
Vol. 6',-[ General Notes 1't 1 

still on the windshield, having been forced behind the windshield wiper. The 
feathers remaining on the windshield were carefully removed and wrapped and 
were later sent to the American Museum of Natural History where they were iden- 
tified as those of the American Goldfinch. The average weight of this species is 
approximately 12.5 grams. 

I am informed by the American Museum of Natural History that these birds 
are relatively high flyers and that their migrations also take place at night. I 
might point out that it was just beginning to get light at 4:30 on this particular 
morning. It is surprising that this species should have been migrating at such 
an early date as most American Goldfinches begin their migrations during the 
latter part of September. 

An interesting sidelight was brought out by computing the impact. Due to the 
lack of information necessary in accurately computing the foot-poundage of the 
impact, we made computations based on assumptions as to the thickness of the 
remains of the bird and the area that they covered upon impact, and arrived at 
a figure of 100 lbs. pressure in the area of impact. 

I want to thank Dr. Robert Cushman Murphy of the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History for his kindness and help in preparing this note.--CA•,T. V. H. BROWN, 
American Airlines, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Aortic rupture in Field Sparrow due to frlght.--On June 6, 1943, I found the 
nest of a Field Sparrow (Spizella pusilla pusilla) on a one-hundred-acre tract of 
land in Pennfield Township, Calhoun County, Michigan, where I have been 
making an extensive study of the species. The nest was placed underneath a tuft 
of grass on a side hill and contained four eggs of normal size and weight. The 
female was observed to be unbanded, so early on the morning of June 7 a small 
hair-net was placed to one side of the nest and the female Field Sparrow fright- 
ened from the nest into the net in a short time. This has proved a very effective 
means of capturing Field Sparrows during the six summers that I have studied them, 
and over 200 adults have been thus captured for banding. 

Although there is considerable variation in the behavior of individual birds of 
one species, due to fright, just as there is with humans, I have never encountered 
a bird quite as frightened as was this particular Field Sparrow when I removed 
her from the net and banded her. She was so frightened that she breathed in 
gasps, similar to the panting of a dog. Immediately after banding her I opened 
my hand and released her, but she fluttered to the ground. I picked her up and 
again released her, but she dropped to the ground once more and when I picked 
her up for the third time I found that she was dead. 

Dissection revealed a clot in the region of the heart about 5 or 6 mm. in diameter, 
and on closer examination it was found that the wall of the lower side of the 

ascending aorta had ruptured about 2 mm. from the heart. This rupture was 
about 1 mm. wide, and even though it might have been produced by an aortic wall 
weaker than normal, it was, of course, caused by the fright produced when I cap- 
tured the bird.--LAwm•NcE H. WALKINSHAW, Battle Creek, Michigan. 

The Robin does not change its tail spots.--During banding activities, a study 
was made of the white tail spots of 162 trapped Eastern Robins (Turdus m. mi- 
gratorius) from 1938 to 1943. These rectricial spots varied greatly in size, shape, 
and the number of feathers involved. One adult Robin had no indication what- 

ever of white on any feather and one had only one millimeter of white showing 


