
58•X General Notes [Auk LOct. 

On June 8, the nest was complete with 4 eggs at 8:30 a.m. 
On June •6th, at 8:15 a.m., one egg was hatched and at 7:30 p.m., on the 

same date, the nest was vacated. Incubation required approximately 19• days. 
On June 30, after one hour and twenty minutes' search, I located the family 

with one adult. On July 31, the family was still in the home territory with one 
adult but was not seen thereafter. By imitating the call of the parent I was able 
to deceive the young and obtain some excellent photographs. The alarm signal 
was a strong pert wheet which caused immediate hiding and 'freezing,' while a 
softer wheet, often repeated and gradually diminishing, no doubt as the reunion 
progressed, brought them together. 

With regard to 'injury feigning,' ! do not wish to comment upon this at the 
present time. Attempting to analyze bird behavior according to human standards 
and modes of expression is a most difficult and hazardous pastime for a layman. 

The habit of the adult perching on stumps and low bushes was much in evidence 
when they were caring for the young. While perching, the bird never stayed 
in one place more than a few seconds. 

In 1935, after the young had left the nest, the birds were seen several times 
at 6:00 a.m., and shortly afterwards, making use of a shallow bird bath set flush 
with the ground fifty yards or so from the nesting site on the opposite side of 
the thicket. 

It will be evident that I have made no mention of the sex of the adults. My 
opinion is that after the eggs were laid the male was the active agent in caring 
for the eggs and young. On one occasion only, after the young were hatched, 
another adult appeared in the home range and appeared passively but not actively 
interested in the young. This appearance quite probably was purely accidental. 

In 1936 a pair of Spotted Sandpipers appeared on the site but did not nest. 
From this record it would appear that the period of incubation is approximately 

20 days. The weather during both periods was dry and warm. Other weather 
conditions might vary the time. The nest was vacated a few hours after hatching. 
'Injury feigning' attained its height about five days before hatching and gradually 
diminished with repetition and the growth of the young. The young were pro- 
tected in the home range for a period of approximately three weeks before leaving. 
There was not the tendency to wander far afield that I have seen in the Killdeer.-- 
E. H. M. KNOW•-ES, Regina, Saskatchewan. 

Swimming ability of young Catbird.--While walking along a bank of Fishing 
Creek near New Martinsville, Wetzel Co., West Virginia, on July 18, 1941, I 
startled a young Catbird (Dumetella carolinensis) from its perch so that it fell 
into the slowly-moving stream about four feet from shore. The bird, evidently 
just out of the nest, inasmuch as its short tail was barely evident, landed dorsal 
side up and with six or eight strokes of its wings was ashore again. Except for 
an initial cry as it lost its footing, it seemed little excited and, floating high in 
the water, it headed immediately for the nearest dry land. Its head and neck were 
never wet. Movements of the feet could not be seen.--GEoR•E A. PETRIDES, National 
Park Service, Washington, D.C. 

Great Black-backed Gull killing American Goldeneye.--On October 19, 1941, in 
the Ile au Hdron Bird Sanctuary, Montreal, Quebec, my wife and I were examining 
a flock of ducks with a 7-power binocular and a 42-power telescope, when our 
attention was suddenly drawn to an adult Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) 
on the far side of the flock. The gull was chasing a female American Goldeneye 


