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birds named for states. Thusa glance through
the checklist shows thirteen species referred
snbstantively to California, while five are
modified by Californian. Similarly we find
Canada Jay and Canadian Warbler. These
names are inconsistent somewhere and one
form of name should used be throughout. Cer-
tainly either Canada Grouse or Canadian
Ruffed Grouse should be changed.

Just one more point and I will close. In
spite of our checklist, which is supposed to
regulate the use of names, there isa growing
disregard of the A. O. U. trivial names. In
some cases older names are used and in others
new hames are coined. Sierra Junco for Thur-
ber’s Junco, Valley Quail for Valley Partridge,
Turkey Buzzard for Turkey Vulture are ex-
amples from recent publications. I cannot do
better than to quote a paragraph from Dr.
Metriam’s letter as clearly stating my own
feeling in the matter:

“Your inquiry with respect to the A. Q. U.
tendency in common names gives me an op-
portunity to state that I place no weight what-
ever on the fact of the adoption or rejection of
a particular name, or form of name, among
the common names of birds as used in the A.
0. U. checklist. In other words, my position
is and has always been that the A. O. U. rul-
ing on points of scientific nomenclature should
carry great weight, but that in matters of com-
mon English names of species every man is at
liberty to use whatever name he pleases. What-
ever one’s views may be on this matter, the
fact remains that so large a number of writers
do use common names different from those in
the Code that it is absolutely mnecessary in
many cases to give the scientific name if the
record is of any value.”

Respectfully,
RicHARD C. MCGREGOR.
San Francisco, Feb. 7, rgor.

PARASITES IN BIRDS.

Epitor THE CoNDOR:—In Vol. I, page gr1
of THE CONDOR I note a communication re-
garding tapeworms in young mountain quail,
and in Vol. I1I, page 15 a communication on
further tapeworm observations. ILet me say
that these observations are not unique; so far
as statistics are to hand quail are moderately
frequently infected in various parts of the
world. The most accurate statistics at hand,
in a recent paper on the parasites of birds in
the Rhine provinces, Germany and Switzerland
shows that out of six hundred thirty (630)
birds examined only one hundred eighty (180)
or 28 per cent were free from parasites, while
231 or 35 per cent harbored tapeworms in
varying numbers. Other authorities state that
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in Europe the true partridges are infected in
six out of seven cases, or in eightout of eleven
cases. The same is true of allied species. It
may positively be said that these species are
not dangerous to man further than that, if
present in sufficient numbers, they are detri-
mental to the general health of the bird. In
various parts of France and Germany, tape-
worm epidemics among game birds have fre-
quently been noted. I have, however, a some-
what extensive summary of the results of
these studies which will appear in the present
number of the Proceedings of the Nebraska
Ornithologists’ Union. To this will be add d
the records of collections made here from
various kinds of birds and by many observers.
I will be glad to identify species for your
correspondents, if they will send me specimens,
It is not always possible to give an accurate
identification from a single specimen where
the species is imperfectly known, and it is
necessary that the tapeworm should have both
head and ripe segments. Specimens may be
sent in alcohol preferably after preservation in
corrosive snblimate mixture, orin 5 per cent
solution of formol into which the parasites
may be put immediately after removal from
the host. The accumulation of data regarding
these forms is of great scientific and economic
importance. I shall gladly avail myself of all
the help which ycur correspondents may be
able to give. Very truly yours,

HENRY B. WARD.
University of Nebrvaska, Lincoln, Nebr.
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LAWSs REGULATING THE TRANSPORTATION
AND SALE OF GAME. By T. S. Palmer and H.
W. Olds. Bulletin No. 14, Biological Survey
pp- 88 and table of closed seasons.

