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I knew well enough that this point would never be established until the breeding range
was found. Swarth appears to have found this, and his remarks on the subject.show
decidedly that Junco connectens, the Casgiar Junco, as he has named it, is a valid form,
a good subspecies. .
This affair shows what uncertainty may be caused by the description of a spe-
cies or subspecies from a specimen taken on the winter range, perhaps thousands of
- miles distant from the summer home. In this instance almost forty years went by be-
fore the breeding range was discovered and the validity of the form really established.
This brings a question to my mind: Where do most of the individuals of connectens
winter? Can someone tell us? 1 wonder if any other species or subspecies of our birds
have been described from winter specimens, with the summer home remaining as yet
unknown.—EpwARD R. WARREN, Colorado Springs, Colorado, November 6, 1922,

Note on the Sense of Smell in the Golden Eagle and Certain Other Birds.—The
problem of the respective place.of the senses of smell and of sight in enabling the
Turkey Vulture and other carrion feeders to find food is difficult partly because of the
lack of sufficient reliable data. The following testimony to the efficacy of the sense
of smell is contained in a report submitted to the Biological Survey by Mr. Stanley G.
Jewett, Predatory Animal Inspector, Portland, Oregon. On April 16, 1918, according to
Jewett, trapper Elmer Williams (working in Okanogan County, Washington) caught
a Golden Eagle in a coyote trap which he had set at the base of a small fir sapling
in a grove and baited only with the “decayed fish and beaver castor” scent in use by
sthe government trappers. In such case the trap is carefully concealed and there is no
indication to any but the most practiced eye that any disturbance in the surroundings
has taken place. A little scent is usually dashed on the twigs or leaves in the imme-
diate vicinity of the trap, and the only impression received is through the sense of
smell. Jewett writes that trappers in the Oregon-Washington district often catch such
species as the Turkey Vulture, Raven, Western Crow, Golden Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk,
Magpie, and even occasionally the Crested and Gray jays (Cwyanocitta and Perisoreus)
in traps baited only with scent, and one case is known of the capture of a Horned Owl..
—WaLTER P, TAYLOR, U. 8. Biological Survey, La Jolla, California, September 14, 1922,

Additions to the List of Birds from Yellowstone Park.—

Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus). A pair of these birds were gseen with a flock
of Cassin Purple Finches. Although Bobolinks have been on the ranches all about us
for years, this pair, noted May 20, 1922, is the first record inside this Park.

Ruddy Turnstone (Arenaria interpres morinella). A single bird seen on August
30, 1922, with four Killdeer for companions.

‘White-faced Glossy Ibis (Plegadis guarauna). A single bird seen on September
17, 1922, feeding on the border of a muddy slough. Both this bird and the Turnstone
were passing through on migration, . .

These three bring the list of birds for the Yellowstone National Park up to 205
species.—M. P. SKINNER, Yellowstone Park, October 7, 1922,

A Grebe Under Water.—About 8 A. M. on October 12, when the water was unus-
ually clear, I observed an Eared Grebe diving near our pier. The depth was about ten
feet and details were easily visible. The descent was made at an angle of about 45°,
changing abruptly to a course parallel to the sand when very close to it. Swimming
close to the bottom continued for distances estimated at from fifty to seventy-five feet
in the various dives. The course next to the bottom was very irregular, mostly zigzag,
but also including some reverse turns.

Irregular movements of the head accompanied these swimming movements at
the bottom. The whole combination of movements gave a very distinct impression of
searching for something. The natural conclusion was that the bird was searching for
sand crabs or sand worms or other bottom-dwelling animals. No count was kept of
the number of dives, made in plain view, but there must have been at least five. Ap-
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parently the feet only were used for swimming. Ascent to the surface was almost ver-
tical and the grebe came above the water with a bounce like a cork.

The diving of these birds has interested me very much in the last few years, as
a few of them are nearly always seen to be active fairly close to the pier through the
winter months, but this was the first time that I had.been able to observe complete
operations in a series of dives.—W, E. ALLEN, Scripps Institution for Biological Research
of the University of California, La Jolla, California, October 28, 1922.

The White-throated Sparrow in Los Angeles.—On November 13, 1922, I saw a
White-throated Sparrow (Zomnotrichia albicollis) in the Hollywood section of Lbos Ange-
les. The bird was with Gambel Sparrows on a weedy hillside among tall dry mustard,
and presented an exceptionally good opportunity for observation by appearing at two
different times within twenty feet of me. With my field glass I saw very clearly the
distinctive markings: The black and white striped head; the brilliant yellow of the
front end of the superciliary; the sharp contrast between pure white of throat and
gray of breast; the rich rusty brown and black streaky back; and the horn-colored
bill. As I was familiar with this species in its New York State breeding grounds and
know the Gambel here, I feel entirely satisfied with my identification. But as the spe-
cimen was not collected, I offer this record with all due modesty.—MARY MANN MILLER,
Los Angeles, California, November 15, 1922

An Early Account of the California Condor.—In the rare and little known work

of Adolphe Boucard, trochilidist, collector, and merchant of hummingbirds, entitled
“Travels of a Naturalist” (1894, p. 51), there is a passage which probably sums up
the knowledge of this nearly extinct bird, which was current and obtainable about San
Francisco in 1851-52, when he was a resident in that city. It reads as follows:
“But the rarest of all, the Californian Vulture, Pseudogryphus californicus, was seldom
seen. It is a very rare bird, peculiar to Califcrnia. It is the largest of the North Am-
erican species, rivalling the Condor. It is dark brown, with the head and neck naked.
It is very voracious, and when many are together the carcase of a horse or cow is de-
voured in a very short space of time. The smaller species, Cathartes aure, does not
dare to approach them. It is not uncommon to see them assemble with the gulls, and
greedily devour the carcase of a whale which has been cast ashore, and they will even
pursue weak and wounded game”.

Boucard had also learned something of the South American Condor, Sarcoramphus
gryphus, during his visits ashore at Valparaiso on his outbound trip in 1851, for
he writes (loc. cit., pp. 21-22) of it as follows: “Among the Chilian birds, the most re-
markable species is the Condor, Sarcoramphus gryphus, belonging to the family of
Vulturidae. This giant bird is a native of the Andes, choosing its breeding place be-
tween an altitude from 10,000 to 16,000 feet; but they are also seen frequently on the
coast, especially when in search of carrion. Flocks are never seen except around a
large carcase. Otherwise they are met singly, soaring at great height in vast circles.
Its flight is slow and majestic. Its head is constantly in motion as in search of food.
To rise from the ground, it must needs run for some distance, then it flaps its wings
three or four times, and ascends at a low angle, till it reaches a considerable elevation,
when it seems to make a few lelwrely strokes, as if to ease its wings, and moving in
large curves it glides along without the least apparent vibratory motion. In walking
the wings trail on the ground, and it has a very awkward gait. When well gorged with
food, it is slow in its movements and stupid, and is easily captured. Although a car-
rion bird, it also feeds on calves, sheep, dogs, or the like, when it has the chance. It
has been said and written that children have been carried away by this bird; but I
doubt that any authenticated case has ever been proved.

“They are most commonly seen standing on rocks, around vertical cliffs, where
their nests are. It lays two white eggs, three or four inches long, on an inaccessible
ledge. It makes no nest proper, but places a few sticks around the eggs. It is very
difficult to get at them, and they are still rare in the collections. Incubation occupies
about seven weeks, and takes place in the months of April and May. The young at
birth are scarcely covered with a dirty white down, and it takes a considerable time




