
Birding IVith a Purpose 
Of Raptors, Gabboons, and Other Creatures 
by Frances Hamerstrom 
"Officially, they (raptor trappers) want to band birds to learn about their weight and 
moult, their later movements, their longevity, and all that. Underneath, they are un- 
abashed admirers of the wildness, magnificent strength, and awesome flight of crea- 
tures at the top of the animal pyramid. I wouldn't call them childlike, but they do have 
a youthful zest, and they will endure any haMship and go to any length to catch their 
birds. As this book will reveal, Fran is one of these youthful persons. In her own 
lighthearted way, she portrays here the fascinating development of raptor trapping 
techniques in the past few decades, a development in which she played a leading role. 

This is far from a stuffy book. Sometimes the reader is a bit shocked, but more 
often explodes with laughter. Painlessly, he has learned new facts about birds, traps, 
and history." 

-From the Foreword by Joseph J. Hickey 
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The University of Wisconsin-Madison 
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Stanley Temple, editor 

Concerned conservationists and professional and amateur ornithol- 
ogists alike welcomed the inauguration, in 1983, of Bird Co•se•atiom 
Sponsored by the U.S. Section of the International Council for Bird 
Preservation, the ambitious project was designed to provide a yearly 
overview of current research and key ecological topics in the field of 
bird conservation. This, the second yearbook of the series, includes 
essays by leading ecologists and ornithologists and focuses on a range of 
issues critical to island birds--among them, the status of endangered 
birds in Micronesia, the distribution and abundance of Hawaiian native 
birds, the vulnerability of endemic island birds to extinction, and bird 
conservation efforts in the United States Caribbean. Also included are 

concise reports on recent bird conservation activities and research and an 
annotated bibliography of relevant literature. 

From Reviews of Bird Conservations, No. 1: 
"This yearbook... valuably fills a niche between the scientific and 

the popular press by disseminating reliable information... The U.S. 
Section of the ICBP deserves applause..."--The Condor 

"This annual will be a valuable addition to the literature for profes- 
sional and amateur alike, enabling us to keep up with developments in 
this very important field."--The Redstart 

Stanley Temple, editor of this edition, is Beers-Bascom Professor of 
Conservation at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and contributor 
of more than sixty articles to ornithological and ecological journals. He 
is the editor of Endangered Birds: Management Tech•iques Jbr Pre- 
serving Threatened Species (The University of Wisconsin Press, 1978). 
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