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tained 5 young about 5 days old, material and location practically the same as NO. I; nest 
foundation of stones and walk of stones extending about IO inches. Nest 4 contained 5 young Io 
or 12 days old; nest placed in small cavity formed by root of tree IO feet up in wall of quarry. 
Nest was typical, placed in shallow cup-shaped foundation of stones; no room in cavity for walk. 
Nest5 contained 6 young IO or IZ days old. Nest was placed in cavity under boulders on bottom 
of quarry and had the usual stone foundation; two matches, a few splinters of wood, lining of 
black goat hair and considerable wool, especially round the rim; no sign of a walk. N&t 6 
contained 3 eggs; typical; location practically same as No. 5; cup-shaped foundation of rocks; no 
sign of a walk. ,Vest 7, April 8, 1899, containing 6 young, one week old; nest situated in 
crevice in wall of quarry; typical stone foundation and 9 inches of walk. Nest 8, April II, 
containing 5 young a few days old. Nest typical, placed in cavity in wall of stone powder 
magazine; usual stone foundation; slight walk of stones. Nest 9, April 15, containing 5 fresh 
eggs; nest typical; location, foundation and walk same as No. I. .Vest IO, April 29; in a cavity 
formed by large rocks on bottom of quarry; nest typical, usual cup-shaped stone foundation, no 
sign of walk; 6 eggs. Xest II, May 18, containing 7 eggs; nest, location and foundation same as 
No. IO; no sign of stone walk. Nest 12, June 3, containing 7 eggs; nest typical, placed in crevice 
in wall of quarry IO feet up; usual foundation of stones, also 7 inch walk; evidently second nest of 
pair of birds, whose nest was located on April 8th. Nest 23, June 3, containing 7 eggs. This 
nest was typical, but the location was quite unusual, the structure being placed in a small waste 
or outlet pipe in an old opeu cistern. This pipe was 4 inches in diameter and about 3 feet from 
top of cistern. This nest had quite an extensive walk and stone foundation consisting of at least 
a pint of stones. 

Summing up the above it will be seen that where the nests were located at the bottom of the 
quarry there was no attempt at building a walk, but when the nest was situated in a crevice the 
walk was invariably there provided. Of course there was room for it. In every case, however, 
the cup or saucer-shaped foundation was there. Query: could not this walk have been built to 
keep the young bards from falling into the crevices or getting their feet caught in same ? I find 
that as a rule two broods are raised in a season and that their food consists to a large extent of a 
species of beetle which they find in the crevices of the rocks. 

One interesting trait and one which I should judge to be purely local is their habit of dodging 
under a boulder or overhanging rock upon the loud report of a blast, and remaining there until the 
shower of falling rock is over. They are then among the first upon the ground, searching fear- 
lessly among the Mexican quarrymen for such beetles as may have become exposed by the blast. 
They seem perfectly fearless of the quarrymen and the heavy cannonading, but on the appear- 
ance of a stranger they become quite perturbed and suspicious and very cautious in going to their 
nests. It was some days or even weeks before they permitted any familiarity whatever on my 
part. How they stand the terrific heat and glare in that quarry during July and August is a 
mystery to me.-PHILo W. SMITH, JR., St. Louis, MO. 

lllelanism in Buteo borealis calurus.-While overhauling a number of Buteo skins a few 
monthsago there was one which did not answer the tag B. swainsotzi. On comparing it with 
some dark phases of Ruteo borealis calums of the last month’s collecting I found this particular 
skin to be a beautiful melanistic phase of caluvus. It is a female, number 1446, ~011. W. 0. E., 
Haywards., Cal., August 20, 1897. The general color of the plumage is a blackish brown over 
the whole body, with a purplish reflection on the back and wings; the edges of the feathers of the 
breast, belly and thighs washed with chestnut brown; thighs also sparsely mottled with the 
same color. The measurements are: length zz inches, wing 17 inches; while another female taken 
December 18, 1903, measures 23% inches in length, wing 18:d inches. This specimen compares 
more with some dark phases of B. swainsoni. The rufous tail is black-banded, twice as deep as 
in a typical red-tail, and is edged with same at end. The head and throat are rufous black, 
fore-breast more grayish, belly brownish black, thighs rufous, barred with black, wings dusky 
brown and black, edged and slightly barred with grayish white; upper and under tail-coverts 
similar to thighs. A slight purplish reflection is seen over the wings, but not so much as on the 
first bird described. 

In a large series of these hawks there are rarely two out of five but show a difference in 
the plumage color. Seven out of twelve before me run either to a light or dark phase; some with 
grayish backs, others with dark brownish black or chestnut. The throat, breast and belly run 
from ochraceous gray to reddish brown, chestnut and yellowish white.-W. OTTO EMERSON, 
Haywards, Cal. 

