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end of the grass stem, but put the part in the 
egg that is soft and white uear the joint. 

Respectfully, 
R. P. SHARPLES, 

PUBLICATIONS REVIEWED. 

NORTH AMERICAN FAVNA No. 21 consists 
of two papers prepared by Wilfred II. Osgood 
entitled “Natural History of the Queen Char- 
lotte &lands, British Columbia,” and “Natural 
History of the Cook Inlet Region, Alaska.” 
These are base? in the main on explorations 
made during the summer of 1900 by the 
author, with Edmund Heller asassistant, under 
the direction of the Biological Survey. Thir- 
teen pages of the first paper are occupied by a 
list of the birds known to inhabit the Queen 
Charlotte Islands. These 96 species are various- 
ly annotated, hut chiefly in a technical vein. 
Two insular forms are described as new, 
Dryobn~es pir oidem, related to the Harris 
Woodpecker, and ~~~auxifftr slelleri carlofffl, 
resembling the Steller Jay. A dark northwest- 
coast form of the Saw-whet Owl is also distin- 
guished as Nycfafa acndica .woftm. The author 
has resuscitated an ancient synonym of 
Gmelin’s %-us rtrbet* for the northwest coast 
race of the Red-breasted Sapsucker. calling it 
.Sphy,mpic?u ~r~ber.~ovi-,~~?zfyi.~ (Vieillot\. The 
reasons for so doing ,are not clearly explained 
but the implication is, apparently. that 
Gmelin’s v&et- should be restricted to the 
form occuping the arid Boreal Zone of the in- 
terior and soulhern California. Without dis- 
cussing the matter at length, it has seemed to 
us that this is a most unwarranted procedure. 
Although the habitat of Pirrts rnbrr is (erron- 
eous]-?) stated to be “Cayenne,” it was lxoh- 
ahly hased on Captain C’ook’s description, the 
same as Pirtts~flavizmf~ is. Either t%brl- should 
he rejected altogether. or it should apply, as 
heretofore understood, to ihe north west-coast 
form. 

In the recond paper. lcn pages are clevoted to 
a list ofthe birds of the Cook Inlet Region. Of 
the seventy+even species enumerated. the 
known ranges of several are no+ably extended. 
The l)usky Horned Owl, Rufous Hummer 
and Rocky Moull+ain Creeper probably find 
their westernmost stations in this region. The 
unexpected discovery of the \Vhite-tailed Ptar- 
migan so far northwest is also an evidence of 
energetic fiel&work. in a country where the 
collector does not slwaxs meet with “one CU. 
tinual rolilid of pleasure!“-J. C;RINSKI,I.. 

HUI.I,~TIS NO. r-j 012, TI!E I’. S. I)RPART~IEXT 
01: .\GRICUI,TURE. aI\‘ISION OF RIoLOcIC.41, 
SURv’Bv, prepared bv I)r. Sylvester I). Judd, 
treats of “The Relation of Sparrows to Agri- 
culture.” Aside f&n its hearing along econ- 

omit lines, this paper obviously adds much to 
our knowledge,of the general habits and ecol- 
ogy of sparrows. The accoant of observations 
made in the field is very entertaining, and 
evinces an unusually acute perception on the 
part of the observer The experiments carried 
on with caged birds are also quite suggestive. 
It was found that so-called “protectively 
colored” insects, even though presented to a 
song sparrow, partly covered by earth of the 
same hues, were discovered and eaten by the 
bird with- remarkahle promptness: and that 

,some “warningly colored” insects, provided 
with odors and taste very disgusting to a person 
were asgreedily devoured; butothers, after the 
first taste, were subsequently avoided. The 
hirds showed an extremely acute power of dis- 
crimination, for they carefully avoided stinging 
insects; though stingless species of similar al,- 
pearance. and which are usually cited as ex- 
amples of “protective mimicry,” were at once 
tlevoured. This is rather discouraging testi- 
mony for the theorists. Yet there are many 
enemies of insects besides birds, and these may 
by oftener baffled by the color artifices than are 
the keen-sighted sparrows. 

The conclusions reached in regard to the 
economic value of sparrows, is very favorable. 
In fact they are said to be the most beneficial of 
any groups of birds so far studied, This state- 
ment does not however in:.lude the English 
sparrow, which is declared to be unqualifiedly 
ohnoxious wherever it occurs.-J. G. 

I)I<:EST 01; (GAME L.AWS ,?.lR 1901. By ‘r. 

S. Palmer and H. \I;. Olds.-It is stated that 
“the object of this ,repx; is to present in con- 
venient form the provisions of the !aws now in 
force, including the amendments enacted 
during the present year ” Some 200 changes 
in the game laws of the various states has 
necessitated a complete revision of former bul- 
lc:ins, SC) .that the present Bulletin brings the 
game laws of each state and territory into con- 
venient fornl. Every detail has been gone into 
with great s!-stem and tables covering almost 
every phase of the open and close seasons of 
each species of game have heen prepared, with 
the result that the public has at its command a 
compendium of the game laws such as could re- 
sult from scarcely any other Lource than a 
government bureau with its rhorough and sys- 
tematic work. The bulletin is quite as much 

of a necessity to ornithologists interested in 
Ijirtl protection as to sportsmen--C. H. 

BIR& 01: MADISON COUNTY, N. Y. B) 
George C. Bmbody (Bulletin of the Dept. of 
(:eology and Natural History, Colgate Fni- 
versity). Hamilton. N. Y., 1901. 

