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over strain its senility to win a “jay" reputa-
tion. My informant tells that the °sport
last season produced 6,000 counted scalps;
many more unrecorded. The sport is stimu-
lated by prizes—sportsman’s sundries, guns,
etc., etc., paid for out of the subscribed pool,

I was told ‘‘the fir-t prize isa %50 gun and
the farmer’s boy” (who probably learns
ornithology, by s ggestion)is “*after that gun,”
and “gives the jay no rest.”” 7Thus the story
runs, and the moral which our frienls advance
is ‘‘that last season was the best for quail for a
long time.”” I do not desire to sound one note
of censure upon these determined men; but if
the main object is to save quail eggs, one natur-
ally asks what advantageth it the quail,
whether he dies inembryo, or afew months later
falls a ‘‘sacrifice’’ to his kindly protector, who
had shielded him ““in egg,” and watched over
him ininfancy, so that he might ‘‘pot”” him in
early maturity!

I presume the species of jays which are
killed are the ordinary Pacific Coast species,
Aphelocoma californica and Cyanocitia stellevi,
species which have been investigated by our
esteemed member, Prof. F. E. I,. Beal of the
Biological Survey, and others, and the evidence
obtained permits the conclusion, that while the
blue jay is a marauder and guilty in degree,
it is not so to the extent which those who know
it only by “‘its bad name’’ a:credit the unfortu-
nate bird.

Prof. Beal tells us that in the stomachs of
141 California jays 35 per cent of the contents
for the year consisted of animal matter and 65
per cent vegetable; traces of egg shells were
found on’y in twenty-one stomachs; in another
series of 300 stomachs only three contained egg
shells and two, only, bones of birds.”’

I think it would be well within the scope of
the C. O. C. if each member, and there are
members in almost all parts of the State, wounld
take the trouble of investigating scientifically
the habits and foods of the blue jays as they
were found in that especial district, and for-
warding the results of such observations, to the
secretary of the club. It is the duty ofsucha
club as the C. O. C. to be able to state exactly
the economic value or otherwise of any prom-
inent species of bird. It does seem a question-
able proceeding to slaughter in a single season
over 8 000 individuals of a species, if thereis
no more valid reason for so doing than that the
sportsman may form a nursery-preserve of
some other species, whose economic value as
an agricultural asset may actually be of a
much lower value.

1 have every confidence that when it can be
shown that the blue jay, or any other black-
listed species, has qualities which entitle it
to an intelligent consideration, and which in
equity mitigate its evil reputation, it will be
found that the good sense of the sportsman, not
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forgetting the apt kindliness of the ‘‘farmer’s
boy’' will find him a less ardent competitor for
‘“‘the prize-gun’’ and still less ambitious to attain
a doubtful heroism in the ‘‘awful slaughter”
of a species “during the early spring. months.”
I submit this matter to the members of the
C. O. C.—ask them to graciously aid in obtain-
ing facts—and indeed in all cases of appeal to
be an ever ready and competent court of equity
in all matters pertaining to ourlocal ornithology.
Respectfully yours, :
FREDERICK W. D'EVELVN,
President, Cooper Ornithological Club.

APROPOS OF KGG-COLLECTING

Fditor THE CONDOR:

Some of those who read your pages have
been hoth interested and amused at the trend
of the controver-ies in the matter of egg-col-
lecting. There is a broad streak of humor in
the matter-of-factness with which the opponents
of egg-collecting take themselves so seriously
that their position would, if universally ad-
mitted, utterly obliterate every other dowmain
of bird study than their own from the curricula
of that great University in which all thought-
ful men are students. But hiological investiga-
tion is mnot all of knowledge: even as the
esthelik which weaves its own poesy ahout the
devious pursuits of the ultra-collector is not all
of life.  Those who fume and fulminate
against the egg-collector would seem utterly to
over-look the educative element in collecting.

To illustrate: Correspondence in which,
with aims largely personal. he has been en-
gaged during the past two years, has brought
the writer into contact with a large number of
bird students. Many of these have heen known,
at least by name, to some of us for many years.
As we remember them twenty years ago, they
were just egg-collectors—nothing else. Today
they are students of bird life. No more exact
investigators than a few of them are to be
found in all the ranks of the American Orni-
thologists’ Union. If, then, the acquiring of
scientific data be a swmmunnt bonum, surely the
early and erratic and impulsive career of every
one of these ‘‘bird-men’ has been richly worth
the while.

A generation ago there was many a boy who
spent the bulk of his spare time in turning
somersau'ts or instanding on his head. Thus
he learned the ins and the outs of the wrong-
side-ups and the right-side-downs of things.
And today, with the putting away of childish
things, these sumne amusing acrobats are build-
ing rail-roads, digging canals and tunne's—are
strenuously ‘‘getting after’’ the sundry oclopi
that have so wondrously thriven of late in the
troubled seas of American commerce.

