
GENERAL NOTES 

Longevity records for Ring-billed Gulls.--I recently analyzed the band 
recovery data provided by the Bird Banding Laboratory (U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service) for the Great Lakes Region Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis) popula- 
tion. The 15,054 recoveries on file for the period ending 31 August 1970 included 
four records for gulls that ranged in age between 20 years 11 months and 31 years 
9 months. These records are noteworthy because I have captured no Ring-billed 
Gulls older than 14 years during 10 years of cannon-netting nesting Ring-billed 
Gulls in Michigan colonies. Rapid band wear has been well documented for this 
species and undoubtedly accounts for the small number of records for old indi- 
viduals. I have no explanation to offer as to why these four bands were retained 
for so long. 

For purposes of analysis a gull moved into the next year class on 1 June, the 
approximate peak of hatching in Lake Huron colonies. The Bird Banding Labora- 
tory was asked to check on the authenticity of these records and they indicated 
no corrections. 

Each of the four gulls was banded in an Ontario breeding colony when it was 
too young to fly. Three of the four were found at the same site where banded 
while the fourth was recovered in Florida. All were found dead by the person 
reporting the band. Information for each of the birds is as follows: No. 36-65526; 
banded 28 June 1932 at 44 ø 10' N, 76 ø 20' W; found dead unrecorded date in 
May 1953 (20 years 11 months). No. 40-671584; banded 19 June 1940 at 44 ø 
00' N, 76 ø 30' W; found dead 2 January 1969 (28 years 7 months). No. 38- 
667422; banded 23 June 1938 at 44 ø 10' N, 76 ø 30' W; found dead 4 September 
1967 (29 years 3 months). No. 47-712068; banded 20 June 1917 at 44 ø 40' N, 
80 ø 00' W; found dead unknown day in March 1949 at an unreported site in 
Florida (31 years 9 months).--W•LL•A• E. SOUThERSt, Department o/ Biological 
Sciences, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, Illinois 60115. Accepted 1 Mar. 74. 

Abnormal Anous stolidus from Christmas Island, Pacific Ocean.- 
Abnormalities in birds have recently received renewed attention because of their 
possible relationships to various man-made chemical pollutants (Hays and Rise- 
brough 1972, Auk 89: 19). Gochfeld (1972, Amer. Birds 26: 705) noted the im- 
portance of reporting incidents and distribution of abnormalities as necessary to 
document their causes. Feather loss was one of the commonest abnormalities Hays 
and Risebrough found in the Great Gull Island tern colony at the eastern end 
of Long Island Sound. They also included reports of feather loss for other colonies 
along the east coast and for the Dry Tortugas. I herein report on the lack of 
feathers in a juvenal Brown Noddy (Anous stolidus) from one of the world's 
most isolated land areas, Christmas Island, central Pacific Ocean (2 ø N 157 ø W). 

I watched this bird for almost an hour on 28 August 1967 on Big Islet, Isles 
Lagoon, where some 15 noddy pulli were present (Schreiber and Ashmole 1970, 
Ibis 112: 363) before I collected it. The complete absence of coverts and flight 
feathers incapacitated this individual considerably. His companions exhibited no 
unusual behavior toward him and he behaved apparently normally, flapping his 
wings, running, preening, and occassionally calling. No interactions with adults 
were noted. 

The specimen weighed 152 g, the culmen measures 40 mm, the tarsus 25 mm, 
but the wing only 75 mm, indicating the complete absence of flight feathers. The 
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