This publication is by far the most complete
and practical compendium of game laws yet
given the public, covering as it does all the
statutes now in effect, including federal, state,
or in many instances county laws. Full informa-
tion concerning market hunting, shipment of
game, transportation of live game for propaga-
tion, close seasons and numerous other points of
importance are dealt with at length, accompan-
ied by numerous tables and maps in detail. It is
impossible to review at length such a valunable
addition to our knowledge of the game laws,
and we advise the reader to procure a copy of
this publication and to keep it where it may be
consulted freely. By this means will each in-
dividual appreciate the vast amount of compi-
lation necessary to produce such a complete
digest as well as the amount of solid informa-
tion it contains.—C. B,
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LooMis——California Water Birds No. V.—
Proc. Calif. Acad. Sci. 3rd Ser. Zool. Vol.
LI, No. 5, pp. 349-363. Issued Dec. 24, 1900,

Mr. Loomis's fifth paper presents the ‘‘re-
sults of a study of the water birds off Monterey
from May 1 to June 12, 1897.”’ Like his prev-
ious papers this one is carefully composed and
the various topics are methodically arranged
under suggestive headings. Under ‘‘General
Observations’ are enumerated the 35 species of
water-birds observed, among which we note
Larus glaucus. ‘The specimen, on which this
record is based, does not show the characters
of L. barrovianus, which is the form we would
expect to find on this coast. We also note that
our only record of Uria lomvia arra for Cali-
fornia (COOPER, Proc. Calif. Acad. Sci., V. p.
414) is shown to have been hased on an imma-
ture specimen of the ordinary Uria troile cali-
fornica. Mr. Loomis sees no obvious reasons
for rejecting the old record of Creagrus furcat-
us off Monterey merely on account of the re-
moteness of the nesting ground. As in his
last paper the author does not recognize tri-
nomials. The brief remarks on the ‘““Cause of
Return Migration’ appear to be mainly in the
nature of emphasis on ideas already stated in
his former papers.—J. G.
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PROFESSOR COLLETT ON THE MORPHOLOGY
OF THE CRANTUM AND THE AURICULAR OPENXN-
INGS IN THE NORTH-EUROPEAN SPECIES OF
THE FAMILY STRIGIDAE.

By R. W. Shufeldt. M. D., Reprint from Journ,

Morph., Vol. XVIIL, No. 1., pp. 119-176; plates XV to XX,
and numerous text figures.

This paper is a “full and complete English
translation” of Prof. Robert Collett’s memoir
entitled Craniets og Oreaabningernes Bygning
hos de nordeuvopeiske Arter af Familien
Strigidae, with footnotes and some general
considerations by Dr. Shufeldt. Prof. Collett,
in the first part of his work, divides the owls of
northern Europe into six groups, ‘‘based npon
the morphology of the cranium and upon the
structure of the external ear-openingsand their
dermal appendages.’”’ Ten species are consid-
ered and all belong to the subfamily Bubonine
“(the other subfamily, which is represented by
Strix flammea does not occur in Scandinavia).”

The second part consists of careful descrip-
tions of the morphology of the crania and ear
openings of the ten species. In concluding
the paper, Dr. Shufeldt gives ‘““Opinions upon
the Position of the Strigidae in the System,”
presenting the views of Huxley, Newton, Max
Fuerbringer, Hans Gadow, and H. I. Clark.
He states his own opinion as follows: ‘‘Re-
garding the owls as a whole, they may be con-
sidered as forming a group of nocturnal birds
of markedly raptorial habits. Some of the
species, however, are largely diurnal in their
ways. They are not especially related to the
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Accipitres, but are, on the other hand, remote-
ly allied with the Ceprimulgi. What we now
know of the structure of such forms as Stea-
tornis and Podargus sufficiently indicates this
much.” The translation is well presented,
and is illustrated by six lithographic plates (by
Prof. Collett) and seven text figures, redrawn
by Dr. Shufeldt, from plates by Prof. Collett.
—W. K. F.

THE WILSON BULLETIN No. 33: A Sum-
mer Reconnoissance in the West, by Lynds
Jones and W. L. Dawson, Oberlin, Ohio, cov-
ering observations during a 7000 mile trip over
fourteen states, with notes and observations
made on the fly is a very readable paper if the
observations are not taken too seriously. Mr,
Jones says in his introductory remarks, - ‘“The
only new feature introduced is the keeping of
horizons for certain places or certain lengths
of time aboard train or steamer, in the effort
to more clearly illustrate what one might hope
to find in retraversing this region.”

