July 19731 General Notes 685

Mahan, Larry Masters, Harold F. Mayfield, Virginia Mayfield, Douglas S. Middleton,
Ray Perez, Bruce E. Radabaugh, Lawrence A. Ryel, Eric Schneider, Jean Skellenger,
Robert G. Strong, Lawrence H. Walkinshaw, Oscar Warbach, Harold Wing, and
Mark A. Wolf.—Harorp F. MAYFIeLD, 9235 River Road, Waterville, Ohio 43566.
Accepted 15 Aug. 72.

Albinism in a population of Blue Jays.—Published records of banded Blue Jays
(Cyanocitta cristata) indicate that individuals may live 15 years in a restricted locality,
and that migrants may return to the same area for several subsequent breeding seasons.
Therefore it is plausible to asssume that the recessive gene for albinism has persisted
for at least 45 years in a population of Blue Jays in the West End residential section
of Nashville, Tennessee, substantiated by my records of four occurrences from 1927
through 1972:

In 1927 a newly fledged albino Blue Jay was caught in the West End and raised
by A. C. Webb (photograph of the bird appeared in “Nashville Banner” 27 August
1927). It died and was mounted.

On 14 June 1959 I was given two fledglings just off the nest and captured on a
nearby lawn. I hand-raised them with two unrelated normal Blue Jays. They were
less vigorous and died in 1960.

On 29 May 1972 I was given three more fledglings caught on a lawn. One was
very weak and died immediately. The two survivors are acquiring first winter
plumage (August 1972).

On 25 August 1972 a fully developed albino Blue Jay of unknown age was trapped
as it fed on grain in a residence yard. I received it on 28 August. It will be released.—
AMELIA R. LASKEY, 1521 Graybar Lane, Nashville, Tennessee 37215. Accepted 5 Sep.
72.

Least Bittern nesting colonially,—Unlike most herons, bitterns are considered to
be noncolonial nesters. Literature records of the nesting dispersion of the Least Bittern
(Ixobrychus exilis) support this view. Beecher (1942) reported densities ranging from
1 nest in 39.87 acres (0.06 nests per ha) to 4 nests in 1.38 acres (1.7 nests per ha)
with an average density of 1 nest per 2.54 acres (1 nest per ha). Kent (1951) found
19 nests in 44 acres of marsh (1.1 nests per ha), one of which was from a second
nesting. Wood (1951) reported that W. Koelz found 15 nests in 2 acres of rushes
(18.5 nests per ha). Weller (1961), who found 62 nests in 83 acres (1.8 nests per ha),
considered Wood’s report exceptional. Later, Weller and Spatcher (1965) found 5
nests in 3 10,000 ft* quadrats (3.1 nests per ha), the result of exceptionally favorable
habitat conditions.

In southern Florida the Least Bittern is a common resident of the Everglades marshes
nesting primarily in sawgrass (Mariscus jamaicensis) and cattail (Typha spp.). On
12 April 1972 T found an unusually high concentration of active nests in Shark Valley
Slough, Everglades National Park. The nesting aggregation was 50 m west of a canal
and levee in a habitat typical of the southern Everglades, stretches of medium height
(2 m) sawgrass, known as strands, interspersed with open marsh composed primarily
of spikerush (Eleocharis cellulosa) and pickerelweed (Pontedaria lanceolata), The
bitterns nested within the strands of tall sawgrass, using the vertical sawgrass blades
for support, but making the nests entirely of spikerush leaves. Boat-tailed Grackles
(Cassidix mexicanus), Common Gallinules (Gallinula chloropus), King Rails (Rallus