A Few Notes on Bird I,ife at Three Rivers, Tulare Co., Cal.-The varied thrushes 
have been here in numbers, and the plain titmouse (BLPOZO~AUS inomatus) is giving out its 
pleasant call: whetit, wheetit, wheetit. Rand-tailed pigeons (Col%mhz/asfiata) have been and 
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are plentiful here. They have taken their winter food from the live oak of the foothills (Quercus 
z&C&&); now they feed largely from manzanita buds. On February IO, I heard a noise which 
sounded like coo, coo, coo, and after a search I found a road-runner perched up in the branches 
of an oak tree. I recognized it as the author of the sounds I had heard. I suppose this is one of 
its love songs. 

One of my young friends informed me that he saw a bird sitting in a nest at the eave of his 
house on the a3d of December, 1901. January 13 he looked in the nest and found four eggs nearly 
ready to hatch. Two weeks later they were hatched and gone. He informs me also that this 
same nest contained three broods of five birds each last summer. I think the bird is the Say ’ 
phoebe (Sayornis saya). A friend of mine saved a nest of a hummingbird, probably Cutypte 
anna, which had been built upon a small loop of rope, which was attached to one of the rafters of 
a shed. The nest was made of spiders’ webs, and two young were hatched August 2, 1901, but 
they died. My friend at the same ranch reported finding a complete set of dove’s eggs (Zenai- 
dura macroura) February 27, 1go2.-W. F. DEAN, Three /hers, Cal. 

NOTES AND NEWS 

We have just received a letter from Mr. Grinnell dated Mt. Pinos, June 26. He says: “Here 
I am, on the slopes of Mt. Pinos, a state of existence which I have longed for, for many moons. 
And I am not disappointed either, in the wildness of it, nor in the animals so far secured, though 
there is a lamentable lack of water. We have been just ten days from Pasadena, loitering in An- 
telope Valley and Tejon Pass en route, To-day I climbed to the top of the peak and had a fine 
iew of the country all about, Tulare Lake, Sierra Nevada, Mojave Desert and the ocean. We 
are camped at 6500 feet.” We shall leave the “animals” for Mr. Grinnell to detail later, as they 
are an interesting lot. 

Mr. Edmund Heller writes from Juchitan, Oaxaca, Mexico, under date of April 23d: “Since 
writing you before, our instructions have been modified and we are now collecting both mammals 
and birds for the department of taxidermy. For the last month we have been at work on the 
dry side af the isthmus, in a country resembling in fauna and flora the deserts of California and 
Arizona.” Mr. Heller is making natural history collections for the Field-Columhian Museum. 

Mr. J. 0. Snyder has left for an extensive fishing trip through the Klamath and (>oose Lake 
Hasins of southern Oregon. 

The last of May we received a notice of the Spring Outing Meeting of the Southern Ijivision, 
but have since heard nothing of the meeting itself. By the way, is the Secretary of the Southern 
Division on a protracted vacation. 7 We have not received official minutes since March 190.3. 

We have heard unofficially that an Audubon Society has been organized in Pasadena, but 
have received no word from headquarters. Mr. Scott Way is secretary. 

Mr. Hubert 0. Jenkins has left for Mt. Whitney, to be gone the rest of the summer. 

About the middle of the summer Mr. Malcolm P. Anderson expects to sail for ChIna, where 
he will be engaged, for the next three years, in collectin g mammals for the British Museum. 

Mr. R. B. Moran is camping in Santa Barbara county. 

Mr? W. W. Price is located at his summer camp, Glen Alpine, Tallac, California. 

Mr. P. M. Silloway is in the vicinity of Higfork, Moutana, for the summer. 

The Thirteenth Supplement to the American Ornithologists’ Union Check-list of North 
American Birds, issued with the July .~zL& contains among others the following important 
changes and additions. Zlendya‘qapm obscuru.~ sirrrce Chapman is added; .VyrtaZa Brehtn becomes 
Cryptogtaaux Richmond; Sayornis nigYicans semiatra dropped; Corzjus americanus becomes C 
hrachy+vachos; Scolecophagus Swainson, preoccupied, becomes Euphag us Cassin ; .4stra,oali?/us 
psattria hesperophilus Oberholser is added (SW. U. S.); PipiIoJkscus rat.ol(~* is dropped; La&us 
ludovicianus mearnsi Ridgway (San Clemente Id.) is added; Budytes flazus alascensis Ridgway 
is added; HeZeo&tes brun?reicapilZus is replaced by H. 6. couesi; Breolophus inonlatns restvictus 
Ridgway (vicinity of San Francisco Bay) is added; Phyllopseustes Meyer becomes Araaltthopneuste 
Blasius; 23endroica estiva brewsteri, and Heleodytes bvunneicapillus anthonyi are rejected. Pas- 
serculus rostratus hatophik is equivalent to P. Y. guttatus in summer plumage. 
natinae, Miminatt, Sittinae and Chamainaz are raised to family rank. 

The Ptiliogo- 


