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Razorbill nesting at Matinicus Rock, Maine.—Palmer (Maine birds, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, Bull. Mus, Comp. Zool,, vol. 102, 1949: p. 283) sums up the status
of Alca torda as “In summer, a few present but not definitely known to breed at
Machias Seal Island (Canadian territory), and rare non-breeder westward to Mus-
congus Bay.” The species apparently nested on islands off the entrance to the Bay
of Fundy during the 19th century, but the 20th century records compiled by Palmer
are open to question.

My wife and I have spent a week or two on Matinicus Rock, Knox County, almost
every summer since 1950. We saw Razorbills from time to time, but none under
circumstances that suggested nesting until 1965, when on 12 July a young Coast
Guardsman and I found a Razorbill egg under a large boulder; this egg had not
hatched six weeks later.

In 1967 we arrived at Matinicus Rock on 11 July and daily saw from three to
seven Razorbills at the northeastern end of the island. On 17 July we watched a
bird carrying food as it circled the area five times and finally alighted behind a
large boulder. Under this we soon found the nesting place and removed the single
egg, which was in the process of hatching, long enough to photograph it. Copies of
the photographs, showing the chick’s bill and a Black Guillemot egg for comparison,
are on file with the Portland (Maine) Museum of Natural History and the Patuxent
Wildlife Research Station, Laurel, Maryland. With me at the time were my wife
Harriet, Walter Kennedy, officer-in-charge of the U. S. Coast Guard station on the
island, and two Coast Guard corpsmen.-——CarL W. BUCHHEISTER, Skaron, Connecticut.

Nest protection by the Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) .—Numerous
observations on the behavior of Brown-headed Cowbirds in natural situations have
substantiated the report of Mayfield (Aduk, 78: 162-166, 1961) that this species shows
a vestigial proprietary interest in nests it parasitizes. Hormonal treatments on in-
dividuals of this species have failed to induce any behavioral patterns not performed
by untreated birds (Selander and Yang, Auk, 83: 207-232, 1966). Possibly some
behavioral patterns associated with nesting may be caused by appropriate stimuli
under natural conditions. To our knowledge no reports of any behavioral patterns
that could be termed nest protection have been published for the Brown-headed
Cowbird. Both authors have independently observed what may be such behavior.

While censusing birds in a small riparian canyon in the San Francisco Mountains
the junior author kept a pair of Lazuli Buntings (Passerina amoena) under close
watch from the time nest building started. The female bunting laid one egg 26 June.
While the author was making a routine check of the nest 27 June at 0600 hours, a
feral house cat dashed from the nest site at the observer’s approach. At the same
instant a female Brown-headed Cowbird was seen within two feet of the bunting
nest. She gave a series of loud, shrill calls as she spread her wings and tail and
dipped her head in a very excited manner. She continued this behavior for about
four minutes while moving in a small circle around the bunting nest. Inspection of
the nest showed it contained one cowbird egg and two bunting eggs. During this
inspection the female cowbird watched silently from high in a nearby pine. The
feral cat may have precipitated this unusual behavior by approaching the nest while
or shortly after the cowbird laid the egg.

While making a breeding-bird census in a deciduous forest in east-central Illinois,
the senior author was searching an area of about 100 sq ft for a Kentucky Warbler
(Oporornis formosus) nest. At 0640 hours an adult female cowbird ran into a small




