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25, 1939. He had just receiveda report from the U.S. BiologicalSurveythat I
was the bander. The owl was twelveyearsand eight monthsold when killed.
At the time of its takingit wasin a canyonover the ridge threemilesfrom where
it was hatched.--EMERSONA. STONER,Benicia, California.

Western Burrowing Owl in westernMissouri.--An adult female Western Burrowing Owl (Speotytocunicularia hypugaea)was taken in September1954, by Mr.
Estill P. Ravenscroftin companywith Mr. Paul Mingle, three miles east and one
mile north of Lee'sSummit,in JacksonCounty,Missouri. JacksonCounty is one
of the westernmostcounties of Missouri bordering the State of Kansas. The
specimentaken was one of four birds of this specieswhich were flushednear a
hole in the ground in a typical prairie pasture. This bird was mountedand is
now in the Rotary Club Boys' Camp Museum collectionnear Lee's Summit,
Missouri, where it was examined by the writer.
The only previous specimenof Western Burrowing Owl known to the writer
to have been taken in the State of Missouri,is one reported by Harry Harris in
his 'Birds o• the KansasCity Region' (Trans. Acad.Sci. of St. Louis,p. 269, 1919)
as being killed by Mr. CharlesDankerson April 19, 1902, at Corning in Holt
Countyin northwesternMissouri.--DxxTEAGHENOR,
IO20 West6zstSt., KansasCity,
Missouri.

Muscle atrophy in a Crow.--In the winter of 1938-$9, at Cornell University, I
came into possession
of a Crow, Corvusbrachyrhynchos,
which apparentlywas the
victim of a curiouspathologicalcondition. All the musclesof the left wing were
in an advancedstate of atrophy; in fact, the member was hardly more than skin,
bone, and feathers. The bird was able to flex the wing but it would not support
flight. When at rest the bird would hold the bad wing against the side of the
body in an attempt at normal posturebut the wing would alwaysdroop showing
that the remaining musclepower was not great enoughto overcomethe attraction of gravity. The wing wasnormally feathered,and it wasnot abnormallywarm
or cold. The member seemedto be wall supplied with blood. The whole situation curiouslyresembledthe frequentconditionof human victimsof poliomyelitis
in which the musclesof an arm or leg greatly atrophy with subsequentloss of

powerin the limb. This bringsup the possibilitythat my Crowmight havebeen
afflictedwith some related disease. Of course the possibility of pathologicalor
accidental nerve destruction must be considered. Without doubt a veterinary

might be able to advancemoresuggestions
of what causedthis peculiarcondition.
The state of atrophyof the wing musclesof this Crow was so advancedthat
it probablyhad not flownfor sometime whenit waspickedup, althoughevenif
it werea bird of the yearit had certainlypreviously
knownflight. How it managed
to escapefrom predatorswhile grounded! cannotsay. When pickedup the
Crow was not in the best of flesh,but its attitude was that of a bird in goodhealth.

It defendeditself with vigor and complainedin a voiceof normal corvineraucous-

ness. The bird was placedin an outdoorcageon the roof of a building. It
ate greedilyof meatscrapsand sunflower
seeds.It wasfond of exercising
itself

by runningaroundthe largecageand climbingand jumpingfrom perchto
perch. It apparentlyshowedinterestin the avianoccupants
of the adjoining
cages.In all it seemed
to be doingquite well in captivity.It waswith some
surprise,
therefore,
that I foundthe Crowdeadonemorningaftertwoweeksin
captivity.

I did not get a chanceto examinethe bird after death but the personwho
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skinned it told me that it was considerablyunder the average weight of the
species,and that it seemedto be greatly emaciated. Apparently there was some
factor about this Crow which preventedit from putting on weight despitea normal
intake of food.--LEoN.•RV
J. ux'r.•L, 246 CatherineSt., Albany, New York.

Mimicry by a Brown Thrasher.--Forbushgivesa satisfactorydiscussion(Birds
of Massachusetts,
etc.,3: 330, 1929)of this subject,endingby saying,"The imitator
may be the exception." My experiencesupportsthat conclusion,
so I was much
interestedin the opportunityaffordedme near Vienna, Virginia, in June 1940 to
make observationson a mimicking thrasher (Toxostomarufum). On a few
occasionsthe song, beginningwith imitations of some shrill-notedspeciessug-

gestedthat of a Mockingbird
until it lapsedinto the gutturalsandmoredeliberate
phrasingcharacteristic
of the thrasher's
music. The birdsthat wereimitatedwere
all species
commonly
heardon the spotandincludedthe Flicker,Cardinal,Tufted

Titmouse,
Crested
Flycatcher,
Yellow-breasted
Chat,findWoodThrush.To my
regretthe auditionwasterminated
suddenly,
probablyby the intervention
of a
Cooper'sHawk. Lossof the opportunityfor studyof a thrasher's
unusualefforts

wasscarcely
morea cause
of regretthan the deprivation
of hisstandard
singing,
whichto my earis the bestof anyof our birdsandis givenduringa season
that
alwaysseemstoo short.--W.L. McAT•E,Arlington,Virginia.
An albinisticRobin.--A partly albino EasternRobin (Turdus migratorius)

first nestedon my premises
in May of 1932. Two broodsof youngwereraised
eachyear thereafter.During the first threebreedingseasons
other Robinsin
the vicinitypersecuted
the albinowhenever
it left its 'territory.'However,in
the seasonsof 1935 and 1936, the albino becamequite domineeringand usually

tookthe offensive.The bird presented
a verymottledappearance,
with numerous
white areason its plumage.The bird'speculiarcolorpatternapparentlydid not

impairitsabilityto secure
a mate,for theRobinwasmatedby the5thof April
eachyear. The bird'smates(?)wereof normalcoloration,
aswereitsyoung.In
the courseof time this Robin becamerather tame, and would allow membersof

the household
to approach
within threeor four feet beforemoving.It waslast
observedon October 10, 1936, and failed to return the following spring.--CH•s

H. KNItliT,4Z57Eastza3thSt., Cleveland,Ohio.
Brewer's Blackbird in Florida.--On December 10, 1939, I collectedtwo black-

birds that were new to me. These birds were associated
with a large flock of

Red-winged
Blackbirds
and Cowbirds
that werefeedingin a cultivated
field,
locatedabouttwentymilesnorthof PanamaCity, BayCounty,Florida.Skins
of thecollected
specimens
weresentto Dr. H. C. Oberholser,
in Washington,
D.G.,
who identified them as Brewer'sBlackbirds (Euphaguscyanocephalus).
As
far as I am able to ascertain,there seemto be no other recordsof this species
for Florida.--R.C. HAL•MAN,52Z Bay Street,PanamaCity, Florida.
Brewer'sBlackbirdin Florida.--OnApril 8, 1940,a flockof eight Brewer'sBlack-

birds(Euphagus
cyanocephalus)
wasseenfeedingat the sideof a roadthrough
a stretchof recentlyburned-over
pine woodsnear Vernon,Florida,approximately
120 miles eastof Pensacola.From the momentthat the birds were first observed,

their appearance
and characteristic
actionsleft no questionas to their identity,
but as thisspecies
hadnot heretofore
beenrecorded
fromthe State,twobirds,a
maleand a femalein partial molt, were collected.Sincein recentyearsthis

