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Great Black-backed Gulls nesting on Little Haystack Island, Lake Huron. 
On •luly 1, 1954, during a trip to band Herring Gulls and Great Blue Herons at 
Little Haystack Island, one of the Fishing Islands along the west side of Bruce 
County, Ontario, in Lake Huron, I found two exceptionally large juvenile gulls. 
The feathers on these birds were well developed but not enough for them to fly. 
The plumage was much lighter than that of a similar-aged Herring Gull, and there 
was a distinct black band near the end of the tail, which terminated in a narrow 
white band. In these two features they resembled young Ring-billed Gulls rather 
than Herring Gulls. As number 6 bands were too small for their legs, I banded 
them with number 7 bands (numbers 517-30601 and 30602). As this area is so far 
from the recorded nesting range of any of the larger gulls, ! first thought that they 
could be nothing more than abnormally large Herring Gulls. 

During the next few days, I found it difficult to believe that I had properly identi- 
fied these birds as Herring Gulls and felt that they might be Great Black-backed 
Gulls (Larus marinus), especially after checking with Plate 15 in Volume 62 of 'The 
Auk.' Bad weather prevented me from returning to the island before •IUlY 10 when, 
on my arrival, I was quite elated to see three adult Great Black-backed Gulls resting 
about 100 yards away on the lake. 

A search in the area, where I had previously found and banded the birds, soon 
produced one of them; and, on looking for a young Herring Gull of approximately 
the same development for comparison, I found a third young Black-back which I 
banded with band number 517-30603. While we were handling and photographing 
these two young ones, one of the adult Great Black-backed Gulls kept flying overhead 
and scolding at us. By this time I was certain that our birds were Great Black- 
backed Gulls, and the rest of our party, who came along to see them, were all in 
agreement. 

As there were quite a number of Herring Gulls' nests on this island (we banded 
201 young Herring Gulls on •IUlY 1 and 9 more on •IUlY 10) we could not dif- 
ferentiate any nest as specifically belonging to the Great Black-backed. However 
these birds must have been from one of the nests as they were too young to have 
flown there. 

I took a tail feather from one of these Great Black-backed Gulls as well as one 

from a young Herring Gull for comparison. These feathers were given to the 
Royal Ontario Museum of Zoology. 

In checking with Mr. •l. L. Baillie of that Museum, I found that there is no previ- 
ous breeding record of this bird for Ontario, and I believe it is the first one for the 
Great Lakes. It will be interesting to see if this is the beginning of the extension 
of its nesting range to the whole Great Lakes area. 

It might also be interesting to note that, about five months later on November 
28, I noticed an immature Great Blacksbacked Gull with a flock of Herring Gulls 
at the Wiarton Fishery Dock, which is on the Georgian Bay side of Bruce Peninsula 
and is about fifteen miles in a direct line from little Haystack Island. This gull 
was banded on the right leg, as I had banded the ones in July and was possibly one 
of them.--How.•m H. K•tvo, Chesley, Ontario. 

Bubulcus ibis in the Cauca Valley, Colombia.--On May 11, 1954, while on 
a short visit to the Cauca Valley in western Colombia, I had the opportunity to 
observe from a relatively short distance--30 meters at the most--a flock of ten 
Cattle Egrets (Bubulcus ibis) in a pasture along the main highway about 3• kilo- 
meters south of Guacad, near the railroad crossing of Estaci6n Ginebra, between 
Palmira and Buga, 980 meters above sea level. The locality, lying at 3 ø 43' North 


