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became automatically the type of the other (see International Rules of Zoological
Nomenclature, Art. 30, II, f). Gray (Cat. Gen. Subgen. Birds: 37, 1840) selected
“Garrulus glandarius (L.)” as the type of Garrulus, antedating Ridgway by many
years. Both infaustus and glandarius were discussed by Billberg but even their
omission would not have altered the situation since the manner of proposal of the
generic name Cractes placed it at once in the synonymy of Garrulus Brisson.—JoHN
T. ZiMmMER, American Museum of Natural History, New York, N. Y.

Nesting notes on the Arctic Tern.—On July 27, 1943, I visited a colony of Arctic
Terns (Sterna paradisaea) that were nesting on an unnamed island a few miles
off the Frederikshaab Glacier on the southwest coast of Greenland in latitude
62° 09’ N., longitude 50° 21 W. In area, it is 300 yards by 100 yards—one of the
largest of a group—and has an elevation of about 100 feet. At high tide, approxi-
mately 75 per cent of the island is covered by a grass which is up to ten inches
in height. In the center of the island there is a small freshwater lake measuring
60 by 15 feet and with a depth of several feet. The island appeared to be the
only one in that immediate vicinity where the terns were nesting.

To determine the approximate number of nests, our party of three Greenlanders
(Eskimos) and two Americans took a census. Nest positions, cover, and predation
were noted. Walking abreast and at 20-foot intervals, we counted: the nests over
the length of the island. The nests consisted simply of grass which had been
packed down. Practically all of them were entirely exposed, and all were placed
on the grass. In many cases, however, they were on narrow grass ridges in rock
crevices. We counted 279 nests, and it was felt that this represented over 90 per
cent of the total. There were 181 nests with two eggs each; 95 had one egg each;
and three contained three each. No hatched eggs were seen.

Predatory birds were not observed near the island, although several Snowy Owl
pellets were found near the nests. These contained bones and small white feathers.
Two pairs of tern wings also were found. Bird predators probably are a negligible
factor here in nest losses. Human beings appear to be a much greater predatory
factor.

Previous to our decision to make the nest count, three of the Greenlanders in
our party had gone to the island and collected 146 eggs. This represented the
rifling of about 92 nests. Eggs are something of a delicacy in Greenland, and the
collection was made for food. Inasmuch as this island is on a moderately traveled
route for small native boats, food-hunting natives probably account for a consid-
erable loss of eggs. Examination of most of the collected eggs showed some of
them to be fresh and others in all stages of incubation. However, the freshness
or the developmental stage of the embryo apparently did not influence the Green-
landers. All the eggs were boiled and eaten with relish.

Some of the eggs which occurred singly in the nests were fresh and some were
incubated. This was the case also with clutches of more than one egg. The
Greenlanders claim that the terns nest twice every season. Two or three eggs were
reported as being the usual number for the first nesting and one egg for the second
nesting. However, the destruction or disturbance of the first nest may have oc-
casioned the building of a second.—CarL R. EXLUND, Capt. Air Forces, Arctic
Section, ADTIC, 25 Broad Street, New York City.

* Breeding records of the Prairie Horned Lark in Kentucky.—The Prairie Horned
Lark (Otocoris alpestris praticola) probably did not breed in Kentucky until very
recently. As late as 1931, Pickwell in his monograph (Trans. Acad. Sci., St. Louis,



