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North Andover, was caught in a mink trap set in water at Haggett’s Pond, Andover;
about 1890 by S. Arthur Lovejoy.”” The second specimen was collected by Arthur
Heiman of Methuen and has recently been presented by him to the Peabody Museum
of Salem. Mr. Heiman says, regarding th:s bird, ‘‘In the latter part of July, 1933 1
was shooting crows in the Scotland Hill district (near the Methuen-Haverhill line).
In a pasture on the hilltop . . . a large black bird got up . . . which was secured
and found to be a raven in the pin feather stage, though well advanced.”

There are also recent sight records of the Raven, mainly in the past ten years, since
between 1927 and 1938 only one has been found. An earlier one is that of November
11, 1922, when Mr. Arthur W. Beckford of Danvers, an experienced hunter who had
shot many crows, saw in Ipswich a bird which he was convinced was a Raven.

By 1940, Paul F. Eckstorm of Brewer, Maine (Bull. New England Bird Life, 4 (2))
notes the Raven is ‘“‘increasing somewhat in forested areas and westward along the
coast,” and Katharine Tousey (Bull. New England Bird Life, 5 (7)) reports “more
than usual; two to eight in every wild harbor of the east coast of Maine.”” To the
south, J. J. Murray in Virginia (Bent, Life Histories of North American Jays, Crows,
1946) says ‘‘commoner now than it was ten years ago.”

It seems probable that this increase of breeding birds both north and south is
reflected in the more numerous records for Massachusetts for the last decade. The
two reports from Connecticut are included as confirming the possibility of a coast-
wise migratory movement.

SuMMARY OF RECORDS OF 1940-1948

1941 Mass., Mt. Tom., October 26, Mrs. Albert Dietrich and Ruth Wheelright..... 1
1942 Connecticut, Waterford, March 11, E. V. Stoddard. . ...................... 1
1943 Conn., Waterford, Aprilt 2, E. V. Stoddard. .......... ... .. ... ..., 2

Massachusetts, Osterville, Aoril 18, John W. Eaton........................ 1
1945 Mass., Brookline, March 27, Ruth Ernst. . .. .......... ... it 1
1947 Mass., Rockport, November 9, Davis Crompton. . ...........covueenen .. 1

Mass., North Andover, December 12 and 15, Oscar M. Root................ 1,1
1948 Mass., Newburyport, May 22, Charles Crain and D. E. Snyder. .. .......... 1

Such frequent encounters were apparently unknown prior to the last decade, or at
least were unrecorded in the past century. Two explanations might be suggested:
(a) an increase in Raven populations both to the north and south, with casual mi-
grants flying over Massachusetts; and (b) an increase in the number of skilled ob-
servers in the state.—DororHY E. SNYDER, The Peabody Museum, Salem, Mass.

European Tree Sparrows at Hannibal, Missouri.—In 1870, a colony of Euro-
pean Tree Sparrows, Passer montanus montanus, was released in St. Louis, Missouri.
They flourished near Shaw’s Garden in St. Louis until 1877 when the English House
Sparrow, Passer domesticus, spread westward and displaced its less aggressive cousin.
The colony broke into isolated groups which seemed to drift slightly eastward and
southward. For a number of years nesting pairs were reported from St. Louis, East
St. Louis, Alton, Horseshoe Lake in southern Illinois, and even down to the Reelfoot
Lake country in Kentucky. Their usual range was in a radius of about 50 miles
from St. Louis.

It is of some interest that in 1946 a pair nested behind a water spout on the Hanni-
bal Missouri High School, which is about 50 miles farther north than the bird has ever
before been reported. ‘The following year a pair nested in a bird box at Hull, Illinois,
ten miles east of Hannibal. No 1948 record has been secured of this pair.—T. E.
MUSSELMAN, Quincy, Illinois.

Raised ear coverts.—It is well known that many birds raise the crown feathers
when alerted, but not enough alarmed to flee. I have not seen any reference to
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raised ear coverts under the same conditions. ‘The reaction is not easy to see and,
in fact, I have only seen it clearly twice, once in a towhee, Pipilo erythrophthalmus,
and recently in a hen pheasant, Phasianus colchicus. In each case the bird’s head
faced directly away from me, and the coverts projected from the outline of the head
like two little, lateral crests. 'The function of the action is clear. Even the special-
ized anterior auricular feathers must exert a considerable attenuating effect on sound
waves which would be diminished by raising and separating the feathers.—CHARLES
H. BLakE, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetis.

Insect food of the Nevada Savannah Sparrow.—Studies of insect food of
Utah birds, with particular regard to their feeding on the beet leafhopper, Eufettix
tenellus (Baker), and on the pea aphid, Macrosiphum pisi (Kalt.), resulted in accumu-
lation of 14 stomacls of the Nevada Savannah Sparrow, Passerculus sandwichensis
nevadensis Grinnell. Recognizable insect food contained in the 14 stomachs con-
sisted of: Orthoptera, one grasshopper nymph; 50 Homoptera, nine of which were
leafhoppers, five being clover leathoppers, Aceratagallia sanguinolenta Prov., besides
four beet leafhoppers, 31 aphids, 29 being pea aphids and two European grain aphids;
39 Hemiptera, of which nine were mirids, three being lygus bugs, seven damsel bugs—
nearly all Nab:s alternatus Parsh., and 16 lygaeids, all of which were false chinch bugs,
Nysius ericae (Schill.); 28 Coleoptera, of which four were larvae, three chrysomelid
leaf beetles, five weevils of which one was an adult, three larval alfalfa weevils and
one a pea weevil; eight larval Lepidoptera and 17 eggs; 15 Diptera, of which 13 were
chironomid midges; four Hymenoptera, two being ants. In addition, numerous
insect fragments and 136 weed seeds were recognized.—GEORGE F. KNOWLTON,
Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah.

Some breeding records from eastern Kentucky.—The only mountain in Ken-
tucky which is high enough to have an avifauna of northern birds (Transitional
Zone) is Big Black Mountain, altitude 4150 feet, in Harlan County. First collec-
tions were made there by Howell (Auk, 27: 295-304, 1910). Wetmore’s party from
the U. S. National Museum also visited there in 1938 and verified the subspecific
status of such birds as the Carolina Junco, Cairn’s Warbler, and the Mountain Vireo
(Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 88: 529-574, 1940). Notes on the birds of this area have also
been published by Barbour (Kentucky Warbler, 17: 46-47, 1941) and Breiding
(Kentucky Warbler, 23: 37-40, 1947). With one exception no mention is made of
nests, and the breeding status is based either upon their presence in June or July or
upon birds collected in juvenal plumage. In view of the fact that part of Black
Mountain is in Virginia, the presence of juvenile birds (unless exceedingly young and
helpless) is doubtful proof of breeding in Kentucky. It, therefore, seems desirable
to record the discovery of nests of three of these northern species.

John Reynolds, a student at the University of Louisville, and I camped near the
top of Black Mountain from June 16 to 18, 1947. The summit of the mountain,
which is fairly flat, has been largely cleared and parts of it are in grassy fields. The
peak lacks entirely the growth of such conifers as spruce and fir which are so char-
acteristic of the higher summits in adjacent states.

Chestnut-sided Warbler, Dendroica pensylvanica.—On the evening of June 16, we
observed a pair of these warblers at about 4000 feet carrying food to a spot near the
center of a blackberry patch. The nest with four well-fledged young was soon
located in a dead brier, two feet above the ground. When we returned the next
morning, all four young leaped from the nest when the parents gave alarm notes.
We suicceeded in capturing three for examination. ‘The adults were fearless and came



