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Gray-rumped Tattlers catching fish.—On 23 April 1974 T watched two Gray-rumped Tattlers
(Heteroscelus brevipes) for 15 min catching fish off Stonecutters’ Island in Hong Kong Harbour. The birds
were standing on a flattish rock about 15 m from the shore, which was periodically washed over by the
sea. The birds occasionally picked up the fish (about 4 cm long) when they were left stranded on the rock,
but more often they ran into the sea, up to their bellies, to catch fish. They always ran back out of the
water before swallowing their prey. Although a Common Sandpiper (A ctitis hypoleucos) was also present
on the same rock for 5 min, it never attempted to take fish.

At the time the observations were made shoals of small fish, often containing many thousands of indi-
viduals were numerous around Hong Kong, and it was not uncommon to find many individuals stranded
along the beaches. A number of Gray-rumped Tattlers were seen in autumn 1974 and spring and autumn
1975, but no large fish shoals were present, and this method of feeding was not seen again. Bent (1929, Life
histories of North American shorebirds, U.S. Natl. Mus. Bull. 146: 41-49), Dement’ev and Gladkov (1969,
Birds of the Soviet Union, vol. 3, pp. 268-273), and Witherby et al. (1940, The handbook of British birds,
vol. 4, pp. 343-346) do not mention fish in the diet of the Gray-rumped Tattler.—DAVID MELVILLE,
705B, 19 Ho Man Tin Hill Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. Accepted 29 Jun. 1976.