If, then, the faddists who teach ‘‘nature-
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studied-to-death” for reward, and the grafters
who oppose legitimate collecting, from behind
the fortresses of Fish-and-Game Commissions,
for gain, will broaden their horizon and open
up the chambers of their souls just a little, to
let in a mite of that broad generous air in
which the sense of humor and of poesy bring to
myriad souls exhilaration, rest and peace, this
weary old world may possibly become a more
comfortable and healthful place to live in.
For “the life is more than meat’’, The soulis
peer of the mind. Apd Man is more than the
Polyp or the Monad. 1f we may, let us have
peace: if not, let us at least war on mutual
terms, and on neutral ground.
(REv.) P. B. PEABODY.

MINUTES OF COOPER CLUB MEETINGS
NORTHERN DIVISION

JaNUARY.—The Club met at the home of Mr.
Joseph Mailliard, 1815 Vallejo Street, San Fran-
cisco, California, on January 19, 1907. President
Mailliard occupied the chair. The minutes of
the previous meeting were read and approved.

Louis P. Bolander, 432 Fair Oaks Street, San
Francisco, Cal., was proposed for membership
by H. T. Clifton. The following were elected
active members: Prof, O. P. Jenkins, Stanford
University, Cal.; Miss Flora A. Randolf, 1706
Walnut Street, Berkeley, Cal.; John W. Martin,
339 N. 1st Street, San Jose, Cal. The resigna-
tions of Mrs. H. H. Bailey, and Mr. George S.
Towne were formally accepted.

A communication from Mr. H. T. Clifton,
treasurer of the Club, recommending that cer-
tain members be suspended for non-payment of
dues, was read and discused. It was the
opinion of those present that members failing
to pay dues after sufficient notification, should
be dropped, as they are a constant expense to
fhe organization. Therefore the secretary was
instructed to notify these members once more.
If no response is received action shall be taken
against them at the next meeting.

The election of officers for 1907 was then pro-
ceeded to, with the following results: Presi-
dent, Dr. F. W. D’Evelyn; Senior V. P., Miss
Bertha 1. Chapman; Junior V. P. Rollo H.
Beck; Treasurer, H. T. Clifton; Secretary, H.
O. Jenkins.

Following this, Mr. Mailliard resigned his
position to Dr. D'Evelyn and a vote of thanks
was unanimously given Mr. Mailliard for his
past services to the Club. Dr. D’ Evelyn took
the chair and appointed as’ editors of THE
CoNDOR for the ensuing year: Joseph Grinnell,
Editor-in-Chief; Joseph Mailliard and Wm. I..
Finley, Associate Editors.

H. O. JENKINS, Secrelary.

Voi. IX
SOUTHERN DIVISION

JaNUARY.—The Regular monthly meeting of
the Southern Division of the Cooper Ornitho-
logical Club was called to order by Vice-Presi-
dent Judson in the Faculty Room of Throop
Polytechnic Institute, January 31, I1go7, with
members Morcom, Grinuell, Clifton, Dixon,
Cosper, Alphonse and Antonin Jay, and Law
present, and, as visitors, Howard Wright and
Adriaan Van Rossem.

The minutes of the last meeting, December
29, 1606, were read and approved. Applications
for active membership were presented as fol-
lows: A. O. Treganza, Salt Lake City, Utah,
proposed by C. S. Sharp; Howard Wright, Pas-
adena, Cal., proposed by J. Grinnell. On mo-
tion by Mr. (lifton, seconded by Mr. Jay, and
duly carried, the secretary was instructed to
cast the unanimous ballot of those present
electing Austin Pani Smith of La Jolla, Cal,, to
active membership. This formality was com-
plied with by thesecretary. On motion by Mr.
Morcom, seconded by Mr. Grinnell and duly
carried, the secretary was instructed to cast for
the Southern Division, the unanimous ballot
of those present electing to active membership,
subject to the approval of the Club-at-Large,
John F. Ferry, Chicago, I1l, The proposal of
Jesse C. A. Mecker was held over for lack of
formal application.

A letter from Messrs. Grinnell and Clifton,
Editor and Business Manager, respectively, of
TuE CONDOR, was read, setting out at length
reasons why the subscription-price of THE
CONDOR is at present too little. Among them
the following were the most potent: 1. $1.00
is below actual cost. 2. Comparatively, at $1.50,
THE CoNDOR is still the cheapest bird maga-
zine published.

On motion, duly made and carried, the sub-
scription to THE CONDOR for non-members of
the Club, was raised to $I.50 a year, subject to
the approval of the Club-at-Large.

The Club then proceeded to the election of
officers for the ensuing year. On motion by
Mr. Dixon, and duly seconded and carried, Mr.,
Judson was instructed to cast the unanimous
ballot of those present, electing those nom-
inated at the December meeting. This formal-
ity was complied with, and the officers for 1go7
are: President, G. Frean Morcom; Vice-Presi-
dent, G. Willett; Secretary, J. Eugene Law;
Treasurer, W. Lee Chambers.

A letter from Mr. P. A, Taverner, Highland
Park, Mich.,, was read, enlarging on the
CoNDOR editorial some months since in regard
to uniformity in common names for birds.
Some exceptions were taken to our Editor’s
views, but in general Mr. Taverner accords
heartily with this suggestion. Adjourned.

J. EUGENE Law, Secretary,