This idea of dividing the trip into bird hori-
zons when speeding through the country on a
railway flyer is commendable, but when the
observations are confined to a small locality
like the Pacific slope of Los Angeles Co., they
partake of the nature of a local list and it is
with such lists that we must make our compari-
son in order to determine if the observations
are accurate or of a more or less guesswork
nature. To show how worthless such a list as
that published by Mr. Jones might be to a
stranger in the land, I will mention a few in-
accuracies or cases of mistaken identification.
We will overlook his discovery of magpies in
the vicinity of San Bernardino for that was
made from the train and of course subject al-
ways to mental reservation; but when he enters
the Pacific slope of Los Angeles County, the
home of three-fourths of the members of the
Southern Division of the Cooper Ornithological
Club; a section more carefully and continuous-
ly observed during the past ten years than any
other part of California, and then publishes a
list of birds observed which he commends for
its accuracy, it is time to turn on the X ray.
Both the California and the Pasadena Thrasher
are noted although only one occurs here.
Samuel’s Song Sparrow has not been taken in
the section mentioned.

The Black-tailed Gnatcatcher although it
occurs plentifully thirty miles east and half
that distance west has not been taken here, in
spite of the fact that for years all our resident
members have been looking keenly for it.
Only one specimen of The Prairie Falcon has
been taken in ten years, although it occurs east
and west of us. The Green-tailed Towhee, Brew-
er’'s Sparrow and Calliope Hummingbird are
rare stragglers in the valley during the migra-
tion but at the time Mr. Jones visited this vi-
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cinity, July, none have ever been seen, they
having retired to the ranges beyond that in
which Mt. Lowe is situated.

I believe but very few California Cuckoos
have been seen during the past ten years.
During ihe same period The Western Winter
Wren has been seen but twice and then in mid-
winter.It is unnecessary to call attention to other
identifications almost as glaring, for enough
has been shown to illustrate the danger of pub-
lishing local lists without years of experience
gained in the locality itself. This especially
applies to the mountainous regions of the West
where our California ornithologist would not
dare to make a record without having evidence
not only to satisfy himself but also that which
would satisfy his associates in the club as well.
In other words no identification is accepted
without the specimen to back it, except in
species that differ so as to allow no chance of
error and the observer known to be familiar
with it.

The value of local lists cannot be disputed
but they should be made up from observations
and facts indisputable, especially when such
lists are given color by the standing of the
author.—F. 8. P.

APPENDIX TO COOK’S ‘BIRDS OF COLORADO."’
The ‘‘Birds of Colorado” in bulletin form by
W. W. Cooke, has just been strengthened by a
second appendix, giving us a total number of
species: to the credit of the state of 387, of
which.24g-are known to breed. Prof. Cooke
has put.much time, travel and expense into
this work and has threshed into reliable form
the multitude of notes and publications bearing
on this subject which he could bring to light.
There yet remain large tracts of country within
the state which have ‘produced no notes, and
additions will be made to the list from year to
year.

Mr. Cooke gives Colorado a list greater than
any other State in the Uniou, excepting Ne-
braska, whose list counts up g4oo. The Iist is
subdivided in many interesting ways, such as
“birds breeding in the mountains but not on
the plains,” “birds of the plains,’’ “‘residents
the yéar round”’ and ‘‘winter visitants only.”’
The list of siragglers of which but one record
is known number sixty-seven, among them
mention being made ot such rareties for this
section as three varities of surf ducks, a Rose-
ate Spoonbill and the Connecticut and Canadi-
an Warblers.

