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hundte’d &et:‘r&a’i;; l m&ionless for a. tributed back to the sage brush. 
short time, and then run on again. Neither of the two species are so numer- 
Their nests are almost invariably situ- ous as in former times on the coast of 
ated by the side of a stone, stick or this county. Eggs of the Least Tern 
some other object unlike the surround- have been taken as late as July, but on 
ings; this only occasionally happens the 30th no Terns were to be seen at 
with the Terns. The Plovers prefer to Santa Monica, all ,having, I suppose, 
be as close to the water as possible, gone southward. 
while the Terns are about evenly dis- 

Capture of a Rabbit by a Golden Eagle. 
BY Wn5.I.. _4TKINSON, SANTA CLARA, CAL. 

B FFORE I begin my narrative per- 
haps it would be well to state that 
I live on a fruit farm, three and 

one-half miles west of Santa Clara. At 
the back of, and adjoining the orchard 
is an open field containing about sixty- 
five acres. One warm morning in Aug- 
ust, 1894, I was working in the orchard 

field. He was at this time in the center 
of the field, and about 200 yards from 
the fence, toward which he was run- 
ning. 

The Eagles circIed above him, at a 
height of about thirty feet; first one of 
them would swoop down at the rabbit 
and then the other; but the result was 

Drawn by Miss Charlotte Bray, Santa Clara, Cal., from a description. 

near the back fence when, glancing up, 
I beheld two large birds circling and 
swooping at some object in the grain 
field. A second glance and I knew 
that the birds were Golden Eagles. 
Hastening to the fence I saw that the 
Eagles were endeavoring to catch a 
,abbit which was runmng across the 

always the same, for the rabbit was 
quick enough to dodge just as the birds 
struck at him. The chase was now 
nearing the fence, and it seemed that 
if the rabbit could succeed in reaching 
it, he could, by dodging around among 
the trees, baffle his pursuers. The 
Eagles seemed to know this also for, 
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when within fifty yards of the fence, 
the larger one of the two swooped down 
at the rabbit, and when he dodged the 
Eagle pursued him, flying at a height 
of about three feet above the ground. 
The rabbit redoubled his speed and 
made straight for the fence, the Eagle 
following and both doing their best; 
the one fleeing for his life, the other 
pursuing to satisfy the cravings of an 
empty stomach. 

a straight line down through the or- 
chard. 

This unequal race was kept up un- 
til the fence was reached, the Eagle 
having gained until she was but two or 
three feet behind the rabbit. When 
the rabbit passed through the fence, I 
expected to see the Eagle give up the 
pursuit, but she had no intention of 
doing so, for without slacking her speed 
she raised herself just enough to clear 
the fence, and, droppi’ng down behind 
the rabbit, continued as before. Still 
I thought that he had a good chance to 
escape, for he had gained a little ground 
in passing through the fence, but in- 
stead of dodging around through the 
trees, which is something the rabbit al- 
ways does, when pursued by dogs, he 
was so crazed with fear that he ran in 

The velocity with which the Eagle 
flew at this stage of the chase was 
something wonderful. Fast as the rab- 
bit ran, the “great black shadow” be- 
hind him drew nearer and nearer! un- 
til, poising an instant over its victim, 
the Eagle pounced upon him. A short 
struggle, a cry or two from the rabbit, 
and all was still. I hastily ran toward 
the spot, and had approached nearly to 
the Eagle when it took wing and joined 
its mate, which was wheeling around 
above me. After a few turns they 
mounted up into the heavens and in a 
short time disappeared. 

The rabbit was a large “Jack,” and 
was in a perfectly healthy condition. 
A row of deep gashes on either side of 
the backbone marked the spot where 
the Eagle had struck him with its tal- 
ons, and his head .was almost severed 
from the body, the throat being cut al- 
most as cleanly as could hake been done 
with a knife. The gash extended from 
the jaw bone on one side of the neck, 
to the ear on the other. 

Echoes from the Field. . 

The Old-Squaw and ~~ulvous Tree Ducks at Alviso, Cal. During the first week in 
February of this year I received from Alviso, in this [Santa Clara] county, a 
specimen of the T,ong-tailed Duck or Old-Squaw, a female in winter plumage. So 
far as I know this is the first instance of this species being taken in this county, 
nor am I aware that it has ever been reported from any point on San Francisco 
Bay. 

I have seen at the .house of a friend in San Jose a Fulvous Tree Duck, also 
taken at Alviso several years ago. I believe that this species has not been re- 
corded from this county before and is, at any rate, a rare visitor here. 

F. H. HOLMZIES, Berryessa, Cal., April 15, 1899. 

A Record for Los Amgeles County, Cal. I have to report an addition to Mr. 
Grinnell’s “List of Birds of the Pacific Slope of Los Angeles Co.,” having tak- 
en four males and two females of Loxia czwvirostra minor. They were working 
on the cones of pines along Lincoln Ave., Pasadena, and when disturbed by 
the report 05 a gun, were readily recalled by imitating the note of the fe- 
male. Different members of the Club have looked sharply for this Crossbill 
among the pines on Wilson’s Peak during the past few years without suc- 
cess, but now the dry year and consequent lack of food, brings them to our 
very door. F. S. DAGGETT, Pasadena, Cal., Dec. 26, 1898. 

Unusual lining of a Red Bellied Hawk’s Nest and Sonoma County Notes. On April 
14, 1899 I secured a set y3 Red-bellied Hawk and was surprised to notice a nest 
of the Californian Bush Tit used as part of the lining of the hawk’s nest. It was 
torn open about four inches from the bottom and as the shells of several eggs 


