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part of the baldpate.—JEssie HaMmBLETON, 182 Eglinton Avenue¢ East, Toronto,
Canada. !

The American pintail in the Province of Quebec.—In June, 1945, the writer
flushed an unknown female duck at Point St. Denis. Judging by her strange be-
havior she must have been brooding. Some time after, as I waited in the woods, she
came back. I managed to see where she landed and found a nest with six or eight
ducklings, one of which was captured and sent to Mr. W. E. Godfrey of the National
Museum of Ottawa. It was identified as the pintail duck, Anas acuta. I think
this is the second authentic record of breeding of the species in the Province of
Quebec.—ABBE A. TANGUAY, St. Ann de la Pocatiere, Province of Quebec, Canada.

European teal in coastal South Carolina.—On November 28, 1947, while con-
ducting the Audubon Wildlife Tour to Bull’s Island, South Carolina, the writer with
a group of eight observers, saw a well-plumaged male Anas crecca in House Pond.
‘The bird was about 50 yards distant, in excellent light, and in company with four
or five drakes of Anas carolinense. Even the observers unfamiliar with ducks could
readily see the differences between this bird and the accompanying teal. The lack
of the white bar in front of the wings and the presence of the horizontal white stripe
on the scapulars was perfectly apparent and commented on by all of them.

The occurrence of 4. crecca in South Carolina is, of course, purely accidental.
One specimen was secured (February 13, 1930), at the Santee Gun Club, Charleston
County, by Richard Bishop. This was recorded by Stone (Auk, 51: 227, 1934)
and constituted the first record for this region. In December, 1946, the writer saw
one of these teal on Bull’s Island practically in the same place as recorded above.
There have been, therefore, three records for this accidental wanderer in South
Carolina, two of them sight records by this writer. ‘The Bull’s Island bird was still
present on December 5, but in another pond (Moccasin).-——ALEXANDER SPRUNT,
JIR., The Crescent, Charleston 50, South Carolina.

Breeding of the shoveler in New Brunswick.—During the course of the sum-
mer of 1948, I was able to follow the activities of a pair of shovelers, Spatula clypeata,
which nested on the Midgic Marsh, in Westmorland County, New Brunswick, near
the Nova Scotia boundary.

I first saw this pair on May 4 and continued to observe them during visits in May
and the first half of June. On June 20, I flushed the female from her nest which was
built on the bank of a small drainage ditch. The poorly concealed nest was located
about three feet from the edge of a small, shallow pond and about six inches above
the level of the water. It contained eight eggs and, judging by the behavior of the
female, I would say that incubation was well under way.

On July 12, I visited the marsh after an absence of about two weeks. The nest
was empty and there was not a sign of either of the shovelers. Previously, I had
always observed both birds within 500 yards of the nest site.

It was not until August 7 that I again saw any sign of the shovelers. In the eatly
evening I was observing a group of waterfow! from concealment in the cattails sur-
rounding a pond of about five acres. ‘This pond was approximately one mile from
the nest described above. 1 saw a female shoveler duck with a brood of nine
swimming towards me. They approached to within about six feet and, stepping
out of my hiding place, I managed to retrieve four of the ducklings from the bottom
of the pond where they had sought concealment. They were only a few days old
and, although they bore no pinfeathers, their bills had begun to take on the shape



