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collected by Handley at Blacksburg, Virginia, November 16, 1940. The specimen,
which represents an addition to the Virginia list, is now in the collections of the
Virginia Polytechnic Institute. It was the only individual of this race among
89 White-crowns trapped that fall. The second was a bird seen by Murray but
not collected, at Cave Spring, on the Maury River near Lexington, Virginia, January
5, 1942, The bird was in high plumage, and was studied for some time at close
range. The first of these records was made during a period when a severe blizzard
swept the western states; the second after a very mild early winter, but after a
blizzard had swept eastward just two or three days before.—CHARLEs O. HANDLEY, JR.,
Blacksburg, Virginia, and J. J. MURRAY, Lexington, Virginia.

Food of some Utah birds.—The following report is based on an examination
of the food contents of bird stomachs collected in Utah during the season of
1941. The writers were assisted in the collecting by E. R. Simmons, Dr. D. M.
Hammond and T. Stanford.

A California Cuckoo, Coccyzus americanus occidentalis, was taken at Logan on
June 10, 1941; its stomach contained 2 Hemiptera including fragments of a
squashbug and a pentatomid of the genus Brachymena; 14 hairy and 2 smooth-
bodied lepidopterous larvae. This bird supplies the second known record for
Cache Valley.

A Nuttall's Poor-will, Phalaenoptilus nuttalli nuttalli, was collected at Tony
Grove camp, in Logan Canyon, on July 28. Its stomach contained 6 adult
Lepidoptera; 1 mirid bug; 2 leafhoppers; 4 Diptera; and 1 click beetle.

The stomach of a Rufous Hummingbird, Selasphorus rufus, taken among willows
at Tony Grove in Logan Canyon, on July 28, contained 4 thrips; 10 aphids includ-
ing 1 Amphorophora ribiella and 6 Aphis sp.; 1 Hemipteron; 1 Dipteron; 1 tiny
beetle; 2 Hymenoptera including 1 Trichogramma.

One Red-naped Sapsucker, Sphyrapicus varius nuchalis, was collected in Mill
Hollow of Logan Canyon on July 2, four were taken in Richards Hollow above
Blacksmith Fork Canyon on July 9, and one at Tony Grove among fir and aspens.
The food in the six stomachs consisted of 3 Homoptera including 1 scale insect, a
Cinara sp. aphid, and a cicada; 17 beetles, including 2 weevils, 1 adult longhorned
wood-borer, 2 scolytid bark beetles, 1 ground beetle; 1 Dipteron; 172 ants, more
than half of these being carpenter ants; 4 spiders; 21 seeds. Besides the above,
from 1 to 15 per cent (by volume) of the contents consisted of wood fiber and
plant fragments.

Two Natalie’s Sapsuckers, Sphyrapicus thryoideus nataliae, collected at Provi-
dence Lake on July 2, and one taken June 13 in upper Logan Dry Canyon, con-
tained 4 beetles, 1 click beetle and 1 scolytid; 3 Diptera, 1 being a large cranefly;
102 Hymenoptera, all but 4 of which were ants, many being winged and carpenter
ants; also plant fragments.

Three Rocky Mountain Hairy Woodpeckers, Dryobates villosus monticola, were
taken in upper Logan Dry Canyon on June 13, and upper Mill Hollow and Spring
Hollow of Logan Canyon on June 20 and 25, respectively. Stomach contents con-
sisted of 1 Hemipteron; 20 Coleoptera of which 10 were round-headed borer larvae
and 4 larval flat-headed borers; 5 adult and 2 larval Lepidoptera; 22 Hymenoptera,
all but one being ants; and plant fragments.

A Hammond’s Flycatcher, Empidonax hammondi, collected in npper Mill Hollow
of Logan Canyon, June 20, 1941, contained 1 leathopper; 1 Hemiptera; 2 caddis-flies;
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1 beetle, a bostrichid; 3 Diptera, 2 being bibionids; 3 Hymenoptera; and numerous
fragments of other insects.

Three Wright's Flycatchers, Empidonax wrighti, were collected in Mill Hollow
of Logan Canyon on June 18, July 3 and 15. Contained food consisted of 2
Hemiptera; 1 leafhopper; 1 stonefly; 3 adult caddis-flies; 20 Coleoptera including
1 click beetle, 1 scolytid, 4 leaf beetles, and 1 weevil; 1 larval Lepidopteron; 14
Diptera including 1 crane fly, 2 bibionids, 1 robber fly, 1 therevid; 10 Hymenoptera
including 1 vespid and 3 winged ants.

A Western Flycatcher, Empidonax difficilis difficilis, collected in Richard’s Hollow
between Logan and Blacksmith Fork Canyons, July 9, contained 1 Homopteron,
the aphid Mindarus abietinus; 1 Hemipteron; 8 beetles including 2 weevils and
1 leaf beetle; 5 Diptera including 1 green-bottle fly; 6 Hymenoptera, including 1
braconid and a flying ant. '

An Olive-sided Flycatcher, Nuitallornis mesoleucus, was taken in upper Mill
Hollow of Logan Canyon on July 3; this contained 10 Coleoptera including 3
cerambycids, Toxotus morio, and 1 scarabaeid; 2 adult Lepidoptera; 2 Diptera;
4 Hymenoptera, 2 being ichneumons.—J. S. STANFORD AND G. F. KNowLTON, Utah
Agricultural Experiment Station, Logan, Utah.

Food of the Ruddy Turnstone.—While returning from a boat trip to Bull Island,
and Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge, South Carolina, on November 11,
1941, the writer passed a power-boat on the Intercoastal Waterway pulling a large
barge loaded with oysters being taken to market. The oyster barge was drawn
about 60 to 65 feet behind the power-boat. A flock of 27 Ruddy Turnstones
(Arenaria interpres morinella), working as individuals, and without apparent regard
for others of their kind, were busy feeding on the small invertebrates—small mollusks,
crabs, amphipods, isopods, and shipworms—that were adhering to the wet oysters.
Repeatedly the birds were noted turning over the oysters in search of additional
food.—CLARENCE CotTAM, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D. C.

Ilex opaca as a late winter food for birds.—Visits on March 9 and 23, 1941, to
woodland areas near Wayside, Maryland, revealed that songbirds, in this portion
of the southern Maryland peninsula, were concentrated in the several holly (Ilex
opaca) groves of that area. Both resident and migratory species utilized these
groves for shelter and as a source of food. On the former date, a single Red-eyed
Towhee and several Bluebirds and Cardinals were observed swallowing Ilex berries,
while at the latter time, a lone White-throated Sparrow joined hundreds of Robins
in consuming these fruits. The large flocks of migrating Robins, seen then,
perched several dozen in each pistillate tree and ate greedily from 7 a. m. to 1 p. m.,
with but a slight reduction in numbers and avidity during the latter part of this
period. Although numerous on March 9, the holly fruits were perceptibly di-
minished in abundance by the afternoon of March 23.—GEORGE A. PETRIDES, Con-
servation Commission, Charleston, West Virginia.

Use of certain Elaeagnus species.—Several ornamental species and varieties of
Elaeagnus with juicy, pink fruits have been introduced into the southeastern
United States. Use of their fruit by birds for food has not previously been re-
corded. Because these plants have promise for erosion control, wildlife-habitat
improvement, and human consumption, limited field collections were made recently
by biologists of the Soil Conservation Service. It appears significant that all birds
taken near Elaeagnus were found to be eating the fruit. Dr. Alfred Rehder, Curator