This is one of the neatest local lists it has 
beefi our pleasure to receive, being, as its title 
indicates, a list of the birds of Madison Couuty, 
Central New York. 192 species and a hypo- 
thetical list of 16 species are recorded, with 
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brief notes concerning abundance, date of ar- 
rival and nesting data. An excellent half tone 
of a bluebird at its nesting hole adorns the list 
as frontispiece. Aside from the scientific 
merit of the list, it may well be used as an ideal 
by those workers who appreciate system, typ- 
ographical neatness and exactness.-C. B. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NEBRASKA ORNITH- 
OLOGISTS UNION. This is a compact volume 
of 100 pages with ten excellent illustrations, 
setting forth the proceedings of the second an 
nual meeting of the Union at Omaha on Jan. 

12, 1901. The minutes, constitution of the 
Union and a list of members is followed by 21 
papers on various scientific subjects relating to 
birds, by 17 authors. Many of the papers are 
valuable contributions to the science of ornith- 
ology, two notable titles being “Internal Para- 
sites of Nebraska Birds” by Prof. Henry B. 
Ward and “Migration Records and Nebraska 
Records” by Robt. H. Wolcott. The present 
notice renders it impossible to consider any of 
the articles in detail, but the report is one 
which every active ornithologist will wish to 
own. 

The present roster of membership shows 4 
honorary, 43 active and 36 associate members. 
The officers of the Union for the present year 
are I. S. Trostler, president; Caroline Stringer, 
vice-president; E. H. Barbour, recording secre- 
tary; R. H. Wolcott, corresponding secretary. 
It may be remarked that the present Proceed- 
ings are a substantial improvement over the 
first annual report, thus indicating a healthy 
growth of this energetic state club. The Ne- 
braska Ornithologists’ Union has happily solved 
the question of publishing its own official 
organ, and instead of attempting a monthly or 
quarterly journal, which a moderate member- 
ship renders incapable of support, it combines 
its transactions in a single annual report, sub- 
stantial in text and lasting in value.-C. B. 
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Official Minutes Southern Division. 

SEPTEMBER. 

The regular meeting of the Division was 
held Sept. 30 at the residence of Roth Rey- 
nolds in Los Angeles, President Daggett pre- 
siding. Nine members were present. The 
final draft of the new constitution as recom- 
mended by the Northern Division was read and 
discussed, and after minor changes the same 
was adopted. Messrs. Alphonse and Antonin 
Jay were elected to active membership. A 
committee of three, .Messrs. Swarth, Lelan.1 
and Robertson, was appointed to make all ar- 
rangements necessary for the outing meeting 
to be held during the latter part of October. 
The following papers were read: Nesting of 
the Prairie Falcon by 0. W. Howard; .4 
Further Plea for the Collection and Cse of 

Facts by Roth Reynolds and An Answer and 
Criticism of the latter paper by H. S. Swarth. 
.4n interesting discussion followed after which 
the meeting adjourned. 

HOWARD ROBERTSON, Division Secretary. 
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Official Minutes of Northern Division. 

The regular b&monthly meeting was held 
Nov. a, 1901 at the residence of C. W. Randall, 
Piedmont, Cal. President Grinnell presided 
with seventeen members and six visitors pres- 
ent. The new constitution was given its final 
reading and was adopted to take immediate 
effect. The following persons were proposed 
for active membership: Dr. David Starr Jor- 
dan, Stanford; Dr. Chas. H. Gilbert, Palo Alto; 
Miss Sophie Englehardt, Oakland; Mrs. F. E. 
Dorsey-, Stanford: S. A. Barrett, F. W. Bancroft 
and Luther J. Goldman of Berkeley. 

At 1Mr. Emerson’s suggestion acommittee of 
Five was appointed to formulate arrangements 
for the tenth anniversary of the Club’s inau- 
guration in 1903. The following were named 
as committeemen: W. Otto Emerson, Chair- 
man; J. 0. Snyder, J. Eugene Law, Frank S. 
Daggett and C. Barlow. Nominations for offi- 
cers for 1902 resulted as follows: For presi- 
dent, Joseph Grinnell; for senior vice-president, 
R. S. Wheeler, D. A. Cohen, Chas. R. Keyes 
and H. W. Carriger: for junior vice.president. 
E. H. Skinner and W. K. Fisher; for se.:retary, 
C. Barlow; for treasurer-business manager, C. 
Barlow. 

The following programme was rendered: 
Address by Wm. L,. Finley on The Bird 
Rocks of the Oregon Coast. Mr. Finley ex- 
hibited a large series of especially excellent 
photographs, the work of Herman ‘1‘. Bohlman 
of Portland, who accompanied him on the 
trip. John M. Willard spoke on Lassen Coun- 
ty Birds and a paper by 0. W. Howard was 
read entitled Experiences with the Prairie 
Falcon. Adjourned to meet at Santa Clara 
Jan II, 1902. C. BARLOW, 

Division Secretary. 
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NOTICE TO NORTHERN DIVISION MEM- 
BERS. 

The Annual Meeting of the Division instead 
of occurring on the usual lirst Saturday eve,)- 
ing in January, has been set for the second 
Saturday, January II. 1902. The meeting 
will be held at Santa Clara, and a programme 
of unusual interest is being arranged. De- 
tailed reports of the business office of the Club 
will be presented and a banquet will be held 
after the <meeting. Every member within 
reach is urged to. be present if possible. 


