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E. H. Eaton, in 'Birds of New York' (New York State Museum Memoir, no.
12) reviews the yearly records of European Goldfinchesin New York since their
introduction into the State in 1878. The last recordsthat he gives are in 1900
and 1901. Although Pearson's'Birds of America' lists a bird from Ithaca seen

in 1899,we find no recordsof this bird in the 'CayugaFauna,'which surelywould
have included it had it been known.--W•LL•AMMO•TA•, Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York.

Red CrossbiBin the West Virginia Mountains.--During the summer of 1939,
Dr. George M. Sutton and Maurice Brookssaw, and recorded (Wilson Bull., 52:
36, 1940)the presenceof Red Crossbillsin the Cheat Mountainsof Randolphand
PocahontasCounties, West Virginia. Although one bird was shot, it could not
be found, thus making subspecificdetermination impossible.
On the afternoonof June 15, 1940,the writersfound a numberof Red Crossbills
on GaudineerKnob of the Cheat range, and one bird, a young male, was secured.
The birds were feeding on the new conesof spruce trees at elevationsaround
4400

feet.

The bird securedwas not in full red plumage, the rump being bright vermilion
red, and the breastwith red streakings.The gonadswere oœintermediatesize,
and

some evidence

of molt

was to be seen in

the

tail.

Measurements

were

as

follows: wing, 90 min.; tail, 55; tarsus, 19; culmen, 17; depth of bill, 9. These
dimensionsall fall within the limits of Griscom's (Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist.,
41: 77-210, 1937) recently describednortheasternrace of the species,Loxia curvi-

rostraneogaea.The length of the wing (90 ram.) placesour specimenoutside
the limits of the putative southern Alleghenian race of the Red Crossbill,since

Griscomgivesthe wing limits for thesebirdsas 81-87 min. Our bird is therefore
the first representativeof Loxia curvirostraneogaeato be recordedfrom West

Virginia. The only other Red Crossbills
recorded•rom the Stateare two individuals, a male and a female, of Loxia curvirostra minor (Brehm), which were
taken in Ritchie County on July 1, 1889.

Amongthe other Red Crossbills
whichwe sawon GaudineerKnob on June 15
were one or two brightly coloredmales,and one streakedjuvenile bird which
pursueda male as thoughit were beggixag
food. Obviously,this is not sufficient
evidenceto indicatethe local breedingof the birds,but the presenceof crossbills
in the Cheat Mountainsduring two successive
yearssuggests
the possibilitythat
they may havebred locally.
Brooksand Sutton (in the paper cited above)suggestthree possibleexplanations
to accountfor the presence
of the birdsin the WestVirginia mountains.
1. The birds may be vagrants from more northern points. However, their
presenceduring two successive
years,with no recordsknown to the writers of
notable southward movements of the birds in other sections, and with the evidence

of streakedjuvenilesseenboth years,tendsto discreditthis proposition.
2. The birds may be stragglers
from the mountainsof Tennessee.If this were
true our birds should correspondin measurementswith the Tennesseebirds which
Griscomsuspects
may representan unnamedrace. It has been pointed out above
that our singlespecimenfalls well within the sizelimits of L. c. neogaea,but outside the measurements(of the wing) given for the southernbirds.
3. The birds may representa more or less permanent resident population in
the Cheat Mountains system. In this connection it might be well to state that
Brooks observedRed Crossbillsin the Cheat Mountains during the summer of
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1924,and on October24, 1929. Sincethesewere sightrecordsit wasnot thought
well to publish them. Mr. Brown Beard, a farmer of Bartow, West Virginia,
near the Gheat system,informsus that during the winter of 1938a crossbillwas
found dead near his home.

Thus, with the 1939 and 1940 records, there is some

evidenceto showthat Red Grossbills
haveoccurredin the GheatMountainsduring
five recent years.

It shouldbe noted that in no other portion of West Virginia is there such a
vast expanseof good-sizedspruce forest as in the Gheat area. Much of it is
virtually unexplored,from the biologicalstandpoint,and there is a fifty-mile
expanseof mountain ridge which lies above 3500 feet. Throughout the region,
Hermit and Olive-backedThrushes, Olive-sided Flycatchers,Winter Wrens, KedbreastedNuthatches,Brown Greepers,Golden-crownedKinglets, Purple Finches,
and severalspeciesof warblers of northern associationare characteristicbirds,
One specimencertainly does no.t offer a basisfor general conclusions,but the
weight of evidencedoes indicate that these mountainsmay harbor a permanent
Red Grossbillbreeding population which has long been overlooked.--WmIaAM
A.
LpNK, Fairmont, and MAprace.BROOKS,West Virginia University, Morgantown,
West Virginia.
Lark Sparrow in Malne.--Sincerecordsof the Lark Sparrow (Chondestes
grammacus) in Maine are not numerous, my observation of a female bird at Petit
Manan Point, Washington Gounty, on August 14, 1938, seemsworthy of note.
This bird was seen at close range with a binocular, but attempts to collect it
were not successful.To the best of my knowledge,this speciesis known from
only four other localities in Maine: sight records at Matinicus Island and at

MonheganIsland (Forbush,Birdsof Massachusetts,
3: 68-69, 1929);a bird banded
at Bar Harbor (U.S. BiologicalSurvey),and a specimenfrom AppledoreIsland
(Auk, 54: 547, 1937). All theselocalitiesare on or surroundedby salt water.-ROBEItTG. McCLANAHAN,
U.S. Biological Survey, Washington,D.C.

Recent records from Lake Ontelaunee• Pennsylvania.--The following recent
sight records,all from Lake Ontelaunee,near Reading, Pennsylvania,are of unusual interest. Two of the speciesobservedappear to be unique for Eastern
Pennsylvania
and the othersare sufficiently
rare in this region to warrant publication.

GREAT,at
SNOWGOOSE(probably½henhyperboreaatlantica).--Asingleindividual
of this speciesappearedon the lake on November12, 1938,and remaineduntil
January1, 1939. This individualwasseenby manylocalstudents,
and wasjudged
"probablyatlantica"on the basisof its sizecomparedwith the duckswith whichit
associated.It waspreviouslymentionedby G. BrookeWorth (Auk, 56: 329, 1939)
who citesseveralpreviousPennsylvaniarecords,but omits mention of a flock of
twenty-sixseenflyingsouthward
at Hawk Mountainon October30, 1938 (Maurice
Broun and others).

EUl•OP•,NWmc•oN, Mareca penelope.--Thefirst local recordof this specieswas
a drake observedon the lake on May 8, 1937. I had an excellentview of this bird

at closerange and was attractedby its distinctive,dear whistledcall. It was
associatedat the time with Black Ducks and Baldpates.
On February 26, 1939, GharlesMohr and Samuel Guss reported two drakes of
this specieson a ,small dam at Moselem near the head of the lake. These were

subsequently
joined by still another (March 10), two at least continuingto frequent the MoselemDam and Lake Ontelauneeuntil March 19, and one remained

