNER, Ottawa, Canade, February 26, 1923,

EDITORIAL NOTES AND NEWS

It may not be amiss for American ornith-
ologists to recall for a moment that “we”,
cach and all of us, share in the ownership
of the largest and most valuable collection
of birds in the New World, namely, that
containcd in the Division of Birds, United
States National Museum. More systematic
worg relating to America has been based
on that collection than, perhaps, upon all
the o'her American collections combined.
We should, and doubtless most of us do, feel
a just pride of ownership and achievement
in these matters. Furthermore, all working
ornithologists must feel a satisfaction in
that a man of broad caliber is acting cura-
tor of our National collection—Dr, Charles
W. Richmond, much of whose time and en-
crgy for years have been taken up with
helping in the enterprises of others. Dr.
Richmond’s service to ornithology  is en-
hanced by his great knowledge of the birds
of the world and by his wonderful memory
of the published literature in regard to
them. His genial personality and his readi-
ness to expend time in helping visitors who
come to his department at Washington go
to make one thankful that a man of his
stamp is in executive charge of our Nat-
ional collection.

Messrs. Alexander Wetmore and Donald
R. Dickey debarked from Honolulu on April
4 for two months exploration of the smaller
islands of the North Pacific. The present

status of the famous bird colonies on Lay-

san Island will be looked into.and efforts °

made to rid that island of the introduced
rabbits, whose presence is inimical to the
welfare of certain of the native species of
birds. Studies of the birds will Le aided by
the movie camera in the expert hands of
Mr. Dickey. We look forward to seeing the
“dance of the albatrosses” vividly before us
on the cinema screen before many months,

Mr, and Mrs. Chester Lamb are favorably
located for a period of collecting at San Jose
del Cabo, Lower California.

MINUTES OF COOPER CLUB MEETINGS
NORTHERN DIVISION

FEBRUARY.—The regular meeting of the
Northern Division of the Cooper Ornitholog-
ical Club was held at the Museum of Verte-
brate Zoology on February 22, 1923, at 8
o’clock. President Cooper was in the chair
and the following members were present:
Misses Beaman, Bennet, Burk, Clough, Cul-
ver, and Thomson; Mesdames Allen, Bam-
ford, Delport, Mead, Reygadas, Schlesinger;
Messrs. Bryant, Cooper, Dixon, Evermann,
Farber, Gignoux, Miller, Storer, and Swarth.
Visitors were Mrs. Farber, Mrs. Thomson
and Mr. Koch,
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The January minutes were read and ap-
proved, followed by the reading of the
Southern Division minutes for the same
month. Applications presented were as fol-
lows: Mr. Willard Ayres Eliot, 1011 Thur-
man St., Portland, Oregon; Mr. J. F, Hay-
wood, Mather, Tuolumne County, Calif.;
and Mr, Joseph J. Hill, 1945 Delaware St.,
Berkeley, all presented by Mr. Joseph Grin-
nell.

A letter from the Secretary of the Pacific
Division of the American Assoclation for
the Advancement of Science, announcing
plans for the annual meeting on September
17, 18, and 19, 1923, was read by the secre-
tary. In accordance with the request in-
cluded in the letter Mr. H. C. Bryant and
Mr. Joseph Mailliard were appointed dele-
gates to the meeting of the Affiliations
Committee,

Mr. Joseph Dixon then gave a very en-
tertaining and instructive talk on bird pho-
tography, illustrating it with lantern slides.
Adjourned.—AMELIA S. ALLEN, Secretary.

SOUTHERN . DIVISION

JaNnvuARY.—Regular monthly meeting of
the Southern Division, Cooper Ornitholog-
ical Club, was held at the Southwest Muse-
um at 8 p, M, January 23, 1923. Business
was deferred until after the showing of Mr.
Dickey’s film, “Game Trails of the North
Woods.” This was appreciated by a hun-
dred or more members and friends, who
marvelled at the excellence of the pictures
and the infinite patience required to secure
them.

Minutes of December meeting were read
and approved, and those of the Northern
Division were read, Presentations for
membership were as follows: Mrs. G. Mau-
rice Crow, Glendora, by Miss Pratt; George

H. McDaniel, 234 West Pratt St., Eu-
reka, and Frank J. McCoy, Santa
Maria, by W. Lee Chambers; Joseph

W. Sefton, care Sefton Investment Co., San
Diego, by Laurence Huey; Miss Elizabeth
Dewes, 364 Whitehall Road, - Morristown,
Pa., by R. J. Middleton; Ernest D. Cla-
baugh, 2215 Grant St., Berkeley, by H. C.
Bryant; Mrs. Myrtle K. Yost, 2831 No.
Broadway, Los Angeles, by Miss Miller; and
Joseph A. Manington, 1342 Detroit St., Los
Angeles, by H. J. Lelande,

On motion of Dr. Miller, the committee
appointed at the December meeting to draft
resolutions on the death of Mr. Millard was
empowered to present such resolutions to
the family without further club action.
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The committee on nominations presented
the names of Pierce, Wyman and Little, for
President, Vice-President and Secretary, re-
spectively. Dr. Warmer moved that nomi-
nees be elected by acclamation. Carried.
Nominees declared elected.

The resignation of H. A. Edwards was
tendered by letter, and accepted, Ad-
journed.—L. B, WYMAN, Secretary.

FEBRUARY.—Regular monthly meeting of
the Cooper Ornithological Club was called
to order at the Southwest Museum by the
new president, Wright M. Pierce, at 8:30 p,
M., February 22, 1923. Those present:
Mesdames Bicknell, Ellis, Falger, Fargo,
Law, Mix, Schneider; Misses Burnell, Ken-
nedy, Miller, Pratt, Potter; Messrs. Apple-
ton, Barnes, Bishop, Chambers, Cookman,
Comstock, Hanaford, Huey, Law, Little, Dr,
Miller, Alden Miller, Pierce, Rich, Ross,

Wyman, Vigitors, Mesdames Appleton,
Bishop, Chambers, Cookman, Miller, and
‘Wyman.

Business was put aside until after a very
interesting slide talk, .“Still Movies of
Birds,” by Mr. C. G. Abbott. Pictures of the
San Diego Natural History Museum exhibit
were also shown and explained, as well as
the aim of that institution. .

Minutes of the January meeting were
read and approved. No minutes from the
Northern Division at hand. New names
proposed for membership as follows: Mar-
vin H. Creager, 634 Alameda St., Burbank,
by Alfred Cookman; Thomas A. English,
2001 Haste St., Berkeley, by H. C. Bryant;
Horace Arthur Fuller, 430 San Rafael Ave,,
Pasadena, by Donald R. Dickey; Fred H. W.
Lueders, 516 E. Main St.,, Compton, by Sid-
ney Peyton.

Mr. Law again called attention to the
Federal Shooting Ground Act and to a
wording of the minutes of the September,
1922, meeting, ‘which might convey the im-
pression that the Southern Division was op-
posed to the measure. He then moved, with
second by Dr. Miller, to reaffirm the reso-
lution passed at the August, 1922, meeting,
recording unqualified support of the meas-
ure. Unanimously passed.

Under new business, Mr. Law was ap-
pointed chairman of the Bird Banding
Chapter of the Southern Division. He in-
formed the members that he had U. S. Bio-
logical Survey application cards for bands,
so that those interested in -bird banding
may get prompt action. Adjourned.—
LutHER LITTLE, Secretary.



