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Terpsiphone atrocaudata on Mindoro, Philippines.—The Black Paradise Fly-
catcher, Terpsiphone atrocaudata, has a race in Japan, one in the Ryu Kyu Islands,
and a third, periophthalmica, confined to two small islands, Botel Tobago, south
of Taiwan (Formosa) and Batan, north of Luzon, Philippines. The last race is
very distinct from the other two and has at times been regarded as a full species.

In 1964, an expedition sponsored by the Philippine National Museum and by the
American Museum of Natural History was in the field on Mindoro Island, Philippines.
On 22 February, 27 February, and 1 March two collectors of this group, Telesforo
Oane and Jacinto Ramos, obtained three adult males of this flycatcher. They were
taken at an elevation of about 600 feet on the west slope of Mt. Calavite in Mindoro
Occidental in the dark undergrowth of original forest. Though difficult to detect,
others were seen.

The specimens were sent to Dean Amadon at the American Museum in New
York who reports as follows:

I have compared these three adult males from Mindoro with two collected
on Batan in late March 1948, by C. G. Manuel and T. Oane. It breeds there
in May. One of these was kindly loaned by Dr. A. L. Rand of the Chicago
Museum. I can see no difference in size or color between the two series. It
is possible, of course, that females or young might show some differences. On
the other hand, it is perhaps possible that the race is migratory or partially
migratory. Ogilvie-Grant described this race. The type, which is before me,
was purchased in Manila in September by J. Whitehead, and was said to have
been shot by an Indian with a blowgun at Malabon, near Manila, a locality
which McGregor later said was totally unsuited to birds of this genus. After
McGregor demonstrated that this flycatcher is common on Batan Island, it
was assumed that Whitehead must have been mistaken as to the origin of the
type specimen. Now that you have found the species on Mindoro, the possi-
bility that the type actually did come from Luzon must be taken more seri-
ously. It is hardly possible, of course, that there is an unknown breeding
population of this conspicuous flycatcher on Luzon; but if it is a rare or occa-
sional migrant or straggler from Batan, that is something different. Reference
to most of the earlier literature on this race will be found in a note by C. W.
Richmond in The Auk for 1917, page 215, which Dr. Rand called to my
attention.

A further attempt will be made to obtain female specimens and to determine
whether the species is resident on Mindoro.—Goporrepo L. Arcasim, Philippine Na-
tional Museum.

Le Conte’s Sparrow breeding in Chicoutimi County, Province of Quebec,
Canada.—On the afternoon of 20 July 1963 the first writer was watching birds
with ornithological students of “le Camp des Jeunes Explorateurs” (a French-
Canadian nature-study camp) in the fields that stretch between the Saguenay River
and the town of Saint-Fulgence; this village is located on the north shore of the
Saguenay River, 10 miles downstream from Chicoutimi, about 115 miles north of
Quebec, Province of Quebec. On the west side of a bay called Anse aux Foins (70°
55’ 40” W long., 48° 27' 20” N lat.), when walking in a wet, rushy pasture in which
grew a few small willows (Selix sp.), he noted a weak, buzzy song. Searching, he
flushed a small, pale sparrow from the tall grass. The bird flew directly to a nearby
fence and landed on a wooden post, where it stood for about 10 minutes. The




