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Anhingas (Anhinga anhinga) commonly spread their wings and perch in the sun, ostensibly to dry 
wettable feathers (Bent 1922, Life histories of North American Petrels and Pelicans and their allies, 
Washington, U.S. Natl. Mus. Bull. 230). The flight feathers themselves appear not to become appreciably 
wet, but the body feathers absorb water that helps reduce the submerged bird's buoyancy (Owre 1967, 
Ornithol. Monogr. 6: 61; see also Casler 1973, Auk 90: 324). While drying, the wings and tail are usually 
held open but immobile, presumably to allow sunlight and breeze to strike the body plumage. I observed 
two perched Anhingas flapping their spread wings and tails after emerging from the water, however, a 
behavioral pattern not reported in the literature. 

The behavior occurred at Wakulla Springs, Florida just after sunset (1815 E.S.T.) on 12 March 1980, 
an overcast day with occasional drizzle. The birds vertically raised and lowered both wings simulta- 
neously through a 60 ø arc (-+30 ø from the horizontal). The tail also moved vertically, through about 90 ø, 
and was raised when the wings were lowered and vice-versa. Flapping occurred 3-5 times per second 
for 11 min in one bird and at least 20 min in the second. 

Because the birds did not appear to direct attention toward any conspecifics, it is unlikely that such 
behavior is an intraspe½ifi½ signal. Also, I never observed such flapping behavior during times of wing- 
spread posture in sunlight. Therefore, it is possible that Anhingas flap their wings and tails on overcast 
days or after sunset to create air currents that facilitate drying of the body feathers in the absence of 
direct sunlight. 
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