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built (1940-1942), I learned that these birds were not uncommon in the old Coyote
Creek Marsh, now covered by this reservoir. No one seems to know how long they
have been in this area as breeding birds.
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Florida Gallinule in Utah.—On June 24, 1947, the writers, accompanied by
Noland Nelson, Utah Fish and Game biologist, sighted a Florida Gallinule (Gallinula
chloropus cachinnans) in Unit I of the Ogden Bay Bird Refuge, five miles northwest
of Hooper, Utah. ‘This bird was sighted on the shore of the lake at about 30 yards
distance. Identification was positively made by the three observers with the use of
a pair of 9 x 35 field glasses. Further identification was made when the bird was
again flushed from a distance of 10 yards. This constitutes the first known record
of the occurrence of the Florida Gallinule in Utah.~—CLARENCE COTTAM AND JESSOP
B. Low, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Townsend’s Warbler in Brooklyn, New York.—On the morning of May 8,
1947, while birding in Prospect Park, Brooklyn, N. Y., during a cold North-west
wind, I observed a warbler fly in and land with a loud ckip near the top of a tall ever-
green. With 7 x 50 coated binoculars it was immediately apparent that the bird
had a yellow face and under parts, with a black cap, throat, and cheek patch. In
the ensuing half hour, the bird descended to lower levels and fed with other warblers
in a sycamore maple, and thus afforded excellent views. It was unquestionably a
male Townsend’s Warbler.

Cruickshank (‘Birds around New York City’: 389, 1942) mentions the bird seen
by Dr. W. T. Helmuth at East Hampton, Long Island, on August 18, 1934, as un-
doubtedly correct, but quotes Dr. Helmuth’s suggestion that “if the species be
mentioned at all . . . it be relegated to the hypothetical list.”” He mentions two
other eastern records—one bird collected in Pennsylvania and one seen in Massa-
chusetts.

Considering the rarity of this Pacific Coast accidental, I was extremely fortunate
to substantiate this record upon returning the following morning with Mr. Walter
Sedwitz and observing the bird in the same area. That afternoon further confirma-
tion was made by Mr. Geoffrey Carleton. The next morning, May 10, Mr. 1.
Alperin, Mr. W. Sedwitz and myself again located the bird, and a few hours later
it was carefully observed by eight members of the Brooklyn Bird Club.

The bird ranged from tree-tops to the very ground, itself. Everyone had ample
opportunity to make detailed plumage studies. Although the specimen was not
taken, I would like to suggest that this easily identifiable bird, observed by a dozen
competent observers, be given place among the birds listed for New York State.—
Dr. M. A. JacoBson, New York, N. Y.

Glossy Ibis breeding in South Carolina.—The first breeding record for the
Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus) in South Carolina was made on June 15, 1947, when
-1 found a pair of these birds nesting in Washo Reserve, an old rice plantation back-
water or reservoir, near the mouth of the Santee River about 45 miles northeast of
Charleston. With the exception of a pair found breeding near Southport, North
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Carolina, in 1940, this is the only breeding record for the Southeast north of Florida.

I was observing a large colony of White Ibises, Snowy Egrets, Louisiana, Little
Blue and Black-crowned Night Herons when I saw first one then another Glossy
Ibis among the hundreds of birds in the air above the rookery. During the next
four hours I saw the two Glossies repeatedly and their behavior indicated beyond a
reasonable doubt that they were nesting in a certain part of the rookery where
hundreds of White Ibis and heron nests, with both eggs and young, were placed in
low thickets of myrtle (bayberry), buttonwood, maple and willow. It was impossible
at the time to determine which one of these many nests belonged to the Glossies,
which were much shyer than the White Ibises, circling in the air at a pretty good
height and refusing to come down to their nest while my boat was visible. The
bushes were growing on floating islands which would not bear a man’s weight, the
water was deep and the growth so thick that it was almost impossible to force the
boat through it.

On July 3 I returned to the rookery with Alexander Sprunt, Jr., E. Burnham
Chamberlain, Curator of Vertebrate Zoology at the Charleston Museum, Ellison A.
Williams and Alexander Sprunt III. One of the two Glossy Ibises showed itself
almost at once in the air and, as on the earlier occasion, revealed the approximate
location of the nest by circling over a specific part of the area. Nevertheless, it took
several hours—a large part of which time was spent by Chamberlain and Sprunt up
in trees, whence they could look out over this area of the rookery—to locate defi-
nitely the Glossy Ibis nest.

It was about five and one-half feet above the water in a thicket of myrtle (bay-
berry) and other growths. In it were two young Glossy Ibises (easily distinguishable
from the young of the White Ibises), both of them dead. Apparently they had been
dead only a few hours, for decay had hardly begun and the bodies were in excellent
condition. What had caused their death is a mystery. Although we saw only one
parent bird on this second occasion, she was assiduous in her attention to the young
even after their death, so it seems certain that they had not lacked food.

The nest, composed of sticks, Spanish moss and grass, and the two young birds—
partly fledged and weighing 14 and 15 ounces, respectively—are now in the collection
of the Charleston Museum.—HERBERT RAVENEL Sass, Charleston, South Carolina.

Oyster-catcher breeding in New Jersey.—On July 26, 1947, at Little Beach
Island, Ocean County, New Jersey, William W. Lukens, Jr., Quintin Kramer and I
found the nest of an American Oyster-catcher, Haematopus p. palliatus. The nest
contained three eggs, two of which were pipped—one so far advanced that we could
see the bill and head of the chick and hear it peep in the egg several times.

We actually counted four adult Oyster-catchers on the Island, but located the
nest of only the one pair on a little mound of sand near a ¢olony of approximately
two hundred Black Skimmers and about twenty Common Terns. It was interesting
to observe that some of the Skimmers and Terns quite often attacked the nesting
Oyster-catchers by diving at their heads while they were standing on the beach, and
flying after them when they were in the air. However, the female Oyster-catcher
(slightly larger and browner on the back than the male) was not bothered when
brooding the eggs.

So far as we know, this is the first record of Oyster-catchers nesting in New Jersey
in almost eighty years—EvEBLYN Y. KraMER, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

The range of the Northern Cliff Swallow in Alaska.—The A. O. U. Check-
List gives the range, in part, of the Northern Cliff Swallow (Peirochelidon a. albi-



