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Schoodic Island. 44° 28’ N., 68° 2’ W.

A nest and seven eggs of the Black Duck were found in the marshy central section
of the Island on June 12, 1941. Four other adults, which may have been nesting,
were flushed from the same area. Adults were seen in 1942 and 1943 but no nests
or young were discovered during these visits.

Of the 21 records of nests and young, two were obtained in 1941, one in 1942, six
in 1943 and twelve in 1944. Since we visited practically the same islands each year,
the increase indicated by the number of records is significant. In addition to the
above records, Black Ducks were seen on or near six other islands but there was no
evidence of their nesting.

There has been a marked general increase in the sea-bird populatlon along the
Maine coast in recent years, and our records seem to indicate that the Black Duck is
also becoming well established as a nesting species on our coastal islands. Many of
the eleven islands listed in this report presented little to attract a freshwater Duck.
1t is probable that many of the inner, larger islands, which provide more favorable
conditions, are inhabited by more nesting Black Ducks than we have supposed.—
ALFRED O. Gross, Bowdoein College, Brunswick, Maine.

Observations of Red-breasted Nuthatches.—To those who have enjoyed the
antics of nuthatches at their feeding-trays, the following observation should prove
interesting. While hunting in Corbin Park, near Newport, New Hampshire, on
January 14, 1945, Ralph C. Morrill, of the Peabody Museum staff, saw about a
dozen Red-breasted Nuthatches (Sitla canadensis) feeding on the entrails of a deer
that had been dressed in the woods. Latet in the day, and in another part of this
extensive forest, he was attracted by shrill squeaks issuing from a small white pine
tree. The disturbance proved to be an ‘assault’ by ten or a dozen of these nuthatches,
possibly the same group, upon a little Saw-whet Owl (Cryptoglaux acadica). Ap-
parently only the nuthatches were excited for, while the owl sat quietly, the former
continually darted about it, over and under the limb which served as a perch, but
not approaching nearer than six or eight inches from the owl. And they were doing
all the squeaking.—SrtanLEY C. BavLL, Pecbody Museum (of Natural History), Yale
Unsversity, New Haven, Connecticut.

Additional unrecorded Passenger Pigeons from New York State.—On De-
cember 29, 1942, when I called upon Dr. T. Van Hyning, Director of the Florida State
Museum in Gainesville, I observed two freshly mounted Passenger Pigeons, Ectopistes
migratorius (Linnaeus), on the mantle in his office. In correspondence immediately
subsequent to my visit, Dr. Van Hyning stated that the two pigeons, a male and a
female, had been purchased not long before from Ward’s Natural Science Establish-
ment in Rochester, New York. The specimens were collected by the late Charles
A. Bullock of Ohio, Herkimer County, New York, “about” 1890 and were taken in
that vicinity.

It may be of interest to know that the purchase price of these two Passenger
Pigeons was one hundred dollars which Dr. Van Hyning considered “extremely
reasonable for the fine specimens.”

Further general interest attends the fact that these birds, together with another
individual not concerned in this note, are now displayed in a small habitat group. in
the Florida State Museum under Accession No. 82209 of that institution. .

Both Dr. Van Hyning and I have endeavored to obtain further information on
the two New York State Passenger Pigeons discussed here but without much success.’
Mr. Burt M. Robinson, current District Superintendent of Public Schools, Poland,
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New York, has kindly acted as intermediary for me in contacting Mrs, Signa Bullock,
daughter-in-law of the late Charles Bullock, collector of the pigeons. Mr. Robinson
reports that “Charles Bullock for many years had the mounted birds in his home in
the Town of Ohio, Herkimer County. Shortly after the death of Mr. Bullock the
birds were sent to Ward’s Natural Science Establishment . . . I do know that
in the memory of some of the older residents in the Town of Ohio, Passenger Pigeons
were very plentiful and were killed in great numbers.”

Although the definite data concerning these specimens of historic interest are
rather meager, it seems worth while to record their current whereabouts and as much
reliable information as can be ascertained concerning them.—DAvYTON STONER.—
New York State Museum, Albany, New York.

~ Possible intergrades between the Myrtle and Audubon’s Warbler.—
While engaged in wildlife research in Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado, 1
had opportunity to study and collect specimens of the birds inhabiting the park.
On May 2, 1940, I observed an adult male warbler that sang the typical song of’
Dendroica coronata, and was apparently identical with the normal Myrtle in plumage,
except for a conspicuous yellow area on the throat. I collected the bird, which is
now in the Park Collection. During the following week, I saw several more of these
aberrant warblers, all of which sang exactly like normal Myrtles. They were with
flocks of typical Myrtles, sometimes accompanied by Audubon’s Warblers. Two or
three similar skins are in the collection of the Colorado Museum of Natural History,
all taken in Colorado. There is a single skin in the American Museum of Natural
History, no. 381799, labelled D. auduboni, which is a characteristic Myrtle Warbler,
except that the fore half of the throat is bright lemon; the rest of the throat, ashy-
white, ‘This bird was collected April 6, 1904, at Witch Creek, California.

It is possible that these aberrant birds represent intergrades or hybrids between
the Myrtle and Audubon’s Warblers, in which case their natal area presumably
would be in a localized region of overlap in British Columbia. It is also likely that
these Myrtle Warblers, and perhaps all of the individuals that migrate through the
park, properly belong to the race Dendroica coronata hoovers McGregor, recognized
in the Nineteenth Supplement to the Fourth Edition of the A. O. U. Check-List
(Auk, 61: 459, 1944).

I have been informed that there may be a previous reference in the recent literature
to the occurrence of such aberrant warblers, but the exigencies of naval duties pre-
vents my locating this reference. ‘This note is submitted to call the attention of
students working in the field to the desirability of determining the frequency of the
occurrence of such birds, and their range and breeding site.—L7. (J.6.) FRED MaAL-
LERY Packarp, USNR, Passaic, New Jersey.

Natural hybrids between Dendroica coronata and D. auduboni.—Lieuten-
ant Fred M. Packard wrote me some time ago that he had submitted to the Auk a
statement of his observations of presumed hybrids between the Myrtle and Audu-
bon’s Warblers in Rocky Mountain National Park. Through the courtesy of Dr.
Zimmer 1 have had the opportunity of examining his statement, published elsewhere
in this issue. The basis for his suggestion was the observation of birds giving the
Myrtle Warbler song but with yellow on the throat. It seems desirable to publish
at the same time a description of some other Colorado specimens that seem to be
hybrids, together with a brief summary of previous reports.

The distinctions between Dendroica coronata and D. audubonsi are several in num-
ber, but the recombinations of these characteristics in presumed hybrids are more



