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RECENT LITERATURE

The ‘Museu Paulista’.—Dr. Pinto has given an interesting account of the orni-
thological collections of the ‘Museu Paulista,’ long known in the annals of South
American ornithology and now, since January, 1939, a part of the Department of
Zoology, Bureau of Agriculture, S3o Paulo, Brazil.

The collection appears to have had its origin in a private collection of miscellaneous
material brought together by Colonel Joaquim Sartério and sold, late in 1890, to
Francisco de Paulo Mayrynk who presented it to the government of Sdo Paulo. In
1893, it was proposed to erect a special building to house the collection and Dr.
Hermann von Ihering was appointed to direct the museum’s activities.

Extensive field work followed and many names familiar in Brazilian ornithology
appear in the subsequent record—Jodo Leonardo Lima, Adolfo Hempel, Ernst and
Walter Garbe, Hermann Liiderwaldt, Rodulfo von Ihering, and others, among whom
the author, himself, must be given a prominent place. ‘Their activities are recounted
with their various expeditions and some of their more important discoveries. A list
of the localities visited is appended and two excellent maps serve to show the position
of these places. The account is illustrated by numerous photographs of people and
terrain.—J. T'. ZIMMER.

Birds of the Rio Juruf, Brazil.>—The basis of this fine report is a collection
of 4518 birds secured by Alfouso M. Olalla and party in 1936, part of which is now
retained in the Royal Natural History Museum in Stockholm. The collection
contained 396 species and subspecies of which 60 had not previously been recorded
from the Juruia. A number of new forms were discovered in the course of the study,
four of which are described in the present account—Forpus xanthopterygius olallae
(Lago de Cauagary, Rio Amazon), Scapaneus irachelopyrus olalize (Caxiricatuba,
Rio Tapajoz), Cyanerpes caeruleus hellmayri (Potaro Highlands, British Guiana),
and Lampropsar tanagrinus macropterus (Santo Antonio, Rio Eirtl). Voluminous
critical notes are given on most of the species, making the account a detailed taxo-
nomic review of a considerable part of the west-Brazilian avifauna.

It is noted that Loxia virens Linnaeus is fully determined as identical to Tanagre
episcopus Linnaeus, as was suggested by Hellmayr in 1936, but it is to be regretted
that the formal proposal is now made to supplant the long-established episcopus by
the newly-discovered equivalent. Both names are of exactly the same date, al-
though they appeared on different pages of the same volume, so no question of
priority was involved. The selection of episcopus could have been made with no
disturbance of accepted names, but, as the choice of the first reviser, virens must now
be adopted for the species and its typical subspecies.

Count Gyldenstolpe has performed a marked service in determining the status of
the birds of this little-known part of Brazil and students of South American ornithol-
ogy will be grateful for the careful study embodied in this report.—J. T. ZIMMER.

North-Bolivian birds.>—The lowlands of northern Bolivia have received compar-
atively little attention from ornithologists although they have not been entirely
neglected. ‘There still remained much to be accomplished in the region. Count
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Gyldenstolpe instituted a thorough investigation of the area and sent an expedition
in 1937 and 1938 under the leadership of Alfonso M. Olalla to the Department of
Beni and the easternmost portion of the Territorio de Colonias. The result was
the acquisition by the Royal Natural History Museum of Stockholm of some 3800
specimens of birds, representing 510 different species and subspecies of which 125
had not previously been found anywhere in Bolivia. Six forms found to be new
were described, with others, in a previous paper [Ark. Zool., 33B (13): 1-10, 1941].

The whole collection Count Gyldenstolpe has studied critically with other rich
material in the museum at Stockholm, and the present report gives a thorough dis-
cussion of the problems encountered in the investigation. In spite of the large
number of forms discovered for the first time in the country, thirty-seven additional
forms are known from the limited region under discussion that were not found by
the party in the field. Sixteen others similarly recorded are believed to have been
incorrectly determined in the light of the material in hand.

Discussions of the region (with photographs) and of previous explorations in the
area give a good introduction to the paper. Count Gyldenstolpe has presented an
excellent contribution which will be of service to future students of the birds of
South America, not restricted to those of Bolivia.—]J. T. ZIMMER.
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