Our quail (introduced) promise future varia-
tions from the matural order of distribution.
The farming country from Denver to Fort
Collins is much infested with quail, both from
the East and Texas. The California partridge
has been introduced in Mesa County on the
western slope and has thriven wonderfully,
while the Scaled Partridge is slowly spreading
over a large area in the southeastern partof
the state. Our friend, R. C. McGregor, comes
in on the list by a substantial addition of a
Ridgeway’s Junco, while 1 regret to observe
that Mr. Cooke has brought to notice all my
old papers in amateur journals, which I had
considered safely buried.—F. M. DiLLE.
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Publications Received.

CuapMAN, F. M. A Study of the Genus Stur-
nella. (Author’s edition. Bull Am. Mus. of
Nat. Hist. XIII, pp. 297-320. Dec. 31, 1900).

JonEs, LyNps and W. L. DAwWsoN. A Sum-
mer Reconnoissance in the West. (Wilson Bul-
letin No. 33 Oct. 1900.)

LooMis, LEVERETT M. Vicinity of Monterey
in May and Early June. (Cal. Water Birds, No.
V. Cal. Acad. Sci. Dec. 24, 1900).

PaLMER, T. 8. AND H. W. Orps. Laws
Regulating the Transportation and Sale of
Game. Bull. No. 14, Biological Survey 1900.

SHUFELDT DR. R. W. On the Systematic
Position of the Sand Grouse (Ptercles; Syr-
thaptes). (Reprint Am. Nat. XXXV, No. 40g.
Jan. 1go1). ‘

SHUFELDT, DR.R. W. On the Osteology
of the Woodpeckers., (Reprint Proc., Am.
Philos. Soc. XXXIX, No. 164.)

SHUFELDT, DR. R. W. On the Osteology of
the Striges [Strigidae and Bubonidae] (Reprint
Proc. Am. Philos. Soc. XXXIX, No. 164).
American Ornithology 1, Nos. 1, 2, Jan., Feb.
IgoT. ' ’

Auk, The XVIII. No. 1, Jan. 1901.

Bird-Lore, 11, No. 6, Dec. 1goo; III, No. 1,
Jan.-Feb., 1g901.

Birds and Nature, VIII, No. 4, Nov. 1900; X,
Nos. 1 and 2, Jan., Feb., 1901.

Bittern, The 1, No. 1, Jan., 1901.
Jahrvesbericht des Ornithologischen ~ Vereins
Munchen 1897-18g8.

Journal of the Maine Orn. Society, 11, No. 4.
Oct. 1900.

Land of Sunshine, X111, Nos. 5 and 6, Nov.
and Dee. 1900; XIV, Nos. 1, 2. Jan., Feb,,
1901. -

Maine Sportsman, VII1, Nos. 87 and 88, Nov.

and Dec. 1900; VIII, Nos. 89, go. Jan., Feb,,
190T.

Nature Study, 1, Nos. 1—9, June 1900 to Feb,
1goI. ‘ )

Notes on Rhode Island Ornithology, 11, No. 1,
Jan,, 1901 :

Ohio S. U. Naturalist,
1900, Feb., 1g01.
Oologist, The, XVII, No. 10, Dec. igoo; XVIII,
Nos. 1, 2. Jan., Feb., 1901.

Ornithologisches Jahvbuch, XI, No. 6, Nov.—
Dec. 1900. :

Osprey, The V, Nos. 1, 2.
Dec., 1900.

Our Animal Friends, XXVIII, Nos. 3 and 6,
Nov. 1900 to Feb. 1gor.

Our Dumb Animals, XXXI1II, Nos.
Nov. 1900 to Feb. 1901.

Petrel, The, 1, No. 1, Jan. 1901. .

Plant World, 111, Nos. 10—12, Oct.—Dec., 19g00;
IV, No. 1, Jan., 190I.

Popular Science XXXIV, No. 12, Dec. 1900;
XXXV, No. 1, Jan. 1901. )
Recreation, X1V, Nos. 1-2, Jan.—Feb. 1qo1.
Wilson Bulletin, No. 33, Oct. 1900.

I. Nos. 1 to 4, Nov.

Sept.—Oct., Nov.—

6 and o,



