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white bird. (I must point out that the so-called “adult” in the color plate by Don
Eckelberry (The Living Bird, 4: facing p. 142, 1965) is not fully adult as its upper-
parts are too dark and its breast much too brown.)

The behavior of the adults when flushed from their nests is striking. Instead of
taking wing and circling overhead as do the Scarlet Ibis and other herons, they flutter
to dense bushes and trees and hide in the foliage. The Black-crowned Night Heron
(Nycticorax nycticorax) acts similarly, while the Yellow-crowned Night Heron (Nyctic-
orax violacea), which feeds actively on the open coastal mudflats by day, flies above
the rookery when disturbed.

When approached, the nestling Boat-billed Herons regurgitated their food which
consisted in all cases observed of two species of swamp fishes, Callichthys callichthys
and Erythrinus erythrinus. Boat-billed Herons collected inland had insects (Hyme-
noptera; Formicidae:Myrmicinae) in their gizzards——F. Haverscumior, Wolfskuil-
straat 94, Ommen, Holland.

The Roseate Spoonbill breeding in Surinam.—R. F. Palmer (Handbook of
North American birds, vol. 1, New Haven, Connecticut, Yale Univ. Press, 1962, p. 537)
gives a map of the breeding localities of the Roseate Spoonbill (4jaia ajaja) that shows
a wide gap on the Atlantic coast of South America between Venezuela and Argentina.
On 24 September 1967 I was banding nestling Scarlet Ibises (Eudocimus ruber) with
a group of cooperators in a large colony in the low mangroves (Avicennie nitida)
bordering the seacoast west of the mouth of the Surinam River. The exact position
is 5° 40’ N, 55° 20’ W. While wading through the low trees one of my cooperators—
Mr. Th. Renssen—located a small group of four nests of Roseate Spoonbills. These
were rather large platforms of dead sticks built in the top of low mangrove trees at
a height of 3-4 m. One nest contained four large nestlings that I photographed, three
from another nest were perched above it, and each of the others contained three large
nestlings. Scarlet Ibises were nesting all around them and a single pair of White-
necked Herons (4rdea cocoi) had a nest with two half-grown young on the top of
a low tree nearby.

While banding again on 10 October 1967 we found another small group of nesting
Spoonbills with large nestlings. In addition to the very large number of Scarlet Ibises,
this mixed colony contained large numbers of nesting Little Blue Herons (Florida
caerulea), Tricolored Herons (Hydranassa tricolor), Snowy Egrets (Egretta thula),
Yellow-crowned Night Herons (Nyctanassa violacea), smaller numbers of Cattle
Egrets (Ardeola ibis), Common Egrets (Egretta alba), Black-crowned Night Herons
(Nycticorax nycticorax), and a few Boat-billed Herons (Cochlearius cochlearius) —F.
HaverscaMmint, Wolfskuilstraat 94, Ommen, Holland.

Grackle anting with a mothball.—While eating my noonday lunch on my back
porch today (6 July 1968), I noticed a Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) going
through strange contortions on a tilled garden plot about 15 feet away. It repeatedly
picked up a small white object about the size of the tip of my little finger and
rubbed it under its lifted wing with great vigor. The bird dropped it and picked
it up time and again, always going through the same motions. After the bird left,
I examined the small white object. It was hard, and on putting it to my nose, I
discovered it was a piece of eroded mothball, about half the size of a fresh one and
slightly flattened.—CuARLOTTE A. DUBoOIS, Princeton, New Jersey.




