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November 15, 1934, George D. Macbeth, 1 Blue Goose; December 1, 1937, Howard
S. Hadden, 1 Blue Goose.—IvErs S. Apams, Hardwick, Massachusetts.

An unusual Mallard’s nest.—Although it is well known that Mallards often nest
at ‘some distance’ from the water, the discovery of a nest located about three miles
from the nearest water-supply is, to the writer, decidedly unusual. The differ-
ence in elevation between the nearest water and the nest is about 700 feet. At the
time of discovery on April 7, 1941, the nest was accidentally destroyed by a tractor,
but it contained four fertile eggs. It was located in a large brushfield some six
miles from the town of Mount Shasta, Siskiyou County, California. The female
was flushed from the nest at the time of discovery and has since been seen in the
vicinity by the writer on several occasions and is unquestionably a Mallard (4nas
platyrhynchos). During the spring of 1940 a female Mallard was seen by a com-
petent observer in the same area and was possibly the same bird.

Mr. E. R. Kalmbach advises me that his experience with nesting ducks in North
Dakota during the drought of 1934-35 leads him to believe that some of the birds
there had to travel three miles or more in order to reach water. There, however,
it would seem that the nest was originally set closer to the water and that it was
left ‘high and dry’ as the water receded. Such was not the case in the Mount
Shasta nest, as no water supply, except perhaps for runoff from a storm, was closer
than the distance indicated.

The brushfield undoubtedly provides excellent cover, and a supply of insect
food such as grasshoppers that would be ample to support the young for some
time, but the method by which the young reach water is not known. It is difficult
to understand how tiny ducklings could with safety traverse on foot a distance of
over three miles on this rugged and rocky terrain.—CrAreNcE F. SmitH, U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Mount Shasta, California.

Lesser Scaup Duck nesting at Churchill, Manitoba.—On June 21, 1941, we found
a nest of the Lesser Scaup Duck (Nyroca affinis) containing ten eggs, located about
four miles southeast of Churchill, Manitoba. The incubating female was killed
in order to make positive identification. This bird and also the eggs were com-
pared with a female and eggs of the Greater Scaup Duck (Nyroca marila) which
had been taken but two days previously, and identification of the Lesser Scaup
Duck was positive. The nest was situated in dead grass at the edge of a small
lake. When found no bird was seen, but on later examination the female was
flushed from the nest. The nest contained no down, indicating that the set may
not have been complete. The male bird was not seen.

So far as I am able to find, this is the first breeding record for this species in
this locality and the only record we have for the species during the 1940 and
1941 seasons. In ‘The Birds of Churchill’ by P. A. Taverner and George M.
Sutton it is stated that this bird probably breeds in the Churchill locality but no
certain record is quoted.—JoHN R. CRUTTENDEN, Quincy, Illinois.

Turkey Vulture and Killdeer in Newfoundland Labrador.—Dr. E. P. Wheeler, 2nd,
of Ithaca, New York, is one of those rare persons who, though not primarily
biologists, nevertheless give much time and thought to biological matters. While
carrying on geological studies in the Newfoundland Labrador during 1940-41, Dr.
Wheeler came into possession of two remarkable bird specimens—a Killdeer, found
dead by an Eskimo near Nain about November 25, 1940, and a Turkey Vulture,
shot “for a hawk’ by a settler near the graveyard at Nain in the early part of the



